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The Advisory Commission having terminated the 
project of an Organic Municipal Jjaw entrusted to it 
by article 1, paragraph 1, of my Decree No. 284 of 
December 24, 1906, and having submitted it unani- 
mously for my approval witlh its statement of rea- 
sons, I have deemed it advisable, in order to ascer- 
tain and consider the objections and changes which 
might be suggested by public opinion in said pro- 
ject, before giving it my approval in its present 
form or with the changes which I may deem proper, 
to direct the following: • 

1. The project of an Organic Municipal Law 
prepared by the Advisory Commission, together with 
the statement of reasons therefor, shall be published 
without delay at the cost of the State in the form of 
a pamphlet. 

2. Copies of this pamphlet shall be distributed 
to all offices, corporations, political parties, the press 
and private individuals requesting the same, to 
which end 5,000 copies in Spanish and 1,000 copies 
in English shall be printed. 

3. The secretary of the Advisory Commission 
shall receive for thirty days after publication any 
suggested changes and objections to the project 
whieh may be addressed to him, whether printed 
or written; and upon the expiration of this period 
he shall submit them to the Commission, which will 
forward them to me with its report within the short- 
est possible period. 

Charles E. Magoon, 
Provisional Governor. 
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The Honorable, The Provisional Governor. 
• Sir: 

The Advisory Commission has the honor to 
transmit to you, for your information, the project 
of the Organic Municipal Law the preparation of 
which was entrusted to it, and in this connection 
and with a view to facilitating the examination there- 
of, it proceeds to particularize such portions of said 
project as may be considered new or interesting with 
relation to the existing legislation upon the subject, 
first indulging, however, in certain brief reflections 
of a general character. 

The subject is one involving an Organic Law 
which, as it relates to the municipal government of 
the country, embraces it as a whole in all the mani- 
festations of local public life; and inasmuch as it is 
the first law of this description which has been for- 
mulated as supplementary to the Cuban constitu- 
tion, it has brought forward for solution the numer- 
ous problems implied in the fundamental transition 
from the old colonial regime to that of an indepen- 
dent State. 

Above and beyond all this, it has been necessary 
to keep in mind that the current of scientific ideas 
with regard to government prevailing in the most 
advanced countries of Europe and America, suggests 
new points of view, which cannot be ignored if the 
work of the legislator upon these subjects is to be a 
faithful reflection of social duties and obligations, in 
harmony with the tendencies of the age; and hence 
the necessity of embodying in said project of law 
something to impress it with the stamp of progres- 
siveness, along certain lines, but keeping in view the 



natural prudence rendered advisable in the case of 
a young nation which is just entering upon its in- 
dependent political existence. 

The essential differences between the Spanish 
Municipal Law of October 2, 1877, which is to be- 
come inoperative, and the project of law which is 
submitted in substitution thereof, are the following: 

The law of 1877 is naturally permeated by a 
monarchical and centralizing spirit, as one of the 
organic laws of the Spanish constitution of 1876. 
The present project is in keeping with the Cuban 
constitution, which is republican and decentralizing 
in spirit. 

The Spanish law merges deliberative and ad- 
ministrative functions in the same body, consisting 
of a municipal council presided over by the mayor. 
The project of law makes a radical separation of 
these functions, in order that the municipal council 
shall have its own president on the one hand, and, 
on the other hand, that the mayor shall act as the 
chief of the municipal administration, as provided 
by the constitution. 

According to the Spanish law, the mayor is 
elected by the municipal council; and according to 
the project of law, he must be elected directly t*y 
the people, as prescribed by our constitution. 

By the Spanish law, municipal autonomy is 
limited by the necessity of having the government 
of the State authorize the budgets and other financial 
and administrative transactions of the municipality. 
In the project of law, nothing is provided for ex- 
cept the necessary relations between the general 
government and the municipality for maintaining 
the political unity of the State, regulating the power 
to suspend resolutions conferred by the constitution 
upon the president of the Republic and the governor 
of the province. 

In brief, the Spanish municipal law of 1877 is 
a conservative adaptation of the law of August 20, 
1870, which was pervaded by the strong spirit of 
the French centralization of the first Napoleonic 
Empire, and corresponded to that class of political 
ideas. The project which we submit is founded upon 
the modern current of scientific ideas, and particu- 
larly upon the sound principles of local government 
endorsed by the National Municipal League of the 
United States. 



This much being laid down, it is essential to 
specify the plan followed in the arrangement of the 
titles and chapters into which the project of law is 
divided, making such explanations as may be proper 
in each case, according to the purpose previously an- 
nounced. 

The said project consists of eight titles, and the 
first of them, which is after the manner of a decla- 
ration of principles, relates to the general definition 
of the municipality, setting forth sufficient to show 
clearly that the new constitutional Cuban munici- 
pality has its own individuality and administrative 
autonomy. 

The second title discusses municipal districts 
and their inhabitants, being divided into three chap- 
ters. The first chapter, "relating to the creation, 
fusion, segregation and abolition of municipal dis- 
tricts," reserves to Congress the power to legislate 
upon these subjects, the initiative in such matters 
resting with the inhabitants of the locality affected; 
and it is declared that wherever there may be a 
group of inhabitants, distant from the centers of po- 
pulation, they may proceed to form a municipal 
organization, provided the necessary elements of 
wealth exist to defray the expenses of self-govern- 
ment. The second chapter relates to the inhabitants 
of municipal districts, prescribing their rights and 
duties, and one of its salient features is the decla- 
ration that a foreigner who resides in the country 
continuousl/ for five years, and exercises a profes- 
sion, or is the owner of real estate, or possesses a 
mercantile, manufacturing or industrial establish- 
ment, is considered a resident for all the purposes of 
this law, unless he declare his will to the contrary. 
The third chapter discusses "Registration", and 
systematizes the quinquennial formation of the re- 
gistration lists, and the corrections to be made there- 
in and the remedies, in a proper case, which may be 
pursued by the persons whose names have been omit- 
ted or improperly registered. 

The third title treats of the "Organization of 
the Municipal Government," being subdivided into 
four chapters. The first chapter relates to the orga- 
nization of the municipal council, fixing the maxi- 
mum number of councilmen at twenty-five, in con- 



trast with the existing law, which limits the number 
to thirty. It contains the essentially novel feature of 
permitting a foreigner to become a councilman who, 
in addition to the necessary qualifications for becom- 
ing a resident of the municipal district, previously 
referred to, has his family there and pays the pro- 
per tax. It takes away the power of the Administra- 
tion to remove councilmen, reserving it to the ordi- 
nary courts. It provides for the election of the pres- 
ident and secretary of the municipal council. It 
does away with deputy mayors, syndics and associate 
members, which were part of the former machinery, 
and who find no proper place in the new organiza- 
tion; and seeks to amalgamate, in each municipal- 
ity, official and social elements, creating — as a new 
institution — the office of associate members, which 
is to be filled by persons of prominence, making them 
cooperate in the work of the standing committees of 
each municipal council. Foreigners may be associate 
members, and associations and guilds may recom- 
mend for said office persons to represent them. Fi- 
nally, new vigor is given to the special and obliga- 
tory committees upon "Treasury and Budgets" and 
"Territorial Taxes", adding to them, in a prescrib- 
ed proportion, taxpayers for different purposes. The 
second chapter relates to the "Organization of the 
Municipal Executive Power", and apart from the 
provisions with respect to the separation of func- 
tions, previously mentioned, reserves to the ordinary 
<5onrts the power to remove the mayor, whose sus- 
pension by the governor, in the cases prescribed by 
article 99 of the Constitution, is regulated by a 
previous hearing and the necessity of a resolution 
stating the reasons therefor. Provision is made for 
the substitution of the mayor by the president of the 
municipal council, the latter to receive one-half of 
the salary when the substitution exceeds ten days, 
and the whole salary if it should exceed two months. 
The establishment of the Departments of the Sec- 
retary, Treasury and Accountant is made obligatory 
in connection with the municipal administration; 
and, finally, the periodical meeting of the heads 
of departments, under the presidency of the mayor, 
is provided for, thus assuring uniformity of judg- 
ment in the municipal administration. The third 
chapter discusses "Barrio Mayors", prescribing their 
powers and duties; it assigns a salary to them when 



they are collectors of municipal taxes, and also sub- 
stitutes, to be appointed by the municipal council 
upon the recommendation of the mayor. Finally, the 
fourth chapter treats of "Municipal Employees," 
specifying particularly the duties of the secretary 
of the municipal administration, the treasurer-col- 
lector and the accountant-auditor. 

The fourth title is denominated "Functions of 
the Municipal Government," and is divided into 
three chapters. The first chapter relates to the pow- 
ers and duties of municipal councils, conferring 
upon them ample power to regulate, in their delib- 
erations and resolutions, the affairs of the munici- 
pality. As a matter of great importance, it provides 
that in the capital of the Republic the central power 
shall attend to matters of sanitation and of police, 
to public order, and to such public works as relate 
to embellishment, hygiene and progress, establishing 
for that purpose the services and works which are 
believed necessary, without thereby relieving of its 
inherent powers, the municipal council which is to 
contribute to the expenditures in such proportion 
as Congress may determine. The principal powers 
and duties of the municipal councils are set forth 
in detail keeping in view not only the promotion of 
the common welfare, but also that of culture. It is 
made possible, upon the private initiative of any muni- 
cipality, for Congress to adopt any legal modifications 
with respect thereto as may best protect and develop 
its peculiar interests. The question of public services 
is surrounded by special restrictions, so that if any 
municipality decides to enter the field of municipal 
industrialism, this can be done with ample guaran- 
ties to the people with respect to the handling of 
the people's money, and with sufficient technical 
precautions as to the safety and efficiency of the 
municipalized services; projects of this character 
being, subject, moreover, to the sanction of a refer- 
endum by means of the favorable vote of two-thirds 
of the electors of the municipal district, and to the 
creation of an obligatory reserve fund and sinking 
fund, in a proper case, of principal and interest, in 
the event of the contraction of a loan. The second 
chapter relates to the "Sessions of the Ayuntamien- 
to," which are organized into four annual delibera- 
tive periods, without prejudice to the special sessions 
which may be necessary. The duties of the secretary 



of the municipal council are prescribed ; the adoption 
of a resolution with respect to the payment of mo- 
ney is prohibited at the same session in which it was 
proposed; the relations of the municipal council and 
the mayor with respect to the constitutional veto of 
the latter are regulated; and with respect to the 
power of the president of the Republic and the gov- 
ernor of the province and the mayor to suspend 
resolutions of the municipal council, the law con- 
tains the essentially novel feature that these suspen- 
sions cannot be decreed upon the broad ground that 
the resolution is considered improper, but must be 
confined to the reasons specified in article 108 of 
the Constitution, it also being necessary to point 
out the provision violated by the municipal council 
and in what particular it is violated, the period for 
the exercise of the power to be six months in the case 
of the President of the Republic, three months in 
the case of the governor, and ten days in the case 
of the mayor. 

Finally, the third chapter discusses the power* 
and duties of the mayor in his new character as an 
official independent of the municipal council; it 
obliges him to address periodical messages to that 
body with respect to everything of importance to 
the municipal administration; it regulates the form 
and amount of fines which the mayor may impose, 
and the manner of collecting them; it empowers him 
to call the municipal council in special session, and 
the latter may cause the mayor to be present to give 
information upon matters coming before it, in which 
case he sits on the right side of the president; and, 
finally, it regulates leaves of absence of the mayor, 
fixing the duration thereof and the right to receive 
salary. 

The fifth title of the law relates to the treasury 
of the municipality, and is divided into five chap- 
ters, each of which embodies interesting new fea- 
tures in relation to the special subject with which it 
deals. The first chapter merely establishes " General 
Provisions,' ' such as the provisions against donating 
money or real property, and that neither the money 
nor the credit of the municipality shall be applied 
to anything foreign to the objects of the municipal- 
ity, fixing a period of three years for the prescription 
of debts for taxes, and a like period for actions 
against municipalities for collecting credits. The 



second chapter is entitled "Burgets," and provides 
that the projects of the same shall be prepared by 
the accountant, and when sent to the municipal 
council they shall be discussed and finally approved 
by it after a previous report of the proper commit- 
tee, without the necessity of its actual approval by 
the department of the treasury. The expenses for 
personnel are limited — as especially unique details — 
with relation to the total amount of the budget, and 
if the project of the budget should not have been 
approved on the 1st of July, the previous budget 
shall prevail for the whole of the ensuing year, the 
liabilities being prescribed for the negligent officials. 
The third chapter, entitled "Treasury and Collec- 
tions/' provides as a new feature that the mayors 
of barrios situated some distance from the central 
part of the town may be entrusted with the collec- 
tion of taxes, and fixes the bonds of treasurers, pre- 
scribing when they may be returned. The fourth 
chapter, relating to "Municipal Revenues,' ' seeks to 
reinforce the revenues of the municipalities, in or- 
der that they may inaugurate the public services 
and promote the ends of culture as soon as possible. 
Provision would have been made for greater sources 
of revenue if a country were not involved which — 
according to the most authentic calculations publish* 
ed officially and extra-officially — with a public, so- 
cial revenue not greater than $120,000,000, is pay- 
ing in taxes in general considerably more than 
$40,000,000, or more than thirty-three per cent, when 
the most heavily taxed countries — France, England 
and Germany — pay but fifteen, fourteen and thir- 
teen per cent of their total social revenue. Although 
it is true the custom revenues are more than suf- 
ficient for the needs of the State, there being a sur- 
plus of several million dollars in the National Treas- 
ury, it appears evident, on the other hand, that it 
would be inexpedient to increase municipal taxa- 
. tion as long as the customs tariffs are not reduced. 
Therefore, and in order to make the former compa- 
tible with the system of taxation of the State, the 
Commission has proceeded cautiously in the con- 
servative increases provided for in article 216 of 
the project of law, inasmuch as article 59, sub-di- 
vision 1, of the Constitution reserves to the Legisla- 
ture the power to enact laws for the regulation of 



everything pertaining to the municipal administra- 
tion. 

With regard to the present sources of revenue 
which have been maintained, the law presents the 
following new features: The tax upon the assessable 
value of urban property may now reach a rate of 
twelve per cent, in all the municipalities; the rate 
on rural estates, which preserve the present maxi- 
mum of eight per cent, for purposes of taxation, 
may be reduced to four per cent.; and the exemp- 
tion of one-third of the tax which has hitherto been 
enjoyed by estates damaged by the war of inde- 
pendence has been abolished; the rates at present 
fixed for the collection of the tax on industries are 
estimated in the project of law as the maximum 
available rates, it being the province of the munici- 
pal councils to regulate them within the limits pre- 
scribed for each class; and the tax upon the slaugh- 
ter of cattle may be as much as two dollars for each 
head of the larger size, and one dollar for each sheep 
or hog, in all the municipalities. Taxes upon unim- 
proved lots, and the proceeds from fines imposed by 
correctional judges, are new sources of revenue 
which may be availed of by the municipalities. The 
fifth chapter is entitled "Special Assessment/ ' and 
is devoted to determining the procedure to be fol- 
lowed when the municipal council decides to have 
recourse to this form of raising revenue for the con- 
struction of pavements, side-walks, gutters on the 
public streets and sewers, where none exist. The 
manner of performing the work, of making the as- 
sessment, of determining what persons are subject 
thereto, and the manner of collecting the same, are 
new features of this subject. 

The sixth title treats of the method of contract- 
ing loans. The Constitution empowers the municipal- 
ities to agree to loans, fixing the general lines to 
which they should conform, and the project of law 
prescribes the manner of making the same, the ex- 
press purpose for which the funds obtained should 
be used, and the precautionary procedure which 
should be followed from the time the municipal 
council advances the idea of the loan until, by means 
of the referendum, the sanction of two-thirds of the 
electors of the district is obtained. 

The seventh title, which is entirely new, relates 
to municipalities having a center of population not 



greater than three thousand inhabitants, and as it 
does not pertain to the number of inhabitants of 
the entire municipal district, but only to those who 
reside in the most thickly populated urban center, 
within the district, the result is that more than forty 
per cent, of our municipalities are included within 
this classification, and the benefit of the simplification 
of their organization and functions, to which this 
title relates, inures to all of them. 

This classification is much more appropriate in 
Cuba than the current doctrinal one of urban and 
rural municipalities, since the latter constitute the 
immense majority in this country, and although such 
a classification is practicable enough in countries 
which have thousands of the former, it is not so with 
us, where there are only eighty-two municipalities. 

New features of this title, aside from other 
details, consist in the fact that the number of coun- 
cilmen does not exceed five and seven, respectively, 
according as the municipality may or may not have 
one thousand five hundred inhabitants; that experts 
are designated to fill technical offices without re- 
gular incumbents having been appointed; that cer- 
tain practices of the municipal administration are 
carried out verbally; that a special quorum is fixed 
for its sessions; and that, finally, the mayor is 
obliged to give an audience daily, with the presence 
of the secretary, for the purpose of hearing peti- 
tions which he shall pass upon forthwith, in certain 
cases, or not later than the following day when mat- 
ters coming under his exclusive jurisdiction are in- 
volved. 

The eighth and last title, which treats of "Re- 
medies and Liabilities arising from the Resolutions 
of Municipal Councils and the Decisions of Munici- 
pal Mayors and Ward Mayors," is divided into two 
chapters, the first of which relates to remedies, and 
which clearly defines the cases in which recourse 
should be had to the ordinary courts and those which 
are reserved to the contentious-administrative courts. 
An essentially new feature is, that the final resolu- 
tions of the municipal council and those of the ma- 
yor, as the head of the municipal administration, 
put an end to the proceedings, the appeals to the 
governor of the province and the president of the 
Republic, which signified the previous exhaustion of 
the administrative process, being abolished, and this 
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implies great simplification in methods of procedure; 
although a petition for reconsideration may be previ- 
ously interposed, within the period of five days, and 
must be decided within the next three days. The 
subject of the revision of resolutions and the rescis- 
sion of municipal contracts is regulated, taking into 
consideration the administrative jurisprudence on 
that subject; and brief periods are fixed for the 
decision of all matters, every delay in the disposal 
of cases being characterized as a malicious infraction 
of the law and being punishable by fine. The second 
chapter relates to " Liabilities,' ' and specifies those 
of an administrative nature which may be incurred 
by municipal officials, providing consistent penalties 
therefor, and it concludes by determining that the 
municipality shall be liable for all injury or damage 
attributable to negligence, danger, risk or obstruc- 
tions in the public way; but the municipality shall 
be reimbursed by the official or employee who may 
have neglected his duties and furnished the occasion 
for the claims of private individuals. The latter, 
however, cannot institute legal proceedings without 
first having sought to obtain an adjustment of the 
matter through a petition to the municipal council, 
which the latter shall necessarily pass upon within 
the period prescribed for that purpose. 

It is only fair to state that, notwithstanding the 
different lights in which the numerous problems 
presented by an Organic Municipal Law might have 
been considered politically, the cases in which ques- 
tions have not been decided unanimously have been 
extremely rare, and even in these cases the differ- 
ences of opinion have never been sufficiently wide 
to call forth a dissenting opinion. This demonstrates 
— as one of the guaranties of this project of law — 
that irrespective of party affiliations, the patriotic 
end of placing the new Cuban municipalities upon 
a firm and progressive foundation has been sincerely 
pursued in drafting it. 

It only remains to say, that if the project meets 
with your approval, it will be necessary to adopt, as 
might be expected, certain special measures required 
for its strict application, inasmuch as its success, 
which is closely- allied to the normal existence of the 
Republic, depends thereon. It should also be observ- 
ed that the substantial complement of this project 
of an Organic Municipal Law are the two other 
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laws which have already been drafted, concerning 
Municipal Taxation and Accounting, and a decree 
providing for the immediate revision of the as- 
sessment rolls or the registries of landed property 
throughout the island; said decree and the two 
projects of law in question being considered a ne- 
cessity for the administrative and financial develop- 
ment of the municipalities, according to the new or 
ganization and the functions which are prescribed 
for them in the political code. 

The Commission congratulates itself upon the 
execution of its high trust, and considers it a special 
honor to cooperate with you in this work, which 
forms a signal epoch in the history of our institu- 
tional public law. 

Yours respectfully, 

B. H. Chowder. — Rafael Montoro. — Felipe 
6. SarraIn. — Juan Gualberto G6mez. — Blanton 
Winship.— -Miguel P. Viondi. — F. Carrbra J<jstiz. 
— M. M. Coronado.— Mario G. Kohly.-X). Schoen- 

RICH. — ERASMO REGtJEIPEROS. — ALFREDO ZAYAS. 



MUNICIPAL LAW 



TITLE I. 



GENERAL DEFINITION OP THE MUNICIPALITY. 

Art. 1. — For the .purposes of this law, a Mu- 
nicipality is the local association, politically organiz- 
ed under the authority of the National Legislative 
Power and comprised within territorial limits na- 
turally defined by necessary local relations. 

Art. 2. — The government of every municipality 
is vested in a municipal council and in a mayor. 

Art. 3. — The municipal government has a dual 
capacity, in so far as its ends and functions are 
concerned. It is an entity vested with power to pro- 
vide for the collective needs peculiar to the local 
association, comprised within the municipal district. 
And it is, in addition, an organization auxiliary to 
the central power which the State exercises through- 
out the National territory. 

Art. 4. — The municipal government shall enjoy 
autonomy in so far as it operates to provide for 
purely local needs, there being understood by au- 
tonomy a special power of initiative and action in 
matters exclusively pertaining to the municipality, 
the scope of such power being consequently confin- 
ed to the limits of the municipality and always sub- 
ject to the provisions of this law in each case. 

Art. 5. — When the municipal government acts 
as the agent of the Executive Power of the Nation, 
it shall be subordinate to the latter. 

Art. 6. — The jurisdiction over all matters not 
vested in the government of the State, or in the 
provincial councils or governors, under the Consti- 
tution and the laws, shall be vested in the munici- 
pal government. Consequently, the municipal gov- 
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ernment holds all powers necessary to provide for 
the collective needs of the local association compris- 
ed within the municipal district, the preservation, 
development and culture of which are the principal 
ends of the municipality. 

Art. 7. — The functions of deliberation and reso- 
lution vested in the municipal council, within the 
special sphere of municipal autonomy, on one hand, 
and, on the other hand, the executive functions and 
those of municipal administration, to be discharged 
by the mayor, shall be developed separately in the 
municipal government. 

Art. 8.— Notwithstanding the autonomy of the 
municipality, when the State furnishes funds to 
cover in whole or in part the cost of any municipal 
service of work, it shall be understood that it reser- 
ves the right of supervision over such work or ser- 
vice during the performance or construction thereof. 

Art. 9.— For the purpose of this law, munici- 
palities shall be divided into three classes: First, 
those which have a center of population of more 
than 100,000 inhabitants; second, those wfhich have 
a center of population of more than 3,000 inhabi- 
tants, but not more than 100,000 ; third, those which 
have a center of population of not more than 3,000 
inhabitants. 

TITLE II. 

MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS AND THEIR INHABITANTS. 
CHAPTER X. 

Constitution, Fusion, Segregation and Supre&sion 
of Municipal Districts. 

Art. 10.— The territory subject to the action of 
a municipality shall be called a "Municipal Dis- 
trict". 

Art. 11. — Wherever there exists a group of in- 
habitants, whose community of life calls for local 
relations within limits separated from other centers 
of population, a municipal organization flhall be 
proper. 
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Art. 12.— In addition to the conditions prescrib- 
ed in the preceding article as requisites for the muni- 
cipal organization, there shall also be taken into con- 
sideration whether there are present the elements of 
wealth necessary to meet the cost of self government, 
even in the simplest form prescribed by this law, 
wittiout a specific number of inhabitants being re- 
quired, but only the fact that a separate govern- 
mental organization is demanded by the fundament- 
al needs of communal 'life, and that such govern- 
ment is possible from an economic standpoint. 

Art. 13. — The power to create or suppress muni- 
cipal districts, or to segregate, annex or otherwise 
change the territorial limits thereof, is reserved to 
the National Congress, hearing the respective muni- 
cipal and provincial councils. 

Art. 14. — Proceedings for the suppression of a 
municipal district, on account of lack of means of 
support, or for other good reasons, may be institut- 
ed by the President of the Republic or by a resolu- 
tion of the municipal council, or at the instance of 
at least ten per cent of the total number of perma- 
nent residents in the municipal district.. 

Art. 15. — When the growth of the urban sec- 
tions of two or more adjoining municipal districts 
shal'l cause them to become confounded and the div- 
iding line between the same is not clearly defined, 
the municipal councils interested shall come to an 
agreement as to the determination of such bound- 
ary lines; and, if an agreement should not be pos- 
sible, each municipal council shall forward the mat- 
ter to the respective provincial council or councils, 
with whose report or reports Congress may, if it 
deems proper, decide upon the consolidation of said 
municipalities, determining in such case the form 
an*1 time of such consolidation, and fixing also the 
place where the seat of the district is to be. 
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Art. 16. — When two or more municipal councils 
consider that the common interests of each munici- 
pality would be subserved by their consolidation, 
each council shall so resolve by a vote of two- thirds 
of the total number of councilmen which the coun- 
cil should have in accordance with this law. 
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Each municipal council shall forward a record 
of the proceedings to the proper provincial council, 
which shall send the same, with its report, to Con- 
gress for final decision. 

Art. 17. — In order to resolve the segregation of 
part of a municipal district and the annexation of 
such part to one or more adjoining districts, it shall 
be necessary that at least ten per cent of the per- 
manent residents of the section of territory involved 
so request and that the municipal council of each 
municipality affected by said segregation give its 
consent by a vote of two-thirds of the total number 
of councilmen which the council should have in ac- 
cordance with this law. Thereupon the question shall 
be submitted for report to the proper provincial 
council or councils and then forwarded to Congress 
for its action. 

Art. 18. — The segregation of part of a district 
for the purpose of constituting a separate munici- 
pality by itself, or in conjunction with one or 
more parts of adjoining districts, may be made 
upon the initiative of at least ten per cent of the 
permanent residents of the respective parts, pro- 
vided the new district to be formed has the condi- 
tions required by this law, and that Congress so 
resolves, after the proceedings prescribed for the 
annexation or consolidation of municipal districts 
shall have been had. 

Art. 19. — In cases of annexation or segregation, 
the new territorial limits shall be established, and 
the division of property, benefits, public uses, cre- 
dits, funds and taxes pending collection, shall be 
made in the proportion corresponding to the parts of 
the municipal districts in question, taking into con- 
sideration the amount of the revenue thereof in the 
respective parts of the districts whose limits are 
changed ; without prejudice to private or other rights 
of property and the existing public servitudes, or to 
anything else wfaich may be pleaded or which it is 
necessary to attend to. These matters shall be decid- 
ed by resolution of the municipal councils interest- 
ed, and, in default thereof, by the proper provincial 
council. If municipal councils of different provin- 
ces are involved, the decision shall be rendered by 
their respective provincial councils, and, if the lat- 



ter should fail to agree, the matter shall be submit- 
ted to Congress for decision. 

Art. 20. — Whenever matters pertaining to a 
change in the territorial limits of a municipality 
are submitted to the municipal council for consi- 
deration and report, in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the preceding articles, such report shall be 
submitted within fifteen days after receipt of the 
petition or request. 

The provincial councils 'shall in all cases ren- 
der their reports within fifteen days after receipt of 
the report of the municipal council or councils in- 
terested. 

Art. 21. — Every municipal district must be com- 
prised within a single province and a single ju- 
dicial district, and if, through consolidation, a mu- 
nicipality lies in more than one province or judicial 
division, Congress, in passing on the matter, shall 
determine to which of them it is to belong, the ju- 
dicial division being always harmonized with the 
administrative division. 

Art. 22. — Each municipal district shall be di- 
vided into barrios of more or less the same number 
of inhabitants. In municipal districts containing 
barrios whose local spirit or history is so character- 
ized as to merit attention as a social factor of the 
municipality, it shall be taken into account for the 
division into barrios. 

Every suburb separate from the main part of 
the town, as also any other part of the municipal 
district separate form such main part, shall consti- 
tute a barrio, whatever be its population. 

Art. 23. — Within thirty days after the organi- 
zation of the municipal councils, in accordancee with 
the law, they shall proceed to divide their muni- 
cipal districts into barrios, according to the follow- 
ing rules: 

(1) The municipal council shall, by resolution, 
direct the division, and the mayor shall make it pub- 
lic by means of edicts and by publication in the 
newspaper in which the municipality inserts its an- 
nouncements. 

(2) The permanent residents of the district 
may, withing fifteen days after the date of the pub- 
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lication of the resolution, make such protests as 
they may deem proper against the same. 

(3) If no protest should be made, the resolution 
shall become final upon the expiration of said pe- 
riod. If there should be protests, the municipal coun- 
cil shall examine them and decide what it may 
deem proper, permanent residents being permitted 
to make use of the remedies established by Title 
VIII of this law. 

Art. 24. — After a Municipal District shall have 
been divided in accordance with the provisions of 
this law, it cannot be changed before the expira- 
tion of two years, and then only in the event that, 
through the lapse of time, such division does not 
conform to the conditions and circumstances of good 
local administration; but it shall never be effected 
within the six months next preceding any ordinary 
election. 

The proceedings for changing the division shall 
be begun on the initiative of the municipal council 
or of at least ten per cent of the permanent resi- 
dents of the barrio, the procedure prescribed in the 
preceding article being pursued. 

Art. 25. — The jurisdiction in matters relating 
to municipal taxation and other matters pertaining 
to the municipal administration, over bays, ports 
or rivers, shall be vested in the municipality having 
the greatest number of inhabitants among those 
bounded by the waters in question, without preju- 
dice to the provisions of the fifth paragraph of arti- 
cle 216 of this law and the law of ports, the civil 
code, the law of waters, the provisions relating to 
custom houses and others relating to this matter. 
The wharves, piers and constructions of all kinds on 
the littoral, remain under the jurisdiction of the 
municipality in which they are located, without 
prejudice to said laws and provisions. 

CHAPTER U. 

THE INHABITANTS OP MUNICIPAL DISTRICTS AND THEIR 
RIGHTS AND DUTIES. 

Art. 26. — The inhabitants of a municipal dis- 
trict are residents or transients. The residents are 
permanent residents (vecinos) or domiciliary resi- 
dents (domiciliados) . 
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Art. 27. — A permanent resident is any Cuban PERMANENT 
by birth or naturalization, emancipated, who resides RESIDENT* 
habitually in said district and who is entered as 
such upon the register (padrdn) of the municipality. 

A domiciliary resident is any Cuban citizen, not DOMICILIARY 
emancipated, who habitually resides in the municipal RESIDENTS. 
district, without having the condition of a perma- 
nent resident. 

A transient is any person who, not being com- 
prised in the provisions of the preceding paragraphs, 
is temporarily in the municipal district. 



TRANSIENTS. 



Art. 28. — A foreigner, who has resided unin- 
terruptedly for five years in the country and who 
practices a profession, or is the owner of real pro- 
perty, or has a commercial, manufacturing or in- 
dustrial establishment, shall be considered a per- 
manent resident for all the purposes of this law, 
unless he makes a bona fide declaration to the con- 
trary, addressed to the mayor. 

Art. 29. — Every resident must be entered on 
the respective register. 

A person residing alternately in more than one 
municipal district, shall choose one of them for the 
purposes of registration. 

If a person should be registered in more than 
one municipal register, the last registration shall 
be -held to be valid, the earlier ones thereupon be- 
coming null. 

Art. SO. — The condition of a permanent resident 
shall be declared by the respective mayor, either 
on his own motion or at the instance of a party in 
interest. 
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Art. 31. — The mayor shall, on his own motion, MAYOR 

declare every emancipated Cuban, who shall have SHAIiL MAKE 
resided uninterruptedly in the municipal district DECLARATION 
one year at the time of the preparation or revi- 
sion of the register, to be a permanent resident. He 
dhall make a like declaration with regard to the per- 
sons who at such time fill a public office which re- 
quires a fixed residence, even though a full year's 
residence shall not have been completed; and this 
shall also be done with respect to foreigners included 
in the provisions of article 28. 
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Art. 32. — The mayor shall at any time declare 
any emancipated Cuban citizen or foreigner legally 
qualified therefor, to be a permanent resident, upon 
his request, without such act exempting the petition- 
er from the payment of the municipal taxes accru- 
ing against him, up to the date of such declaration, 
in the municipal district constituting his prior resi- 
dence; but the petitioner must establish that he 
has actually resided continuously in the new muni- 
cipal district for a period of not less than three 
months. The appeal established by article 40 of this 
law lies from a decision denying such declaration. 

Art. 33.— All inhabitants of a municipal dis- 
trict have a right of action in protest against the re- 
solutions of municipal councils directly affecting 
them or of a communal character. 



EQUAL Art* 34* — All permanent residents have equal 

BIGHTS. rights to enjoy the communal property and the 

rights and benefits extended by the municipal gov- 
ernment. 



CHAPTER m. 



PREPA- 
RATION OF 
REGISTER. 



THE MUNICIPAL REGISTER. 

Art. 35. — The municipal administration shall 
be obliged to prepare the register, that is to say, a 
detailed statement of all the inhabitants of the mu- 
nicipal district, setting forth their condition as per- 
manent residents, domiciliary residents, or transients, 
and name, age, civil status, occupation, residence 
and other circumstances of a statistical character 
required for a proper municipal administration. 

ADBUNIS- Art. 36. — The register is a formal, public and 

TRATIVEREG- authentic instrument, available for all administra- 
ISTER. tive purposes. 

QTJINQUEN- Art. 37. — Every five years a new register shall 

NIAL REGIS- be prepared, to be revised every intermediate year, 
'***" by inscriptions made either officially or at the in- 

stance of interested parties, and by eliminations due 
CORRECTIONS, to legal incapacity, death or change of residence, 
whicJh have taken place during the year. 
DECLA- Residents who change their domiciles, the par- 
RATIONS. ents or guardians of those who become incapacitated, 
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the judges who declare the incapacity, and the tes- 
tamentary and other heirs of deceased persons, are 
obliged to present the proper declaration to the 
respective mayors, in order that the elimination may 
be made. 

Art. 38. — Every time the quinquennial register 
is made or the annual revision takes place, the ma- 
yor shall cause to be published a r6sum6 of the 
changes which have occurred during the year, with 
a statement of the total number of inhabitants in 
the municipal district. 

Art. 39. — The register and the revision shall 
be made in the month of January and shall be open 
to inspection in the office of the secretary of the mu- 
nicipal administration, during office hours on work- 
ing days. 

During the following fifteen days, the mayor 
shall receive the protests, which any resident in the 
municipal district may make against the register or 
the revision thereof, and shall render a decision 
thereon during the remainder of the month, im- 
mediately communicating such decision to each per- 
son interested. 

Art. 40. — The appeals provided for in article 
266 shall lie against such decisions of the mayor. 

After the proper corrections shall have been 
made, the register shall be declared closed, the re- 
vised lists thereupon being published. 

Art. 41. — The mayor shall forward to the pres- 
ident of the Republic and to the Provincial Gov- 
ernor, during the last month of each fiscal year, a 
statement of the number of permanent residents, 
domiciliary residents and transients. 

TITLE III. 

ORGVNIZATION OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT. 
CHAPTER L 

Organization of the Municipal Council. 

Art. 42. — The members of the municipal coun- 
cil shall be called councilmen, to be elected, by direct 
suffrage, in the proportion determined in the follow- 
ing article. 
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number. Art. 43. — The number of councilmen in each 

municipality, without prejodice to the provisions 
hereinafter contained with regard to the municipal- 
ities comprised in Title VII of this law, shall con- 
form to the following graduated scale, based upon 
the national census of population, with the modifica- 
tions made necessary by the register: 

Prom 3,001 to 10,000 inhabitants, nine council- 
men; from 10,001 to 30,000, fifteen; from 30,001 to 
100,000, twenty-one; over 100,001 inhabitants, twen- 
ty-five councilmen. 

CHANGE OF Art. 44. — When a municipal council is of the 

opinion that, owing to the increase in the number 
of inhabitants in its largest center of population, it 
INCREASE, is entitled to a larger number of councilmen, it may 
so declare, upon the presentation of data establish- 
ing this fact, by a vote of two-thirds of the total 
number of councilmen which the council should have 
in accordance with this law. Certified copies of the 
minutes of the session and of the antecedents in the 
matter shall be forwarded to the President of the 
Republic and to the governor of the province, as 
soon as the resolution becomes final. 

The election of the additional councilmen shall 
take place at the first renewal of the municipal 
council. 

The municipal council shall determine by lot 
the new councilmen whose term of office shall expire 
in two years, and those whose term shall expire in 
four years, for the purpose of complying with the 
provisions of article 51. Such determination shall 
be made by the municipal council at one of the first 
three sessions which it may hold after the elections. 

REDUCTION. A municipal council may also declare that it 

should have a lower number of councilmen than it 
actually has, upon complying with requisites simi- 
lar to those necessary for the preceding declaration. 
In such case, the next renewal of the councilmen 
shall be effected in the following manner: The 
councilmen of the series to be renewed shall discon- 
tinue in office, as well as such number of council- 
men whose term of office would not expire until the 
next renewal, for the purpose of reducing them to 
the number the municipal . council is to have there- 
after, the councilmen who are to discontinue in of- 
fice being determined by lot, after which the other 
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portion of the total number of councilmen which 
the municipal council is to have thereafter shall be 
elected. 

If the municipal council should become one of 
the class referred to in Title VII, it shall reorganize 
its personnel and services as soon as the newly elect- 
ed councilmen shall take possession of their offices. 

In such case, if the municipal council should 
not do so, the provincial council may, on its own 
initiative, or at the suggestion of the Governor, or 
at the instance of permanent residents of the muni- 
cipal district, adopt a resolution changing the class 
of the municipal council, after hearing said muni- 
cipal council and establishing the facts which are 
the grounds for the resolution. 

Art. 45. — In order to be a councilman it shall 
be necessary: 

(1) To be a Cuban by birth or naturalization 
and to have resided at least one continuous year in 
the municipal district in question, or to be a for- 
eigner with five years' residence in the Republic 
and one year in the municipal district, and to have 
a family, commercial or industrial establishment, 
own property, practice a profession or industry, and 
pay the proper tax. 

(2) To have attained the age of twenty-five 
years. 

(3) To be in the full enjoyment of civil and 
political rights. 

(4) To know how to read and write. 
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Art. 46. — The following cannot be councilmen: 

(1) Persons disqualified by judicial sentence. 

(2) Persons directly or indirectly interested in 
services, contracts, concessions or the furnishing of 
supplies within the municipal district, for the ac- 
count of the municipality, the province, or the state, 
and the employees of such persons. 

(3) Persons who are debtors by reason of defi- 
cits in accounts, or bonds, to the municipal funds, 
against whom compulsory process has issued. 

(4) Persons parties to administrative, conten- 
tious-administrative or judicial proceedings against 
the municipal council, or who have an establish- 
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ment which is under its jurisdiction or administer- 
ed by it. 

(5) Persons holding or who have held, during 
the three months immediately prior to the elections, 
any office or discharged any commission under the 
central or provincial government, which carried with 
it the exercise of authority in the municipal district 
in which such elections are held. 

A councilman elected my enter upon the dis- 
charge of his office if he causes the ground of dis- 
qualification referred to in subdivisions 2, 3 and 4 of 
this article, to be removed before the date upon 
which he is to enter upon his office, in accordance 
with article 60. 
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Art. 47. — The office of councilman is incom- 
patible : 

(1) With that of provincial councilman, gov- 
ernor, senator, representative or any other elective 
office. 

(2) With offices in the judiciary or depart- 
ment of public prosecution, and with other offices 
declared incompatible by special provisions of a le- 
gislative character. 

(3) With offices remunerated from municipal, 
provincial or general funds, even though the salary 
attached thereto shall have been waived, excepting 
professors of official institutions, appointed after 
competitive examination. 

In cases of incompatibility, the councilman-elect 
must make his choice before the day on which he 
would enter upon office under the law. Should he 
fail to do so, the office of councilman shall be un- 
derstood to be vacant. 
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Art. 48. — The following may excuse themselves 
from being councilmen: persons who have formerly 
filled the office for two years at least, persons over 
sixty years of age, and those physically disqualified. 

Any elected councilman who should take posses- 
sion of the office of councilman, without having 
presented any legal excuse, must continue in such 
office, unless some cause constituting a legitimate 
excuse shall have occurred subsequently to the elec- 
tion. Persons physically incapacitated may be ex- 
cused at any time. 
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Art. 49. — Councilmen shall discontinue in of- 
fice when any of the causes of disqualification arise 
or they lose any of the conditions of eligibility. 

Art. 60. — Any councilman, who shall cease be- 
ing a permanent resident of the municipality in 
which he has been elected, shall cease in the dis- 
charge of his duties. 

Such changes of residence shall be established 
by means of a certificate issued by the secretary 
of the Municipal Administration of the district to 
which the councilman in question may have removed. 

Art. 51. — Councilmen shall be elected for a term 
of four years, the number being renewed in part 
every two years. 

Art. 52. — At the biennial renewals, any vacan- 
cies in the series to be renewed shall be filled, al- 
ways in accordance with the provisions of the elec- 
toral law. 

Art. 53. — Councilmen may obtain leaves of ab- 
sence from the municipal council, for periods not 
to exceed three months; but not more than one-fifth 
the total number of councilmen which the municipal 
council should have, in accordance with this law, 
shall enjoy leave of absence at the same time. 

Councilmen shall require the authority of the 
president of the municipal council, in order to ab- 
sent themselves from the municipal district on ses- 
sion days. 

Art. 54. — Any absolute vacancy in the office of 
councilman which may occur in the interval between 
two elections, shall be filled in accordance with the 
provisions of tba electoral law. 

The vacancies shall be understood to be filled 
only for the unexpired term of the councilman who 
.may have caused it. 

Art. 55. — The office of councilman is obligatory, 
honorary and gratuitous. It shall not be obligatory 
for foreigners. 

Art. 56. — Resignations of corincilmen, in order 
to be considered, must be presented individually, 
and the resignation of a majority of the members 
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of the municipal council shall never be presented 
at the same time. The council shall pass on resigna- 
tions in the order in which they are presented. 

Art. 57. — The right to act upon resignations, 
excuses, incompatibilities and disqualification of 
councilmen, is vested in the municipal council, and 
any permanent resident may institute proceedings 
in the last two cases. 

Art. 58.— Councilmen shall be personally liable 
before the courts of justice, for the acts they per- 
form in the discharge of their duties, if they vio- 
late the law by sueh acts. 

Art. 59. — No councilman shall be removed, ex- 
cept by virtue of a final judgment of a court of 
competent jurisdiction, holding <him to be guilty of 
a criminal offense which the laws in force punish 
by disqualification to hold public office. 

Art. 60. — Municipal elections shall be held every 
two years. 

The persons elected shall take charge of their 
offices the first day of the month following their 
election, if they have been proclaimed elected; and 
otherwise, within ten days after their proclamation. 

An alternate for councilman shall take posses- 
sion of his office within ten days following the oc- 
currence of the vacancy he is to fill. 

If the municipal council should not be in ses- 
sion, the president thereof shall immediately call an 
extra session, for the purpose of installing the new 
councilmen in office. 
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Art. 61. — After the biennial elections, the mu- 
nicipal council shall install in office the new coun- 
cilmen, the members whose terms have expired with- 
drawing at once. Thereupon, under the temporary 
presidency of the senior councilman in point of ser- 
vice, or of the eldest, if there should be two or more 
of the same length of service, a president, vice-pres- 
ident and two secretaries shall be elected by secret 
ballot from among the members of the council. 

The youngest councilman shall act as temporary 
secretary. 



Art 62.— The secretaries shall be first and 
second: the latter to take the place of the former, 
and in the absence of both, the youngest councilman 
present shall act as secretary. 

Art. 63. — The voting shall be by ballots, which 
the councilmen, called in alphabetical order of sur- 
names, shall deposit in the box provided for the 
purpose. 

Art. 64. — Upon the conclusion of the voting, 
the temporary president shall take the ballots from 
the box, one by one, reading their contents aloud, 
the secretary reading them also. All the councilmen 
have the right to examine the ballots, the persons 
obtaining the largest number of votes being consider- 
ed elected, lots being drawn in case of a tie. The 
temporary president and secretary shall vote last. 

Art. 66. — The temporary president having pro- 
claimed the result of the election, the persons elect- 
ed shall occupy their places, and thereupon the 
municipal council shall be declared constitued. 

Art. 66.— /The president and the councilmen* 
elect who may have attended, having been installed, 
the municipal council shall, in a proper case, install 
the new mayor, such act being entered on the min- 
utes. 
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Art. 67.— The president of the municipal coun- PRESIDENT 
cil aftiall represent the same. He shall direct the n0J * °* *OT- 
discussions, he shall vote therein, and in cases of oouNCllf A L 
ties he shall cast an additional deciding vote. He 
shall always vote last. 

The president of the municipal council cannot BELIEF OF. 
be relieved of said office, except by resolution of 
two thirds of the total number of councilmen which 
the municipal council should have in accordance 
with this law. 

He shall also discontinue in office, if he loses 
his office of councilman. 

Art. 68.— It shall be the duty of the municipal ORGANIZA- 
eouncil to organize the offices of the municipal gov- T 101 * 0I> 0F " 
ernment, fixing the number, salaries and functions 
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of its employees, always within the general plan 
established in articles 2, 7 and 92 and other concor- 
dant ones of this law, and with the limitation of 
article 192 with regard to expenses for personnel; 
but everything in the nature of municipal adminis- 
trative functions, remains under the authority of 
the mayor, who shall have direct charge, therefore, 
of the personnel, the office, duty or service in ques- 
tion. 

No member of the Municipal Council shall be 
appointed to an office created during the term for 
which he was elected. Nor shall be receive during 
such term, nor for one year afterwards, any salary 
or remuneration provided for while he was a coun- 
cilman. 

Art. 69. — The municipal council shall organize 
committees of its own members, corresponding to 
the different departments of the municipal execu- 
tive, not only for the division of the work, according 
to the different branches of the local government, 
but also for the purposes of the supervision which 
it has the right to exercise over such departments, 
in order to better protect the interests of the muni- 
cipality; but this shall not be construed as prevent- 
ing any member of the council from taking any ac- 
tion within the same tending to the attainment of 
the ends entrusted to said committees. Two or more 
branches of government may be entrusted to one 
committee. 

Said committees shall perform work of an in- 
terior character for the municipal council, which, 
with the explanations and reports the committees 
may submit, shall decide what may be proper, and 
such committees shall in addition have the right of 
initiative to propose to the council whatever they 
may deem in furtherance of the interests of the 
municipality, in matters pertaining to the branch 
to which the committee belongs. 

The municipal council may also appoint from 
among its own members any special committee for 
the investigation of a specific matter or situation. 

The designation of the councilmen to compose 
these committees shall be made by the municipal 
council. 



31 



Art. 70. — A number of permanent residents, 
citizens or foreigners, not greater than the number 
of councilmen of the committee, shall form part of 
each of the committees referred to in the preceding 
article, as associate members, excepting the commit* 
tee on the treasury and budget and the territorial 
tax committee. 

The associate members of all the committees 
shall have the same right to vote as the councilmen. 

Such associate members shall be designated by 
the municipal council; and these offices, which are 
honorary, obligatory and gratuitous, shall be filled 
only by appointment of persons of recognized stand- 
ing in the municipality. 

If there are any organized guilds, chambers of 
commerce, corporations or associations of a scienti- 
fic, industrial, labor or like character in the muni- 
cipality, the president of the municipal council shall 
request such bodies to designate one or more of their 
members, of any nationality, for appointment as as- 
sociate members. 

The number of foreign associate members shall 
not exceed one-half the number of associate members 
each committee may have. 
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Art. 71. — The municipal council shall, at the 
second session after its renewal, fix the number of 
permanent committees into which it is to be divided, 
and immediately after the adoption of the resolution 
on this point the election of the persons to compose 
the committees will be proceeded with by secret bal- 
lot, the persons obtaining the largest number of votes 
being elected, and tics being decided by lot. 

The special committees shall be elected in the 
same manner. 
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Art. 72. — The committees on the treasury and TREASURY 

budget shall be constituted in the following form: AND BUDGET, 

In municipalities having five to seven councilmen, FIVE TO 

with two such councilmen and two associate mem- SEVEN COUN- 

bers, one of whom shall be a tax-payer on real pro- OILMEN. 
perty and the other on industry or commerce; in 

those having nine councilmen, with three of said NINE OOUN- 

councilmen and three associate members, who pay OILMEN, 
taxes on rural property, urban property or on in- 
dustry or commerce, respectively; in those having 
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fifteen councilmen, with four of such eouaeilmen, 
sad the same number of associate members, paying 
taxes on urban property, rural property or on in- 
dustry or commerce, respectively; in those having 
twenty-one councilmen, with five of such council- 
men, and five associate members, four of whom shall 
pay taxes as above prescribed, and one on arts and 
trades; in those having twenty-five councilmen, with 
six of such councilmen, and an equal number of 
associate members, that is to say, five having the 
qualifications mentioned in the preceding ease, and 
one paying a tax under article III of the law of 
municipal taxation. 

The associate members referred to in this ar- 
ticle may be citizens or foreigners, and they shall 
be designated from among the twenty tax payers 
of the municipal district, who individually pay the 
highest quota in each respective class, this number 
being extended to include all those who pay the 
same quota as the taxpayer whose name appears in 
the twentieth place on the list. 

If the number of taxpayers in any class should 
not reach twenty, they shall be selected from the 
number there may be. 



TERRITO- 
TAX 



Art. 73. — A territorial tax committee shall be 
constituted as follows: 
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Art. 74. — The municipal council shall every 
year appoint a committee composed of three eoua- 
eilmen and three associate members. These associate 
members shall be tax-payers by virtue of an in- 
dustry, commerce, profession, art or trade. 

The nationality shall not be taken into consider- 
ation in making these appointments. 

This committee shall undertake the preparation 
of the general register of such taxpayers, and every 
three months it shall make an inspection to ascer- 
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tain whether the increase or decrease in the number 
of tax payers corresponds to the facts, making a re- 
port to the municipal council of its inspection. 

Arit 75. — The disqualifications, incompatible 
ties and excuses With reference to the office of as- 
sociate member shall be the same as for the office 
of councilman, except as otherwise provided in this 
law; and the municipal council shall act thereon, 
immediately filling any vacancies whioh may occur* 

In all cases the municipal council may, by a 
resolution adopted by two-thirds of the total num- 
ber of councilmen which the council should have in 
accordance with this law, remove an associate mem- 
ber for just cause, after hearing the person inter- 
ested. 
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Art. 76.— The term of office of an associate 
member shall be two years. After the first year, 
however, any associate member desiring to do so, 
may resign. 

Art. 77. — Any excuse for non-attendance at the 
sessions of the committee by an associate member, 
must be based upon a good cause duly established 
before the president of the municipal council. 
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Art. 78— The absence of an associate member, PENALTIES. 
without justification, from a session to which he had 
been duly summoned, shall be punished by the im- 
position of a fine of two dollars in municipab'ties 
having less than three thousand inhabitants; of 
five dollars in municipalities having from three 
thousand and one to thirty thousand inhabitants; of 
ten dollars in municipalities having from thirty 
thousand and one to one hundred thousand inhabi- 
tants and of fifteen dollars in municipalities having 
more than one hundred thousand inhabitants. In the 
event of a repetition, the fine shall be doubled. 

If the fine should not be paid within the term how OOL- 

of ten days after service of notice thereof, the pro- LEOTED. 
per certification shall be sent to the respective muni- 
cipal judge for collection of the fine by compulsory 
process, without prejudice to the office being declar- 
ed vacant, in accordance with the provisions of ar- 
ticle 46, third subdivision, and of article 75. 
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The fine shall be imposed by the president of 
the municipal council, and an appeal for a recon- 
sideration shall lie to the said president within five 
days, who shall render a decision within a similar 
period. A contentious-administrative appeal lies 
from a decision denying a reconsideration. 

Art. 79. — The secretary shall report to the 
president of the municipal council any vacancies 
on the respective committees in the offices of as- 
sociate members, due to death or legal cause, steps 
being taken to fill such vacancies. 



MAYOR. 



CHAPTER II. 

ORGANIZATION OP THE MUNICIPAL EXECUTIVE POWER. 

Art. 80. — The mayor is the chief of the execu- 
tive power of the municipality, and also of the mu- 
nicipal administration. 



ELECTION Art. 81. — The mayor of a municipality shall be 

OP MAYOR. elected by the people, by direct election, in the man- 
ner and at the time prescribed by the Electoral Law. 
His term of office shall be four years. 

SALARY. Art. 82. — The mayor shall receive from the mu- 

nicipal treasury a salary which may be changed at 
any time; but any change made shall not go into 
effect until after new elections shall have been held 
and the mayor shall have taken possession of his 
office. 
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Art. 83. — The following qualifications shall be 
necessary to be a mayor: 

(1) To be a Cuban by birth or naturalization, 
and a permanent resident of the municipal district, 
with at least two years' continuous residence therein. 

(2) To have attained the age of thirty years. 

(3) To be in the full enjoyment of civil an 3 
political rights. 

(4) To know how to read and write. 



Art. 84.-r-The following cannot be mayors: 

(1) Persons disqualified by a judicial sentence. 

(2) Persons directly or indirectly interested in 
services, concessions, contracts or the furnishing of 
supplies within the municipal district, for the ac- 
count of the municipality, the province, or the state, 
and the employees of such persons. 

(3) Debtors by reason of bonds or deficits in 
accounts to the municipal funds, against whom com- 
pulsory process may have issued. 

(4) Persons involved in administrative, con- 
tentious-administrative or judicial controversies, with 
the municipality, or with an institution under its 
jurisdiction or administered by it. 

(5) Persons who may have held an office or 
discharged a commission, during the three months 
next prior to the elections, by appointment of the 
central or provincial government, with the exercise 
of authority in the municipal district in which they 
are held or discharged. 

A mayor-elect may enter upon the discharge of 
his office, if he removes the cause of disqualification 
referred to in the second, third and fourth cases of 
this article, before the date on which he should take 
possession of his office, according to articles 60 
and 66. 

Art. 86. — The office of mayor is incompatible: 

(1) With that of provincial councilman, sen- 
ator, representative, or any other elective office. 

(2) "With offices in the judiciary and in the 
department of public prosecution, and other offices 
declared incompatible by special provisions of a leg- 
islative character. 

(3) With offices remunerated from municipal, 
provincial or general funds, even though the salary 
shall have been waived, excepting professorships of 
official institutions secured after competitive exami- 
nation. 

In cases of incompatibility the person elected 
must choose, before the date on which he srtiould 
take legal possession of office, the office he intend* 
to retain. Should he fail to do so, it shall be under- 
stood that the office of mayor is vacant. 
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Art. 86. — Whenever, in the opinion of tike mu- 
nicipal council or anv elector, the m^yor 14 in- 
eluded in any cause of incompatibility or disqualifi- 
<tetiw, said council or elector shall mtfce a report 
thereof to the governor of the province, in order 
that he may direct the suspension pi such mayor ii 
he deem* it proper. 



suspension Art 87. — The governor of thq proving may 

of m Air ob suspend the mayor from office* in cases when be 

mon o^oon" exceeds his powers, violates the Constitution, iff 

stitutiqn the * aws > or for infractions of the resolutions pf the 
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provincial council, or failure to comply with hi* 
duties. 

Art. 88. — Every order of suspension shall set 
forth the cause therefor and shall be issued after 
hearing the mayor, who shall, for this purpose, be 
informed by the governor of the charge against him. 

The mayor may within the next ten days maice 
an answer in his defense, and the governor shall 
render his decision, with or without the written 
answer, within the next three days. 

The suspension having been deereed, It shall be 
carried into effeot, and the governor shall forthwith 
make a report to the provincial council. He shall 
adso communicate the facts to the fiscal of the res- 
pective Audiencia, in cases of criminal offenses. 

Art 89. — The mayor may appeal from the sus- 
pension decreed by the governor, to the president 
of the republic, within ten days from the, d*te of 
ser^ce of notice. A contentious-administrative ap- 
peal lies from the decision of the latter. 

If the contentious-administrative appeal should 
be dismissed, or if it should not be interposed with- 
in the legal term, the suspension shall be converted 
into removal from office; and this shall also take 
place in the mayor fails to appeal to the president 
within the legal term, after he shall have been sus- 
pended by the governor. 

Art. 90. — In the temporary or permanent ab- 
sence of the mayor, he shall be substituted ii* the 
discharge of his duties by the president of the mu- 
nicipal council, or the person acting in his stead. 
If the absence be permanent, the substitution shaH 
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continue until the end of the term for which the 
mayor may have been elected. 

Art. 91.— When the president Qf the municipal 
eoqncil or the person acting in his stead, shajl sub- 
stitute the mayor for a period exceeding ten days, 
he shall draw a salary equal to one-half that reced- 
ed by the mayor. When the substitution exceeds 
two months, }iis salary shall be equal to that assign- 
ed the mayor. The salary referred to in this artiele 
shall begin ii) the former case, on the eleventh day of 
the substitution, and in the latter case, at the begin- 
ning of the third month of the substitution. 

Alt. 92. — The administrative functions of each 
municipality shall be organized into departments, 
which shall constitute the offices of the municipal 
administration, for the purpose of attending to the 
various branches of the public service of the muni- 
aipality, which departments shall have at their heads 
chiefs of equal rank. Each municipal eouneil may 
ftit the number of these departments as it may deem 
advisable for the proper serviee in local matters, en- 
trusting one or more services to a single department, 
or otherwise; but there tfhall always be at least three 
departments: the first, to have charge of the treas* 
wry and collections; the second, to have eharge of 
accounting and auditing ; and the third, to have 
charge of the duties of the secretary's office, com- 
prising in this case all other municipal services; 
without prejudice to the exceptions of Title VII of 
this law. 

In municipalities having a center of popula- 
tion of ever one hundred thousand inhabitants, there 
shall be in addition a department of taxation, which 
shall have eharge of the preparation of all docu- 
ments requiring the intervention of the auditor, in 
matters of collection. 
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Art. 93.— All that which pertains to the orga- 
nization of departments or their modification, in a 
proper cape, is definitely under the Charge of the 
municipal council, which shall also have the right 
to fix, within the limits established by article 192, 
the salaries of the officials who are to render such 
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REOOMMEN- services; but the mayor may recommend to the ma- 
2£^ON* 0* nicipal council the organization he may consider most 
THE MAYOR. advigable 

Art. 94. — The heads of the departments of the 
municipal executive shall meet in the office of the 
mayor, under the presidency of the latter, at such 
periodical intervals as he may fix, which shall be at 
least twice a week, in order that each of them may 
report the condition of the services of his depart- 
ment and any proposed work for the fullest devel- 
opment of the general interests of the municipality, 
for the purpose of obtaining unity of action in the 
municipal administration. 

Art. 95. — All the municipal offices are public, 
as are the books and documents, and a sufficient 
time shall be fixed daily in order that they may be 
examined by any person wishing to do so. 

Art. 96. — Every head of a department of the 
municipal administration shall, during the first 
three days of each month, forward to the president 
of the municipal council a brief report setting forth 
the status of the matters under his charge during 
the preceding month. Such reports shall be transmit- 
ted to the proper committee, which shall v make a 
report thereon, if necessary, the secretary thereupon 
submitting them to the municipal council. 
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Art. 97. — There shall be barrio mayors where- 
ever the municipal council shall deem it necessary, 
for the purpose of furnishing all the inhabitants of 
the municipal district with the services of the mu- 
nicipal government. 

Art. 98. — The barrio mayor exercises and rep- 
resents by delegation, the municipal authority; and 
in such capacity obedience is due him in his district, 
from the respective police agents. He shall make an 
immediate report to the municipal mayor of any 
deficiency or irregularity he may observe in the ser- 
vices or public works of the municipality. 
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Art. 99.— Barrio mayors shall be appointed by appoint- 

the municipal council, on the recommendation of 2SSw VAI ^ iro 
the municipal mayor. They may be removed by the 
municipal council whenever a new municipal mayor 
enters office, but always on the recommendation of 
the latter. They may also be removed at any other 
time by the municipal council for just cause., duly 
established, after hearing the interested party. 

Art 100. — Every barrio mayor shall have his SUBSTITUTE, 
substitute, who shall be appointed and removed in 
the manner prescribed by the preceding article. 

When the barrio mayor is a collector of taxes, SECRETARY, 
he may have a secretary. 



Art. 101. — In addition to the functions which 
other laws, or the resolutions of the municipal coun- 
cils, expressly entrust to him, the barrio mayor shall 
permanently perform the following duties: 

(1) To be the medium of communication be- 
tween the inhabitants of the barrio who apply to 
him, and the superior municipal authorities, keep- 
ing, therefore, a register of documents and corres- 
pondence received and another of those sent. 

(2) To have charge of the live stock register, 
unless otherwise provided by the municipal council, 
in accordance with the legislation upon the subject. 

(3) To keep a register of licenses for establish- 
ments of all kinds. 

(4) To execute and comply with such requisi- 
tions And notifications, orders and circulars as he 
may receive from superior authorities. 

(5) To exercise the necessary vigilance to se- 
cure compliance with the municipal ordinances and 
provisions of a general character emanating from 
the municipal council or the municipal mayor, re- 
porting to the latter any violations thereof he may 
observe, for the purpose of the imposition of the 
respective fines, if proper. 

(6) To take care that the public highways and 
rights of way are kept in a good condition. 

(7) To issue tickets providing for medical at- 
tendance at the homes of the poor. 

(8) To furnish the assistance which, by reason 
of their functions, may be demanded by the agents 
of the treasury, treasury inspectors, or any delegate 
of the central power. 
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(9) To issue permits for the burial of paapers 
and to take all necessary steps in cases of death 
without medical attendance, including the inscrip- 
tion in the civil registry. 

(10) To take charge of abandoned corpses, mak- 
ing a preliminary investigation, until the arrival of 
the court. 

(11) To report in proceedings for the issue of 
certificates of life. 

(12) To report immediately io the municipal 
mayor any interruption in the public (services, and 
any accidents and imperfection* he may observe 
therein, such as the breakage of W4ter pipes, the 
sinking of bridges, and any other of a similar char- 
acter which he should report. 

(13) To discharge the duties of collector of mu- 
nicipal taxes, whenever he is delegated to do so, ac- 
cording to the provisions of article 207. 

(14) To co-operate in the enforcement ef the 
provisions prohibiting the presence of children of 
sehool age in the public streets, except for good 
cause, during school hours. 



EXCEPTIONS. Art* 108, — The obligations enumerated in the 

preceding article may be entrusted, in whole or in 
part by the municipal council, to otbcr officials, 
whenever it may deem this advisable in furtherance 
of the service. 
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Art. 103. — The office of barrio mayor is obli- 
gatory, gratuitous and honorary, but the barr}o may- 
or discharging the duties of a collector of munici- 
pal taxes shall draw the salary the council may 
fix, within the limits prescribed by article 192 of 
this law. 
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Art. 104. — All municipal employees shall be ap- 
pointed and removed by the municipal council, as 
prescribed by the Civil Service Law and the provi- 
sions of this law; but the mayor shall appoint and 
remove the employees of his office, subject to the 
same provisions. 
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Art. 165. — The mayor may decree and enforce 
the suspension of any employee of the municipal 
administration, whose removal be may have recom- 
mended to the municipal council, always observing 
the provisions of the Civil Service tow. 

Art J.06. — In order to foe secretary of the mu- 
nicipal administration, it is necessary to be a Cu- 
ban citizen, by birth or naturalization, over twenty- 
three years of age, to be in the full enjoyment of 
civil and political rights, and not subject to any of 
the incompatibilities mentioned in the following ar- 
ticle. 

Art. 107. — The following shall be ineligible for 
the office of secretary of the municipal adminis- 
tration ; 

(1) Councilmen of the same municipal council. 

(2) Notaries and court clerks. 

(3) Publio employees. 

(4) Persons included in any of the cases of 
artktfe 45 of this law. 

Art. 108. — The secretary of the municipal ad- 
ministration shall be the head of the secretary's de- 
partment of the municipal administration, and in 
addition to the duties which other laws or the reso- 
lutions of the municipal council expressly entrust 
to him, it shall be his duty: 

(1) To organize, exercise an inspection over 
and attend to everything connected with the office 
of which ho is the head. 

(2) To take action on and prepare for deci- 
sion, cases coming under his department. 

(3) To keap in bis custody, under his strictest 
liability, the documents received from the munici- 
pal executive containing resolutions of the muni- 
cipal council. 

(4) 1*0 propose, without delay, to the mayor, 
anything which may be proper for the execution of 
the resolutions of the municipal council which have 
become final, making, under his strictest liability 
the date of the report to the mayor appear in the 
record. 

(5) To see that registers of the documents and 
official correspondence received and sent are kept. 
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(6) To issue and sign the certificates which the 
mayor may order prepared. 

(7) To have in his custody the records of the 
municipality) as a duty attached to the office of 
the secretary of the municipal administration, where 
there is no custodian of records. 

(8) To act as secretary at the meetings pre- 
scribed by article 94 of this law. 

(9) To prepare the material for messages, re- 
ports, and other works entrusted to him by the laws 
or the mayor. 

(10) To have under his charge and direct, the 
register of permanent residents, under the authority 
of the mayor. 



ADDI TIONAL Art. 109. — The secretary of the municipal ad- 

DUTIES. ministration shall also perform all such duties as 

may be conferred by the codes, special laws, regu- 
lations, instructions and other provisions of a gen- 
eral character, upon the secretary of the municipal 
council, excepting those which continue vested in 
the latter, according to article 147 of this law. 
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DUTIES. 



Art. 110. — The accountant-auditor of the mu- 
nicipality shall be the head of the accounting and 
auditing department, and shall have the powers, 
duties and responsibilities prescribed by the Law 
of Municipal Accounting. 



TREASURER* 
COLLECTOR. 



POWE RS 
AND DUTIES. 



Art. 111. — The treasurer-collector of the muni- 
cipality shall be the head of the department of the 
treasury and col-lection, in which capacity he shall 
have the custody of the funds, and shall have the 
powers, duties and responsibilities prescribed by the 
Law of Municipal Accounting. 
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Art. 112. — Every municipal official or employee 
handling funds of the municipality shall, before en- 
tering upon the discharge of his duties, furnish the 
bond fixed by the municipal council, and, in addi- 
tion thereto, he shall be required to render accounts. 
In no case shall the bond be personal. Contractors 
and concessionnaires, before beginning their work or 
service, shall likewise furnish a bond. 
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Art. 113. — No municipal employee shall become employees 
interested, either directly or indirectly, in services, JJJjIJ^^ ^{} 
concessions, contracts or the furnishing of supplies CONTRACTS. 
connected with the municipality, un.ler penalty of 
remov.il from office, and without prejudica to the 
criminal liability they may incur. 
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CHAPTER I. 
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Duties and Powers of the Municipal Council. 

Art. 114. — It shall be the duty of the municipal 
council, in every case, to take all proper steps to 
provide for the common needs of the municipality, 
and any measures it may deem conducive to the 
prosperity and culture thereof. 

For these purposes, the municipal council is 
hereby vested with all powers necessary to regulate, 
by its deliberations and resolutions, all affairs of 
the municipality within the provisions of this law. 

Art. 115. — A municipality shall be a juridical 
person for all the purposes of Chapter II, of Title 
II, Book First of the Civil Code, and in accordance 
with article 38 of said Code it may sue and be sued 
and acquire all kinds of rights, by any legal means, 
enjoying them in the form it may deem most favor- 
able to the general interests of the community. 

Art. 116. — Every municipality shall have an MUNICIPAL 
inalienable and imprescriptible ownership, consider- PROPERTY. 
ed as property dedicated to public use, over the 
highways and roads within its district, over the 
streets, avenues, promenades, squares, water fronts, 
bridges, fountains, trees, and any other place ot 
public use, including their respective soil and sub- 
soil, if the latter should not be the subject of a 
concession by the state for the operation of mines. 

The municipality also has the public ownership OWNERSHIP 
of the property belonging to it and which it uses OF ITS PRO- 
privately for the purposes of municipal public ad- MM*- 
ministration. This property, and that which con- 
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stitutes, as communal or patrimonial, the private 
property of the municipality, used for private pur- 
poses, may be alienated, when the municipal council 
so resolves, as necessary or advisable, by a vote of 
two-thirds of the number of councilmen it shoulJ 

have in accordance with this law, upon a report of 

PUBLIC SALE, the committee on the treasury and budget. The sale 
shall always take place at public auction. 

The property of publio ownership of the muni- 
cipality, when it ceases to be dedicated to the gen- 
eral use of the residents, or the public purpoMB of 
the municipal administration, becomes part of the 
private property of the municipality. 

Lands which, according to their original titles, 
appear to have been granted or donated to the orig- 
inal inhabitants or to the natives of the municipal 
district, or of the ancient towns, cities, or cities and 
towns with special characters, and which have not 
been acquired by third persons in any of the forms 
prescribed by law, shall also be considered as private 
property of municipalities, and may be recorded as 
such In the registries of property. 

The provisions of this article shall not operate 
PROvn? *° P reyen ^ a municipal council, by a vote of two- 
0R " thirds of the councilmen which it Bhould have in 

accordance with this law, from ceding or alienating 
property of the municipality to the province or the 
state, for public uses. 



GRANTS OF 
LANDS. 



CESSION TO 
JFHE STATE OB 



PROCEDURE ^ Jrt * Ht* — ^he provisions of the preceding ar- 

TO ENCUMBER tide as to the alienation of the property of the mu- 

OR ALIENATE, nicipality, shall always apply when it is desired to 

lease or encumber any property thereof, provided 

its value exceeds three thousand dollars. 

JUDICIAL Art. 118. — In order to institute judicial pro- 

PROCEEDINGS, ceedings, make compromises, abandon legal remedies, 

BT0 - or admit the allegations of petitioners, a resolution 

of the municipal council adopted by two-thirds of 

the number of councilmen which the council should 

have in accordance with this law, shall be necessary. 



APPLIdA- Art. 119. — The proceeds from the redemption 

TION OP PRO 

OEED8 OR °^ rent charges of the municipality, or the aliena- 

ALIENATION& tion of its property, shall preferably be applied: 



(1) To the cancellation of charges on other 
property of the municipality. 

(2) To the payment of debts not included w 
its eurrent obligations. 
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Art. 120, — The municipal council may enter contracts. 
into contracts for municipal works and services, al- 
ways after advertising for public bids, reserving the 
right to reject one or all of the bids, and calling for 
new proposals; or, by a resolution of two- thirds the 
total number of oouncilmen which the eouncil 
should have in accordance with this law, enter di- 
rectly into contracts for such works or services, un* 
der the most favorable conditions it can obtain, both 
in the event the bids received have been rejected as 
when no bids have been received. 

The provisions of this article shall not apply EXCEPTION. 
to contracts involving not more than two hundred 
dollars* 



Art. 121. — The purchase of material and sup- 
plies in amounts exceeding two hundred dollars, 
must be made after public bidding, in accordance 
with the provisions of the preceding article. 

Whenever the material and supplies are manu- 
factured or sold by a single person or firm, they 
may be purchased directly, without advertising for 
bids, but the resolution authorizing such purchases 
shall set forth the reasons therefor. 

Art. 122. — Municipal councils may join for the 
purpose of undertaking works of any character 
whieh interest two or more municipalities in com- 
mon, designating for the purpose a mixed commis- 
sion of two oouncilmen for each municipality, whose 
report shall be submitted in due time to each muni- 
cipal council for action. 

Said commission shall include in its report an 
estimate of the expenses and the means to meet the 
same, in an equitable proportion, by the municipal- 
ities interested. 



MATERIAL 
AND SUP- 
PLIES. 



OMISSION 
OF ADVERTIS- 
ING FOB BIDS. 



COOPERA- 
TION OFMUN- 
IOIPALITIE& 

MIXED COM- 
MISSION. 



ESTIMATE 
OF COST. 



Art. 123. — The municipal council may direet SPECIAL 

investigations to be made in any department or di- L5«2 8TIOA " 
vision of the municipal administration, as also of TION8, 
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the acts or conduct of any official, contractor or 
concessionnaire of the municipality, in his relation 
with the same. In such cases the municipal council 
may delegate one or more councilmen to make such 
investigation, and may also detail an employee to 
act as secretary. 

The investigating commission may take the 
testimony, under oath or affirmation, of as many 
persons as it may deem advisable, omitting audi 
oath or affirmation when examining the employees, 
contractors or concessionnaires against whom charges 
may appear. The commission may subpoena through 
the police, the persons who are to testify. And if the 
witnesses should refuse to appear, or should fail to 
do so after service of two subpoenas, without alleging 
a good cause, or if upon appearing they should re- 
fuse to testify, the judicial authorities shall be in- 
formed, for the proper purposes. 

The commission may also examine books and 
documents of all kinds, the legal provisions govern- 
ing the subject being observed in obtaining and 
examining the same. In case of unjustified refusal 
to produce or deliver books or documents, the judi- 
cial authorities shall be advised for the proper pur- 
poses. 

Upon the conclusion of the investigation, the 
commission shall make a report to the municipal 
council, recommending the adoption of the resolu- 
tions which may be proper, in the judgment of the 
commission, and the council shall decide, either ex- 
tending the investigation, or accepting that made. 

During the investigation, the commission may 
suspend any employee from duty, giving the grounds 
for such action and submitting the matter for ac- 
tion at once to the municipal council, or to the 
mayor, if the employee should belong to the office 
of the latter. 

The resolution finally adopted by the municipal 
council shall be merely administrative, the cogni- 
zance of any criminal offense which may be presum- 
ed to have been committed, either by reason of the 
acts which gave rise to the investigation, or acts 
committed during the same, passing to the court -of 
competent jurisdiction. 
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Art 124.— The central power shall provide, in NAKONAL- 
the capital of the Republic, for sanitation, the police g^^^g ^n 
force, and the maintenance of public order, and for tttp. capital 
everything pertaining to embellishment, hygiene and of THE RB- 
progress in general; initiating and executing the PUBLIC, 
public works it tiiay deem advisable, and establish- 
ing the services it may consider necessary, without 
thereby relieving the municipal council of its own 
obligations. 

llie national executive shall have the direc- Air ?55iSS2F 
tion and administration of such works and services, ORATION OF 
unless he shall relinquish the same voluntarily, and WORKS AND 
shall agree with the municipal council upon the SERVICES. 
proportion of the cost which the latter should con- PROPORTION 
tribute. or EXPENSES. 

The proportion having been agreed on, or in AUTHORITY 
case of a disagreement, the national executive shall OF CONGRESS. 
make a report to Congress, which may determine 
said proportion by means of a law, or modify the 
poroprtion agreed on between the national execu- 
tive and the municipal council, in the manner it 
may deem proper. 

Art. 125. — The municipal council may provide SANITATION 

and organize, within the general system of the state, cha rities! 

everything it may deem necessary or advisable in * li^HJL J£% 

furtherance of local interests in the matter of Sani- and PUBLIC 

tation, charities, public instruction and public order. ORDER. 

In pursuance thereof, the state shall organize, 
under its . direction and at its cost, any of these 
branches of the public administration, when it shall 
deem it proper, either temporarily or permanently. 

Art. 126. — The municipal council shall, among powers 

other powers and duties, have the following: AND ottie& 

(1) To exercise supreme control over the funds control of 
and property of the municipality and make the ap- funds AND 
propriations for municipal expenses. PROPERTY". 

(2) To provide for the levy and collection of TAXES, 
taxes for general and special purposes, on personal 

or real property, or on business, industries, profes- 
sions, arts and trades, according to the Law of Taxa- 
tion. 

(3) To fix the amount, conditions and requisites LICENSES, 
for the issue of licenses. 
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(4) With regard to public roads, urban or ru- 
ral, in their municipal character, to take all neces- 
sary steps to open, close, align, broaden, grade, 
change, extend, pave, regulate their use, remove ob- 
structions and prevent encroachments thereon; and 
also with respect to parks, squares, promenades, 
bridges and other places of this character, always 
providing for their cleaning, lighting, sprinkling, 
repair, draining, sidewalks, sewers, and everything 
else demanded in the service of security, hygiene, 
confort and ornamentation. 

(5) To prepare plans and maps for the appli- 
cation of the existing system of roads, to conform, 
in so far as possible, with the street plans; to direct 
that all subdivisions for the purpose of urbanization, 
be laid out with reference to the streets, alleys, 
parks, squares, bridges and other public means of 
communication, after consultation with the proper 
technical official, and that any construction of gut- 
ters or grading, curbing, sewers, ornamentation, lay- 
ing of pipes and other conduits prior to paving, be 
done subject to the plans of the municipal council. 

(6) With regard to buildings, to regulate their 
alignment, height, weight, security of foundation 
and construction, and their sanitary conditions in 
accordance with the laws governing the subject, and 
to take any other steps necessary in this matter in 
furtherance of the common welfare. 

(7) To determine the form and conditions of 
construction, security, surveillance, sanitation and 
embellishment of water fronts, sea walls, docks, 
wharves and dock yards, regulating the use thereof, 
the transportation connected therewith, and any- 
thing else relating to the same, in so far as com- 
patible with the rights of the state and the sanit- 
ary laws. 

(8) With regard to fairs, markets, slaughter- 
houses, and other similar establishments, to provide 
sanitary and other regulations for the same, subject 
always to the supervision of the state sanitation. 

(9) With regard to suburbs and other outskirts 
of the city properly so-called, to provide for the 
urbanization, sanitation and embellishment thereof, 
to encourage their building up, to facilitate their 
means of communication with the centers of popula- 
tion, and to do everything in this respect advisable 



49 



for or in furtherance of the interests of the muni- 
cipality. 

(10) With regard to public morals and customs, 
it shall provide for everything conducive to their 
betterment, as also to the extinction of vice, and the 
remedying and prevention of perversion, prostitu- 
tion, gambling, drunkenness and mendicancy; to 
protect the helpless, the indigent and the needy, 
provided this be not incompatible with the general 
system of the state, and to stimulate individual 
initiative, for the purpose of creating moral and 
charitable institutions. 

(11) To provide for everything that, in addition 
to the provisions of the general plan of the state, 
may conduce to the creation or encouragement of 
private initiative, with regard to institutions of ele- 
mentary or superior instruction, and all that per- 
tains to libraries, expositions, music, theatres, botan- 
ical gardens, zoological collections, museums, gym- 
nasiums, and baths, all of public service. 

(12) To prohibit the throwing or depositing of 
filth, garbage, and other offensive substances in 
any street, alley, or public park or square; to adopt 
the proper measures for the collection and disposi- 
tion of such matter, and to maintain said public 
places in a cleanly condition. 

(13) To regulate the keeping and use of ani- 
mals, in so far as they affect public health and that 
of other animals. 

(14) To regulate the construction of water 
closets, latrines, sewers, drains, and cesspools in ac- 
cordance with the general system of the state. 

(15) To require that any structure which is in 
a dangerous condition, be repaired or demolished by 
the owner or possessor thereof, at his cost, and if he 
fails to do so that this be done by the municipal 
administration at the former's cost. 

(16) To require that any ground or building 
in an unsanitary condition, be cleaned by the owner 
or tenant, and if the latter should fail to comply 
with said order, to cause the work to be done by the 
municipal administration, and the cost thereof as- 
sessed against the land or building. 

(17) To prohibit and regulate, in a proper case, 
the transit of animals, the impounding of the same, 
their custody and sale, in order to defray the costs 
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and pay the fines prescribed by the ordinances; as 
also the destruction of those considered dangerous 
or undesirable, in accordaoce with such ordinances. 

(18) To fix the precautions to be observed by 
railroads and tramways in passing through the 
streets and to regulate the speed thereof and of 
wagons, carts, automobiles, carriages and trucks, and 
all kinds of vehicles within urban limits; to provide 
regulations to avoid accidents and fires from loco- 
motives, and require the railroad companies to con- 
struct, if necessary, viaducts over their lines at street 
crossings. 

(19) To regulate the use, location and form of 
poles for telegraph wires, electric lighting or tele- 
phone wires, on public roads and lands, within ur- 
ban limits, and to do the same with respect to the 
use of such roads and lands, when pipes for gas. 
water, steam, refrigerated air, or conduits for tele- 
graph or telephone wires, light or motive power are 
laid. 

(20) To fix the limits within which it shall be 
forbidden to construct buildings other than of fire- 
proof material. 

(21) To regulate the installation and use of 
steam boilers and to make proper provision for their 
inspection. 

(22) To make proper provision for the sealing 
and inspection of weights and measures. 

(23) To make proper provision to regulate the 
marking of streets and the numbering of houses and 
lota. 

(24) To regulate the holding of meetings on 
public streets and in public places, and circulation 
through the same. 

(25) To regulate the inspection of meat, fruit, 
poultry, milk, fish, vegetables and other articles of 
food. 

(26) To establish, regulate and maintain police 
and fire departments. 



NTJISANOES. (27) To prescribe rules for establishments or 

installations of an inconvenient, unhealthy or dan- 
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gerous character, and for anything else considered 
prejudicial or troublesome to the neighborhood. 

(28) To fix the rates to be charged for the use 
of water, gas, electric current or any other public 
service furnished by private individuals, within the 
municipality, without prejudice to acquired rights. 

(29) To fix the rates for the transportation of 
passengers and merchandise, other than by railroads. 

(30) To issue the ordinances and regulations 
compatible with the law, which may be necessary 
in the exercise and execution of the powers and 
duties comprised in this article, as also any others 
which may be instrumental in contributing to the 
safety of persons and property, to preserve health 
and stimulate public prosperity; insure peace and 
good customs; and to promote the general welfare 
of the municipality and its inhabitants; and fixing 
fines for violation thereof at sums not exceeding one 
hundred dollars. 

(31) The provisions of this law which recognize 
the powers of the State, in relation to the matters 
comprised within the sphere of action of the munici- 
palities, shall always be taken into consideration in 
the exercise of the preceding authority and powers, 
and any others which may be vested in the munici- 
pal council. 

Art. 127. — Notwithstanding the general organi- MODI TIOA - 

zation established by this law for all municipalities, TIONSOPTHIS 
any municipal council may study the additions or I ^^« 
changes of any character or nature which may be 
necessary or useful owing to their topography, cus- 
toms, character, resources, traditions, population 
and other circumstances; or they may call attention 
to that which is prejudicial to them in this law, or 
which it would be to their interest to have introduc- 
ed herein, in order to make it congruous with the 
actual local life, the interested councils proposing 
therefor the legal forms which, in their judgment, 
would improve, protect and develop their peculiar 
interests. 

In the municipal council, after having heard on PROCEDURE 
the subject the respective committees of the same, TO MODIFY. 
the private associations and bodies, representative in 
the municipality of intelligence, wealth and industry, 
should resolve upon the advisability of carrying out 
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the matter studied, it shall then submit it with a 
petition to Congress, setting forth the reasons there- 
for. 

Art. 128. — Whenever the municipal council 
shall find it necessary to decide upon the manner 
in which any public service of prime necessity is to 
be carried out, it shall commence by calling on the 
committee on the treasury and budget for a report 
within a period of thirty days, as to what proce- 
dure among the following methods it considers most 
appropriate to that end: 

(1) A concession to or a contract with a person 
or company to furnish said service. 

(2) The ownership by the municipality of the 
industry, with its respective plant or establishment, 
and placing the operation thereof in charge of a 
person or company as lessee. 

(3) The ownership by the municipality of the 
industry and the operation thereof through the mu- 
nicipal administration. 

Upon such report being rendered, the president 
of the municipal council shall call a special session 
to consider the matter, and in order to adopt a res- 
olution thereon, a vote of two-thirds the number of 
councilmen which the council should have in accord- 
ance with this law, shall be necessary. 

Art. 129. — If • the municipal council should 
select the first of the three methods mentioned in 
the preceding article, then, in addition to advertis- 
ing for bids, and the general and special conditions 
which may be agreed on relating to a proper service 
and the fixing of reasonable prices, the following re- 
quisites shall be fulfilled, under the penalty of nul- 
lity: 

(1) The life of the concession shall never ex- 
ceed thirty years. 

(2) In addition to the bonus paid the munici- 
pality for the concession, it shall always receive 
from the concessionaire an annual cash royalty of 
never less than five per cent of the gross receipts 
of the industry. 

(3) The account books of the concessionnaire 
should clearly show all his receipts and all his ex- 
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penditures, all his assets and all his indebtedness, 
the accountant of the municipality being expressly 
authorized to examine them in order, at any time, 
to ascertain the condition of the affairs of the eon- 
cessionnaire. The mayor or any person or commission 
delegated by him or by the municipal council to 
do so, shall have the same right. 

(4) It shall be stipulated that upon the conces- 
sion terminating for any reason whatsoever all the 
property of the concession, without exception, shall 
pass to the full ownership of the municipality, with- 
out any compensation whatsoever on the part of the 
municipality, or with such compensation as it may 
be deemed advisable to fix in the resolution granting 
the concession. 

(5) The agreement between the municipality 
and the concessionnaire shall always contain a stip- 
ulation establishing the conditions under which the 
municipality may put an end to the concession and 
take possession of the property belonging thereto. 

(6) The concessionnaire shall bind himself to 
submit annually to the accounting office of the mu- 
nicipality, a certified balance of what are at that 
time his receipts and expenditures, property and 
debts, with special reference to the principal books 
and documents from which such data are derived, 
the authenticity of which the municipal accountant 
may verify personally or through the person or com- 
mission he may delegate for the. purpose. These re- 
ports shall be published at once, the accountant filing 
the originals and also comprising such reports in 
the annual report of his department. 

(7) It shall be agreed that the concession may 
be rescinded and terminated to the prejudice of the 
concessionnaire, either on account of inefficient ser- 
vice to the public, according to the cases determin- 
ed in the concession, or on account of failure to 
maintain in a good condition, as provided in the 
terms of the concession, the material and other pro- 
perty of the concession; without prejudice to liab- 
ility to fines, the minimum and maximum amount 
of which shall be fixed for such cases of non-com- 
pliance, which are not causes sufficient for rescis- 
sion. 

(8) It shall also be stipulated that the conces- 
sionnaire may introduce improvements in his meth- 
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oda or introduce new methods to that end; but al- 
ways with the previous authorization which the mu- 
nicipal council shall grant, if it should deem it in 
furtherance of the public interests. 

(9) The institution of arbitration shall be 
agreed on both for the adjustment of questions be- 
tween the municipal authorities and the coneession- 
naire company, and between the latter and its em- 
ployees. 

(10) If possible, an agreement shall be made 
also for a reduction in the rates at which the prod- 
uct is furnished, or the service rendered, such re- 
duction being proportional to the profits obtained 
from the concession. 

(11) Anything else which may be deemed prop- 
er, according to the nature of the concession in 
question. 
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Art. 130. — If the municipal council should se- 
lect the third of the propositions referred to in ar- 
ticle 128, the matter shall again be referred to the 
committee on the treasury and budget, in order 
that it may, within a period of forty-five days, with 
the advice, if it deems it necessary, of the respect- 
ive technical official in the service of the municipal- 
ity, render a detailed report on the following points : 

INSTALLATION (1) The determination of the works of instal- 

AND COST. lation and their probable cost. 

BEVENUES. (2) The revenues upon which the municipality 

relies to meet this cost. 

COST OF (3) The cost of production of the material to 

f££Y£££Lr^2? be manufactured or of the service to be furnished. 
PRODUCTION. 

OBGANIZA- (*) The technical and administrative organ iza- 

TION. tion of the enterprise or service to be established. 

BENEWAL (5) The time within which it is estimated that 

OFMATEBIAL. it will be necessary to renew any of the material 
composing the works of installation, and the prob- 
able cost of such renewal. 

ADVANTA- (6) The economic and social advantages which 

GE8 T O M UNI- it is presumed the municipality will derive by own- 
CIPALITY. ing such industry or service and operating it di- 

rectly. 
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(7) If there is in the municipal district, any 
other business or public service of private ownership, 
similar to that which it is intended to municipalize 
the report shall determine whether it is deemed con- 
ducive to the interests of the municipality to ac- 
quire, if it be possible, the business in question, and 
the consequences to be expected in the event of the 
co-existence of the municipalized and the private 
business or service. 

Art. 131. — If it should clearly appear from the 
report referred to in the preceding article, that the 
industry or service to be municipalized promises suf- 
ficient revenue to meet all the current expenses of 
supplies and personnel and pay the interest and 
provide a sinking fund to meet the installments of 
the loan which the municipality might require for 
such ends, the municipal council shall meet again 
in special session, for the purpose of considering 
said report; and if it should be approved by a vote 
of two-thirds of the councilmen which the council 
should have in accordance with this law, or with 
such modifications as may be deemed proper, it shall 
resolve to submit the matter ad referendum, in ac- 
cordance with the procedure prescribed by the Elect- 
oral Law. 
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Art. 132. — If the project submitted ad referen- 
dum should obtain the favorable votes of two- thirds 
of the electors of the municipal district, it shall be 
considered approved. Otherwise, it shall be consider- 
ed rejected, and the matter cannot again be consid- 
ered by the municipal council until after two pears 
shall have expired. 

Art. 133. — If the referendum should be favor- 
able to the municipalized service, it shall be entrust- 
ed to a special department of the municipal admin- 
istration, which shall be organized for the purpose, 
and which shall have its respective divisions of ad- 
ministration, treasury, accounting and auditing. 

Art. 134. — The municipal council shall provide 
regulations for every municipalized service, in which, 
in addition to all that pertains to the interior order 
of the respective department, the relations to exist 
between said department and the committee on the 
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treasury and budget of the municipal council, or 
the special committee which the latter may deem it 
proper to create, shall be determined. 

BESERVE Art. 136. — An adequate sum shall always be ap- 

FUND. plied from the net receipts of any municipalized 

work or service, as a reserve fund, to provide for 
the needs, repairs, improvements and extension 
thereof, and for anything else required by public 
interests in relation with the development of said 
service. 

m nrm n Whenever loans shall have been contracted by 

FUND. the municipality for the acquisition, establishment 

or improvement of said municipalized service, a cer- 
tain percentage of the net receipts shall be set aside 
for the payment of the principal and interest ac- 
cruing on said loan. 

After providing fully for the foregoing obliga- 
tions, the remainder of the profit shall be covered 
into the municipal treasury. 

Art. 136. — Whenever it shall appear that the 
municipalized work or service is being operated at 
a profit, it shall be the duty of the municipal coun- 
cil to consider the advisability of reducing for the 
next term, the rates for the service or the cost of the 
product to the public. 

In the case of losses, they shall be defrayed from 
the reserve fund ; and, if that should be insufficient, 
from the municipal treasury. 

Art. 137. — The municipal council may, at any 
time, upon a report of the municipal accountant, 
the mayor, the committee on the treasury and budget 
and the head of the respective department, resolve 
whether the resolution of municipalization should 
not be revoked, and, in an affirmative case, it shall 
decide whether said industry or municipal public 
service, can and should be' suppressed, or whether it 
should be continued under a concession or contract, 
according to the provisions of this title. 

PROCEED- If at th e en< i of aay fiscal year, it should ap- 

INGS OBLIG- pear that the municipalized service or industry is 

ATOBT. being operated' at a loss, the proceedings prescribed 

by this article shall be obligatory, and the municipal 

council must resolve in view of the results thereof. 
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Art 188. — If the municipal council should elect 
the second of the methods fixed in article 128, the 
provisions of articles 129 to 131 shall be observed in 
so far as applicable to each specific case, excepting 
the referendum; but without omitting the public 
bids. 



CASE OF 
MUNICIPAL 
OWNERSHIP. 
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SESSIONS OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 



Art. 139. — The municipal council shall be oblig- 
ed to meet, without the necessity of a call, four 
times a year, the first Mondays in February, April, 
August and November: In municipalities having a 
center of population of more than 100,000 inhabit- 
ants, such sessions shall last, in each period, at least 
twenty-five working days. In municipalities having 
a center of population of 100,000 or less inhabitants, 
but more than 3,000, the duration shall be at least 
fifteen working days. And in those having a center 
of population not exceeding 3,000 inhabitants, the 
duration shall be at least ten working days. 

Art. 140. — A councilman who shall, without just 
cause, fail to attend three consecutive sessions, shall 
incur the penal liability for abandonment of office, 
and the municipal council shall report the facts to 
the court of competent jurisdiction, for the proper 
purposes. 

The provisions of the first paragraph of article 
78, respecting the non-attendance of associate mem- 
bers, shall be applicable to the non-attendance of 
the councilmen, both with reference to the sessions 
of the council and of the committees of which they 
may be members. 

Art. 141. — When a councilman, or one of his 
relatives within the fourth degree, should have a 
direct interest in a matter submitted to the consid- 
eration of the municipal council, he shall not par- 
ticipate in the discussions or the voting thereon, and 
shall withdraw from the session hall while the mat- 
ter is being discussed and voted on. . 

Art. 142. — For attendance at regular sessions, 
the previous citation of the councilmen shall not be 
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necessary; but it shall be necessary for special ses- 
sions, the call setting forth the ground or grounds 
for the session, no other matters being considered at 
sueh session. 

The citation shall be served upon each council- 
man at least twenty-four hours in advance. 

Art. 143. — The president of the municipal coun- 
cil shall call an extra session whenever he shall deem 
it advisable, or when one-third of the total number 
of councilmen which the municipal council should 
have in accordance with this law request it. 

Art. 144. — The municipal council shall, within 
each legal term, if it deems it proper, resolve to ex- 
tend its sessions, always determining the length of 
such extension; but it may resolve upon a further 
extension before the previous one has expired. After 
the expiration of the last extension resolved on, 
except in the case of special sessions, any session 
held before the next legal term shall be null, as shall 
also any resolutions adopted at the same, excepting 
special sessions. 

Special sessions held without the proper citation 
made in legal form, shall also he null. 

Nevertheless, any session attended by all the 
members of the municipal council shall be valid. 

Art. 146. — The secretary of the municipal coun- 
cil shall prepare minutes of every session setting 
forth the names of the president and other council- 
men present, the matters considered and the action 
thereon, the result of the voting, the lists of roll calls 
and the entrance and exit of the councilmen from 
the session hall. 

The minutes shall contain the opinions of the 
minorities and their reasons, if they should so re- 
quest. 

Art. 146. — The minutes shall constitute the 
formal document showing the resolutions adopted; 
the secretary of the municipal council shall draft 
and sign the same under his liability, and they shall 
be signed in addition by two councilmen present at 
the session at which the minutes are read and ap- 
proved, to be designated at this time by the pres- 
ident of the municipal council, who shall also sign. 
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Art 147.— The duties of the secretary of the 
municipal council shall be: 

(1) To attend all the sessions of the municipal 
council, in order to give an account of the corre- 
spondence and other matters, in the form and order 
directed by the president. 

(2) To prepare the rough draft of the minutes 
and read it at the beginning of the next session, dur- 
ing which, after the approval of such draft or the 
modifications thereof which may be resolved on, each 
sheet thereof shall be signed by the two councilmen 
designated, in accordance with the provisions of the 
preceding article. The secretary shall transcribe or 
cause said minutes to be transcribed in a book to be 
kept for the purpose, within five days after the ap- 
proval thereof, and after they have been signed by 
the persons mentioned in the following article, he 
shall file the rough draft of the same. 

In the case of a special session or of the last 
session of one of the legal terms, or its extensions, 
referred to in articles 139 and 144, the rough draft 
of the minutes shall be approved and signed at the 
same session. 

(3) To prepare the data for the work of the 
committees and for the resolution of the municipal 
council, forwarding such data to the committees and 
reporting such action to the council. 

(4) To submit, in due time, for the signature 
of the president the documents and correspondence 
to be prepared in pursuance of resolutions of the 
municipal council or for other proper purposes. 

(5) To issue, and authorize with his signature 
such certificates as the president may direct. 

(6) To attend to any other matter which pro- 
visions of law or the municipal council may entrust 
to him. 



or 
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Art. 148. — The book of minutes of the munici- 
pal council shall be under the custody of the sec- 
retary. In the margin of each leaf, the seal of the 
corporation shall be placed, and the following shall 
sign at the foot of each of the minutes: First, the 
president, then the councilmen designated for the 
purpose, and finally, the secretary, who shall cer- 
tify to the fact that the former signed in his pres- 
ence. 
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Art 149. — The secretary may, if he deems it 
advisable, have an employee, designated for the pur- 
pose by the municipal council, to aid him as assist- 
ant secretary at the sessions. 

The municipal council may also appoint an 
employee as the permanent assistant to the secretary 
in all his duties. 

Art. 160. — At the first session of each term, the 
secretary of the municipal council shall read a re- 
port of the cash balance and the condition of the 
municipal funds on hand, according to a detailed 
statement of receipts and disbursements, which the 
mayor shall send for this purpose a sufficient time 
in advance, to the president of the municipal council. 

Art. 151. — The voting shall always be by roll 
call, the vote of each person present being recorded 
in the minutes. 

In the case of a question affecting the president 
or any of the councilmen, or their relatives within 
the fourth degree, or the appointment of a person 
to an office, or his removal therefrom, the voting 
shall be by secret ballot. 

Art. 152. — Every councilman shall have the 
right to speak and vote at the meetings of the mu- 
nicipal council, and be cannot abstain from voting 
or withdraw from the hall after the president has 
called for a vote. A vote having been called for, the 
the secretary shall call the name of each councilman 
in the order prescribed by article 63. Every blank 
vote shall be counted for the majority. 

The president shall always vote last, and in the 
event of a tie repeated at the subsequent session, he 
shall cast an additional deciding vote. 

Art. 153. — In order that the municipal council 
may take any action, the presence of a majority of 
the total number of councilmen which the council 
should have in accordance with this law shall be 
required, excepting in cases in which the resolutions 
require for their passage a larger number of coun- 
cilmen, under this law. The president, vicepresident 
and the councilmen secretaries, shall be included in 
tiie number of councilmen for this purpose. 



"When a fraction should result in the computa- 
tion of the number of councilmen for voting or for 
a quorum, in accordance with any provision of this 
law, said fraction shall be understood to be increas- 
ed to the next higher whole number. 

Art. 154. — The municipal council shall not, on 
the same day that it is proposed, adopt any resolu- 
tion directing the payment of money or approving 
a contract for furnishing supplies or municipal ser- 
vices, unless it be by the unanimous vote of the 
councilmen present; but in no case shall a resolu- 
tion be adopted for the alienation, lease, or encum- 
brance of municipal property or for the grant of 
concessions, until at least five days after its intro- 
duction shall have passed. 

Art. 155. — The sessions of the municipal coun- 
cil, excepting in cases of force majeure, shall always 
be held in the town hall. They shall be public, un- 
der penalty of nullity of whatever may be resolved, 
unless the interests of the municipality or reasons 
of a moral character require a secret session, and 
this is resolved by two-thirds of the total number 
of councilmen which the council should haven in 
accordance with this law. 
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Art. 156. — The resolutions of the municipal 
council shall be submitted to the mayor on the 
working day following the approval of the minutes 
containing them. For this purpose, the secretary 
shall issue two certified copies of each resolution, 
which the mayor shall cause to be seaded and dated 
when he receives them, immediately returning one 
of them. 

If the mayor should approve the resolutions, he 
shall authorize them by his signature, communicat- 
ing the faet to the municipal council, and if he 
should not approve them, he shall return the copy 
with his objections. The municipal council shall 
discuss the matter again, and if after the second 
discussion, two-thirds of the total number of coun- 
cilmen which the council should have in accord- 
ance with this law should vote in favor of the reso- 
lution, it shall become final, and the mayor shall be 
so advised. 
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If ten days should pass after the presentation 
of a resolution, without the mayor having expressed 
any objections, it shall be considered as approved 
and become final 



EXECUTION Art. 157. — Every resolution of the municipal 

OF EESOLU- council shall go into effect ten days after becoming 
TZOKS. final, unless otherwise provided in the resolution. 
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Art. 158. — Final resolutions may be suspended 
by the mayor, the provincial governor or the pres- 
ident of the Republic, when, in their judgment, they 
are opposed to the Constitution, treaties, laws or 
the resolutions adopted by the provincial council 
in the exercise of its own powers, specifying in each 
case the provisions considered violated and the man- 
ner in which violated. 

The power of suspension cannot be exercised 
with regard to any resolution after ninety days shall 
have passed, from the date of its becoming final, in 
the case of the president of the Republic; thirty in 
the case of the provincial governor, and ten in the 
case of the mayor. 

Art. 159. — Upon such suspension, the municipal 
council shall, within a period of twenty days, not 
subject to extension, either admit the suspension 
and revoke the resolution in question, communicat- 
ing this action to the authority which may have 
directed the suspension, or appeal by contentious 
administrative procedure as* prescribed by the Or- 
ganic Judiciary Law to the proper Audiencia, if said 
suspension shall have been decreed by the mayor or 
provincial governor, or to the Supreme Court, if 
dcreed by the president of the Republic. 

If said twenty days should expire without the 
municipal eouncil adopting either of the resolutions 
mentioned, it shall be understood that the suspen- 
sion is consented to and that the resolution to which 
it refers is revoked in full. 

In cases of unconstitutionality, the appeal shall 
lie to the Supreme Court. 



NOTICE OP ^ T *' *"*• — Every resolution of the president of 
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may be obeyed, and to the governor, for bis infor- 
mation. For the same purpose, the governor suspend- 
ing a resolution shall communicate the suspension to 
the mayor and to the president of the Republic ; and 
a mayor suspending a resolution shall inform the 
president of the Republic and the governor. 

Art 161. — The president of the municipal coun- 
cil shall forward to the president of the Republic 
and to the governor of the province, a copy of every 
resolution within five days after the date ni becomes 
final. 
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Art. 162. — Any private individual considering 
himself prejudiced by the suspension of a resolu- 
tion of the municipal council, decreed in accordance 
with the provisions of article 158, may: 

(1) Join in the appeal interposed by the mu- 
nicipal council against the suspension. 

(2) In case the municipal council should as- 
sent to the suspension, appeal directly from the sus- 
pension, directly to the respective Audiencia, if the 
suspension should have been directed by the maybr 
or the governor, or to the Supreme Court, if the 
suspension shall have been decreed by the president 
of the Republic. 

(3) In case if the resolution suspended should 
be one which the said private individual considers 
prejudicial to his interests, and the municipal coun- 
cil shall have appealed against the suspension, be- 
come a party in the contentious-administrative pro- 
ceedings in order to sustain the justice of the sus- 
pension, against the petition of the municipal council. 

Cases of unconstitutionality are reserved ex- 
clusively to the supreme court. 

Art. 163. — No court shall admit proceedings to 
restrain the execution of resolutions of municipal 
councils and of mayors in matters of their respect-, 
ive jurisdiction. 

Art. 164. — As soon as the minutes of a session 
are approved, the secretary shall send a certified 
copy in abstract of the resolutions contained there- 
in, to the newspaper in which the publications of 
the municipality are made, for insertion in the same, 
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or he shall post it in a conspicuous place in the town 
hall, should there be no newspaper in the locality. 

The date the certification is posted, if this be 
done, shall be stated at the foot thereof. 

Any permanent resident may appeal from the 
resolution of a municipal council, observing the pro- 
visions of article 266. Nevertheless, proper notice in 
each case shall be served on the interested parties, in 
each matter. 
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DUTIES AND POWERS OP MAYORS. 

Art. 166. — The mayor, as the head of the exe- 
cutive power of the municipality and of the muni- 
cipal administration, is vested with authority, and 
his principal duties and powers shall be the fol- 
lowing: 

(1) To publish the resolutions of the municipal 
council, which have obligatory force, executing them 
and enforcing their execution. 

(2) To discharge the active functions of the 
municipal administration, issuing orders for the 
purpose, and instructions and regulations for the 
proper execution of the resolutions of the municipal 
council, if the latter should have failed to do so. 

(3) To appoint and remove the employees of 
his office, in accordance with the provisions of ar- 
ticle 104 of this law. 

(4) To approve the resolutions of the munici- 
pal council, authorizing them with his signature, or 
vetoing them, in the terms prescribed by this law. 

(5) To suspend the resolutions of the munici- 
pal council, when, in his judgment, they are op- 
posed to the constitution, treaties, the laws or re- 
solutions adopted by the provincial council within 
the scope of its powers. 

(6) To maintain public order within the muni- 
cipal district. 

(7) To execute, as the delegate of the central 
power, any commissions which may be entrusted to 
him permanently or temporarily. 
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(8) To represent the municipality in its capacity 
as a juridical person judicially and extrajudicially, 
acting in its name and on its behalf, in the acts and 
contracts in which it may be necessary to appear. 

(9) To order the payments which are to be 
made by the municipal treasury. 

Art. 166. — The mayor may impose fines for the 
offenses set forth in the ordinances and instructions, 
as well those of the municipality as those relating 
to services of the state which the municipal govern- 
ment has under its charge. In the case of an of- 
fense where the corresponding fine has not been 
previously fixed therefor, the mayor may impose a 
fine not exceeding twenty dollars. 

Art. 167. — Whenever an agent of authority be- 
lieves that any person is violating a municipal or- 
dinance or resolution, he shall so inform the mayor, 
and notify the interested party of the offense com- 
mitted. 

Every fine shall be imposed within fifteen days 
after the commission of the offense with a statement 
of the grounds for such fine, and within the next 
five days the person responsible shall be notified 
thereof and be called on to make payment within 
three days. "Within this period, the said person may 
request the mayor to remit the fine, alleging such 
reasons in support of his request as he may deem 
proper. 

The mayor shall render his decision within a 
further period of three days and if he should not 
grant the petition, and the responsable person should 
not pay the fine within twenty-four hours after no- 
tification of this refusal, the mayor shall transmit 
the record of proceedings to the proper correctional 
court, in order that it may take cognizance of the 
case, as a misdemeanor (falta), and render judg- 
ment in accordance with the proper procedure, in- 
dependently of the resolutions of the mayor. 

Similar action shall be taken in the event of 
payment not being made within the term of three 
days referred to in the second paragraph of this 
article, if the appeal therein provided should not 
have been taken. 

Every fine, in the imposition of which the pro- 
cedure prescribed in this article has not been pro- 
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perty observed, shall be understood as not to have 
been imposed. 

In every case of which the ordinary courts are 
taking cognizance, the administrative action shall 
cease at once, in order not to interfere with the for- 
mer, so that two penalties for the same act shall 
not be imposed in any case. 

FINAL DIS- Art. 168.— The fines collected by virtue of ar- 

POBmON op fofeg 166 and 167 ghall be gnaHy covered into the 

municipal treasury, to which the correctional judge 
shall forward them in a proper case. 
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Art. 170. — The mayor must attend the sessions 
referred to in the preceding article, as also any other 
session at which the municipal council, for any 
reason, considers it advisable to hear the mayor, 
who may express his opinion during the discussions. 

In such cases, the seat of the mayor shall be at 
the right of the president of the municipal council. 

Art. 171. — It shall be the duty of the mayor 
to recommend to the municipal council, at any time, 
the passage of any measure or resolution whose 
adoption he may consider beneficial, in any respect, 
to the interests or progress of the municipality, 
availing himself for this purpose of messages in 
which he shall set forth the reasons for his recom- 
mendation. Such messages shall always be read im- 
mediately to the municipal council. 

He shall also send a message to the municipal 
council at the beginning of each term, stating the 
condition of affairs of the municipality and any- 
thing else that he may deem it his duty to suggest 
to the municipal council for the benefit of the mu- 
nicipality. 

REPORTS Art. 172. — The mayor shall furnish the muniei- 

TO COUNCIL. pal council, without delay, any report which the lat- 
ter may call for upon matters pertaining to the mu- 
nicipal administration. 
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Art 173. — Daring the first fifteen days of 
April of every year, the mayor shall submit to the 
municipal council the project of the annual budget 
of the revenues and expenses of the municipality. 

Art. 174. — The mayor may obtain leave of ab- 
sence from the municipal council, if it should be in 
session, or otherwise from the governor of the pro- 
vince, for a time not exceeding three months with 
pay. Said leave of absence may be extended for 
three months more, but without pay. 

The leaves of absence enjoyed by the mayor 
shall not exceed six months during each term of two 
years, only three months being with pay. 

In order to absent himself from the municipal 
district, for twenty-four hours, or less, or in response 
to a call from a competent authority, it shall be suf- 
ficient for the mayor to give notice to the president 
of the municipal council. 

Art. 175. — Whenever the mayor is directly or 
indirectly interested in any matter, he shall abstain 
from intervening therein. In this specific case, the 
person acting as president of the municipal council 
shall act as mayor, for all purposes. 
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TITLE V. 

THE MUNICIPAL TREASURY. 

CHAPTER I. 

General Provisions for the Municipal Treasury. 

Art. 176. — The municipal fiscal year shall begin nsOAL YEAR. 
the first day of the month of July. 



Art. 177. — Neither the money nor the credit 
of the municipality shall be applied to any objects 
other than those of the municipality. 

Art. 178. — The municipality shall not, for any 
cause, donate money, personal or real property, 
nor loan its money or credit to any private individ- 
ual, association or corporation whatsoever, nor aid 
nor assist them, excepting in the cases expressly per- 
mitted by this law. 



APPLICATION 
OF MONEY 
AND CREDIT. 



DON ATION S 
PROHIBITED. 
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EXCEPTIONS. 



LIMITATION* 



LOAN& 



BEFERBN- 
DUM. 



The measures adapted by the municipal coun- 
cil for assistance to the poor of the municipal dis- 
trict, in the form prescribed by law or ordinance, 
are not included in this prohibition. 

Such assistance shall not exceed the amount re- 
gularly appropriated for this purpose, except in 
cases of public calamities, when such assistance shall 
be agreed to by two-thirds of the total number of 
councilmen which the council should have in ac- 
cordance with this law. 

Art. 179. — The municipalities may resolve to 
negotiate loans, but at the same time they shall vote 
the permanent revenues necessary for the payment 
of the interest and the redemption of the loan, con- 
forming to the provisions of Title VI of this law. 

Such loans, in order that they may be contract- 
ed, shall be approved by two-thirds of the electors 
of the municipal district. 



DEBTS OF Art* I®). — The payment of debts of municipal- 

MUNIOIPAL- ities not secured by pledges or mortgages shall not 
ITCEa be enforced by compulsory process, the provisions of 

the following article being always observed. 



JUDGMENT 
AGAINST 
MUNICIPAL- 
ITIES. 



DISTRIBU- 
TION OF PAY- 
MENTS. 



PREFERENCE 
OF CLAIMS. 



Art. 181. — Whenever a final decision is render- 
ed in proceedings against a municipality, adjudging 
it to pay a specific sum, or to do or deliver some- 
thing which requires the expenditure of money for 
compliance with the final judgment, notice shall be 
served on the mayor. The latter shall communicate 
the decision at once to the president of the munici- 
pal council for consideration at the next session, at 
which a resolution shall be adopted directing pay- 
ment and the inclusion of the sum necessary to do 
so in the next regular budget or in a special budget. 
If the amount to be paid exceeds twenty per cent 
of the annual budget and the municipality should 
not have any surplus funds, it may distribute the 
payment in five annual installments. If the sum 
should not reach the said twenty per cent, and there 
are no surplus funds, the payment may be made in 
two annual installments. 

If there are several judgments, they shall be 
satisfied in the order in which they are rendered, 
unless there should be a judicial declaration of 
preference. 
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The same rule shall apply if the resolution is 
rendered in an administrative or contentious-admin- 
istrative matter. 

If there should be several creditors in the same 
case as the one who obtained judgment in his favor, 
a liquidation of all these liabilities shall be made for 
their joint payment, including it in the budget, ac- 
cording to the form established. 



CONSOLIDA- 
TION OF 
CREDITS. 



Art. 182. — No writs of execution, attachment, 
sequestration or retention, shall issue against the re- 
venues, credit or funds of the municipality. 



PROHIBITION 
OF ORDINARY 
PR00ES8. 



Art. 183. — Taxes on real property due the mu- 
nicipality shall constitute a preferred lien for the 
time and in the form determined by the mortgage 
law. 



PREFERRED 
LIEN. 



Art. 184. — Debts for municipal taxes prescribe 
in three years counted from the close of the corre- 
sponding fiscal year, whatever be the administrative 
proceedings instituted for their collection, unless the 
debt is being collected from the revenue of real pro- 
perty under attachment. 

The right of action for the collection of credits 
due the municipality as an administrative corpora- 
tion shall prescribe three years after such credits 
have fallen due, and have not been demanded. The 
right of action against the municipality as a juri- 
dical person, shall prescribe in accordance with the 
civil code. 



PRESCRIP- 
TION OF 
DEBT8 FOE 
TAXES. 



PRESCRIP- 
TION OF 
CREDITS. 



Art. 185. — Municipal councils are forbidden to 
make any exceptions, remissions or reductions in 
taxes, unless it be in cases of public calamity, or 
when, in furtherance of the welfare of the munici- 
pality, it is rendered advisable for the purpose of 
encouraging some industry, cultivation or enter- 
prise. These resolutions shall require the vote of at 
least two-thirds of the total number of the council- 
men which the council should have in accordance 
with this law. The benefits granted shall extend to 
all persons in equal circumstances and shall never 
be operative for more than five years from the date 
of the resolution. 



REMISSION 
OR REBATES 
FORBIDDEN. . 
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CHAPTER XL 



BUDGETS. 



HOW FRAMED. 



INITIA- 
TION OF THE 
BUDGET. 



PROHTBI 
TION8. 



MUNICIPAL 
SERVICES. 



PREVIOUS 
BUDGET AP- 
PUE& 



PARTS 
OF BUDGET. 



REVENUES. 



MUNICIPAL BUDGETS. 

Art. 186. — The consideration, formation and ap- 
proval of the regular and special municipal hud- 
gets, pertain to the municipal council. 

The regular budget shall show the expenditures 
to be made during the fiscal year and the revenues 
to meet them. It shall be divided into proper sub- 
jects, subdivided into chapters and articles, conform- 
ing in other respects to the provisions of this law 
and the law of municipal accounting. 

Art. 187. — The accountant-auditor of the muni- 
cipality shall, during the second fifteen days of the 
month of February of each year, prepare the project 
of a budget from the detailed estimates furnished 
him in writing by the persons in charge of the var- 
ious municipal departments or offices, conforming 
to the legal revenues of the municipality and to the 
provisions of this law. 

In connection with the preparation of the pro- 
ject of the budget, municipal services cannot be 
created, abolished, modified or reorganized, unless 
there exist prior resolutions of the municipal council 
so providing. 

Art. 188. — The resolutions of the municipal 
council reorganizing existing services, establishing 
others, or changing the amounts of receipts or ex- 
penditures, shall be communicated to the mayor, 
and by him to the accountant-auditor, during the 
first fifteen days of February, as a necessary basis 
for the preparatory work of the budget. 

If such resolutions should not be adopted, the 
accountant-auditor shall conform in the prepara- 
tion of the project of the budget, to the revenues 
approved for the previous year, and to the organiza- 
tion which the municipal services are given therein. 

Art. 189. — The budget shall comprise two parts : 
The first, enumerating the items of taxation and the 
revenue derived from the property and rights be- 
longing to the municipality or its dependent estab- 
lishments, estimating both the former and the latter 
from the result of the last liquidated budget and 
the collections of the current year. 
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The other part shtfll be devoted to the expendi- 
tures and shall show the amounts necessary to at- 
tend to the services and obligations of the fiscal 
year and unforeseen expenses. 



EXPENDI- 
TURES. 



Art. 190. — The expenditures cannot exceed the 
established revenues in the budget. When the esti- 
mated amount of services and general expenses is 
lower than the estimated revenues, the municipal 
council shall resolve upon a proportionate decrease 
in the tax rates fixed, in order to secure the equali- 
zation of the budget. 

The municipal council shall not include in the 
budget any provision to amend resolutions and or- 
dinances prior to its formation; nor shall it reduce 
or abolish revenues of a permanent character with- 
out providing others to take their place unless the 
measure is due to the supression or reduction of 
equivalent permanent expenses; nor can it assign 
to services which must be provided for in the budg- 
et, a larger sum than that proposed in the project 
sent to the mayor. 



EQUALIZA- 
TION OF 
BUDGET. 



CHANGES, 
REDUCTIONS 
OR SUPPRES- 
SIONS. 



Art. 191. — After the time fixed in article 187 
for the preparation of the general budget, no changes 
can be made therein entailing an increase in the 
amount of taxes or in the amount of expenditures. 

Art. 192. — The total appropriation for expenses 
of personnel in the municipal budget shall never 
exceed the following percentage: 

In the municipalities whose budget of revenues 
does not exceed ten thousand dollars, the appropria- 
tion for personnel shall not exceed forty per cent. 

In municipalities whose budget is above ten 
thousand dollars, but below twenty thousand, the 
appropriation for personnel shall not exceed thirty 
per cent. 

In those having revenues of twenty thousand 
dollars, or more, but less that fifty thousand, the 
personnel expenses shall not exceed twenty 1 five per 
cent. 

In those having revenues of fifty thousand dol- 
lars or more, but under one hundred thousand, the 
appropriation for personnel shall not exceed twenty 
per cent. 



MODIFICA 
TION& 



EXPENSE8 
FOR PERSON- 
NEL. 
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In those whose revenues are one hundred thous- 
and dollars or more, but less than a million, such 
expenses shall not exceed fifteen per cent. 

In those whose budget of revenues amounts to 
one million dollars or more, the appropriation for 
personnel shall not exceed nine per cent. 

If upon applying the percentage hereinbefore 
fixed, it should result that, as the amount of the 
budget increases, the amount corresponding thereto 
for personnel should be less than that in the highest 
budget of the immediately lower scale, then the 
amount corresponding to such highest budget of 
the immediately inferior scale, shall be maintained 
as the fixed rate for personnel, leaving aside the 
rate per cent, provided for that respective scale, 
until such time as, upon application of the same, a 
sum is obtained larger than the amount of said im- 
mediately lower scale. 

DEFINITION Art. 193. — Expenses for personnel for the pur- 

OP PEBSON- poses of the limitation established by the preceding 
NEL. article, are the salaries of the mayor, the secretary 

of the municipal administration, the treasurer, the 
accountant-auditor, the other heads of departments, 
and the employees of their respective offices, as also 
those of the offices of the municipal council and of 
the barrio mayors, and the employees of their offices, 
in a proper case. 



UNFORESEEN 



EXCEPTIONS. 

PRESENTA- 
TION OF PRO- 
JECT TO MAY- 
OR. 



RE PORT OP 
THE TREAS- 
URER. 



Art. 194. — For the purposes of the application 
of funds appropriated for unforeseen expenses, those 
which have the character of ordinary or general ex- 
penses of the municipality, or which are destined to 
the payment of commissions, pensions or rewards, 
shall not be so considered, without prejudice to the 
provisions of article 178. 

Art. 195. — The project of the regular budget, 
prepared by the accountant-auditor, according to 
the preceding rules, shall be presented to the mayor 
during the first fifteen days of March together with 
the liquidation of the next prior budget. The mayor 
shall forward it at once to the treasurer, who shall 
within a period of five days, render a written report 
as to what he may deem proper, returning the 
project to the mayor. 
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Art. 196. — The mayor shall order that a gener- 
al condensed statement of the estimated revenues 
and expenditures be published in two numbers of 
the newspaper or newspapers in which the munici- 
pal administration publishes its announcements, or, 
in their absence, in any other form possible, special 
mention being made of the changes introduced there- 
in, comparing them with those of the last budget 
approved, in order that any permanent resident 
may make the rema'rks in writing which he may 
deem proper within a period of ten days. 



PUBLICA- 
TIONS. 



COMPAR- 
ATIVE STATE- 
MENT. 



Art. 197. — Upon the expiration of the period 
mentioned in the foregoing article, the mayor shall 
transmit the project of the budget, with hLs report, 
that of the treasurer and such remarks of the per- 
manent residents as have been made, to the pres- 
ident of the municipal council. The latter shall for- 
ward it to the committee on the treasury and budget, 
which shall make a report within the following 
fifteen days. 



TRANSMIT- 
TAL TO COUN- 
CIL. 



Art. 198. — The project, with all reports, includ- 
ing that of the committee on the treasury and 
budget, shall be sent to the municipal council, 
which shall discuss and finally approve it, or make 
such modifications as it may deem proper, within a 
term of twenty days. The Municipal Council shall 
hold meetings daily and even twice daily, if neces- 
sary. 

For these meetings the presence of two-thirds of 
the total number of councilmen which the council 
should have in accordance with this law shall be 
necessary. No matters shall be discussed in these 
meetings foreign to the budget, and each resolution 
must be adopted by at least a majority of one-half 
plus one of the councilmen present. 



CONSIDERA- 
TION BY MU- 

NICIPAL 
COUNCIL. 



QUORUM. 



MAJORITY 
OF VOTES. 



Art. 199. — After the budget shall have been ap- 
proved by the municipal council, it shall be for- 
warded with all the papers to the mayor, who shall 
authorize it with his signature within ten days if 
he approves it; otherwise returning it with his ob- 
jections and the grounds therefor to the municipal 
council, for reconsideration. 



APPROVAL 
OB VETO OF 
BUDGET BY 
MAYOR. 



74 



BATIFICA 
TION BT 
COUNCIL. 



If the municipal council, within a period of 
ten days, by a vote of two-thirds of the total number 
of councilmen which the council should have in ac- 
cordance with this law, shall ratify its former reso- 
lution, the budget shall become final at once, and 
shall be sent for due execution to the mayor. The 
same method shaH be pursued if the modifications 
suggested by the mayor have been adopted. A copy 
of the budget and of the documents connected there- 
with shall be sent at once to the president of the 
Republic, and other to the governor of the province. 



PBINTED Art. 200. — A sufficient number of copies of the 

COPIES. approved budget shall be printed, for distribution 

among the residents of the municipal district and 
the municipal councils of the Republic, copies being 
also sent to the Senate, the House of Representa- 
tives, the department of government, the treasury 
department, the provincial council, the governor, 
the public libraries and anyone else to whom it may 
be considered advisable to send it. 



SUSPEN- 
SIONS. 



Art. 201. — The president of the Republic, the 
provincial governor or the mayor, in making use, 
in a proper case, of the constitutional powers of 
suspending the budget in whole or in part, must do 
so at the time and in the form prescribed in article 
158 et seq. of this law. 



SPECIAL 
BUDGET. 



REQUISITES 
OF SPECIAL 
BUDGET. 



Art. 202. — A special budget can be prepared 
only when, after the ordinary budget has been pre- 
pared, a new obligation arises, or one which could 
not have been reasonably foreseen at the time of 
framing the ordinary budget, or for the purpose of 
satisfying a judgment, if there are any surplus 
funds. If there are no surplus funds, the municipal 
council shall first decide with what revenues the ex- 
penditures under the special budget are to be met. 

This budget shall be prepared with the same 
requisites as the ordinary budget, but the terms 
fixed by this law for the dispatch thereof shall be 
reduced as required by the urgency of the case. 



FATLUBE TO ^t- ^03. — If for any reason, the project of the 

APPBOVE. budget should not be approved by the 1st of July, 
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the former budget shall continue in force for the en- 
tire fiscal year, in so far as it does not apply to 
appropriations for special or temporary cases. 

The fiscal of the respective andiencia shall 
file the proper information, either on his own mo- 
tion or upon a complaint made by the mayor, or 
some member of the municipal council, or any per- 
manent resident, when the same budget having been 
in force for two years, a third fiscal year begins 
without the municipal council having approved the 
proper budget. 

Failure to comply with the law in this particu- 
lar, either through negligence or malice, shall be 
punished by removal from office and the imposition 
of a fine of $100 to $500, in addition to the conse- 
quent liabilities for loss and damage caused the 
municipality or private individuals. 



FOBMEB 
BUDGET TO 
CONTINUE. 

ACCUSATION 
BY FISCAL. 



PENALTIES 
AND INDEM- 
NITIES. 



Art. 204. — At the end of the fiscal year all ap- 
propriations made and not used shall be annuled. 
During the next forty days, the work of collecting 
the revenues of the budget and the liquidation and 
payment for the services effected during the year 
shall be completed. Any sums pending collection or 
payment at the close of said period, shall constitute 
the respective accounts of balances (resultas) carried 
forward from the past year. 



ANNULMENT 
OF APPRO 
PRIATIONS. 

LIQUIDA- 
TION OF 
BUDGET. 



BALANCES. 



Art. 205. — The respective obligations of the cur- 
rent fiscal year shall not be paid from revenues of 
a previous fiscal year, unless all the services and 
obligations of the latter shall have been paid in full. 

The application of revenues of an incidental or 
transitory character, to the payment or execution 
of ordinary services or obligations is forbidden. 



BE VENUES 
OF PREVIOUS 
TEAB8. 



INCIDENTAL 
REVENUES. 



CHAPTER m. 



TREASURY AND COLLECTIONS. 



Art. 206. — The collection of all taxes, revenues 
and other dues belonging to the municipal council, 
must be made by officials of the municipal admin- 
istration and shall in no case be entrusted to third 
parties. 



COLLECTIONS. 
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8BRVIGE OF 
COLLECTION. 



Art. 207. — The collection service shall be in the 
charge of the treasurer, and may be entrusted by 
delegation, in the rural barrios at a distance from 
the center of population, to the mayors of the same, 
who, in these duties, shall be exclusively subordin- 
ate to the treasurer. 



PROHIBI- 
TION AGAINST 
PAYING FOB 
OTHERS. 



PROHIBI- 
TION TO AC- 
3TTIBE CLAIMS 



Art. 208. — Without prejudice to the provisions 
of the foregoing article, no member or official of 
the municipal government shall be permitted to 
receive any sum, directly or indirectly, from tax 
payers or other debtors to the municipality for any 
cause, for the payment of such debts; nor shall they 
be permitted to acquire, by purchase or otherwise, 
claims against the municipality. 



BONDS OF 
TREASURERS. 



Art. 209. — The bonds of municipal treasurers 
shall be fixed by the municipal councils, according 
to the amount of the budget, provided that they 
shall never be less than those fixed in the following 
schedule : 

(1) When the budget is one million dollars or 
more, $60,000; 

(2) From five hundred thousand to less than 
one million, $50,000; 

(3) From three hundred thousand to les3 than 
five hundred thousand, $30,000; 

(4) From fifty thousand to less than three hun- 
dred thousand, $10,000; 

(5) From twenty five thousand, to less than 
fifty thousand, $5,000; 

(6) From ten thousand to less than twenty-five 
thousand, $2,000; 

(7) Less than ten thousand dollars, twenty per 
cent of the amount of the budget. 



SHIP. 



VACANT Art. 210. — In the case of a permanent vacancy 

TREASXJBBBr- \ n the office of treasurer, the municipal council 
shall designate a councilman to act as treasurer, 
without compensation, until the office is filled; and, 
in case of a temporary vacancy, the treasurer shall 
turn his office over to a substitute, designated by 
him, at his cost and under the liability of his bond. 



COLLECTION Art. 211. — The treasury shall be established in 

OFFICES. the town hall, and the collection of the revenues of 
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the rural barrios, in the office of the respective bar- 
rio mayor. 

House to house collections are prohibited. 

Art. 212. — No bond of a person who must ren- 
der accounts shall be cancelled or returned, until 
such accounts shall have been finally approved by 
the auditor general of the state and until the officials 
whose conduct is guaranteed by such bonds are re- 
leased from liability. 

Every resolution pertaining to the return of a 
bond must be adopted by the municipal council, in 
view of documents showing that the persons under 
bond is free from liability. 

The bonds of contractors shall be returned upon 
the resolution of the municipal council, when it 
believes that the former have complied with all the 
obligations resting upon them in the work, service 
or contract. 



CANCELLA- 
TION OF 
BONDS. 



BEQU ISIT Efl 
FOB RETURN. 



BONDS OF 
OONTBAOTOBS 



Art. 213. — The amount of any payment made 
without being ordered and approved, or which, 
being so ordered and approved is not comprised in 
the corresponding distribution of funds, or exceeds 
the amount appropriated, shall immediately* be made 
good by the treasurer, without prejudice to the fur- 
ther liabilities he may have incurred. 

Art. 214. — Payments without vouchers, compen- 
sation of credits, advances on account and transfers of 
credits, are prohibited. Reasonable advances without 
vouchers are excepted in the special case of expenses 
to be incurred for the transfer of prisoners, minors 
and insane persons to prisons and asylums; but the 
treasurer shall, under his responsibility, take care 
that in due time the expenditures for such purpose 
are satisfactorily justified by proper vouchers. If he 
should fail to do so, or the justification is imperfect, 
or if he should not obtain the immediate return of 
any surplus, he shall inform the mayor of the facts, 
in order that the latter may take the proper action. 

Art. 215.— The president of the Republic may 
at any time designate one or more officials to inspect 
municipal expenses and receipts and the books, ac- 
counts and other matters relative to the finances of 
the municipality, and report on the same. If any- 
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thing is found which is deemed punishable, report 
of the same shall be made to the courts of Justice. 
All municipal officials and employees are obliged to 
aid the labors of such inspectors and to assist them 
in every way in their power. 

CHAPTER IV. 



MU NICI PAL 
BB VENUES. 



URBAN PRO 
PEETT. 



BUBAL FRO- 
PEBTT. 



INDUSTRY, 
COMMERCE, 
PROFESSIONS, 
ARTS AND 
TBADE& 



CATTLE, 
HORSES, ETC. 



MUNICIPAL REVENUE8. 

Art. 216. — The municipal councils may estab- 
lish the revenues necessary to meet the expenditures 
provided for in the budgets, aside from the income 
of the municipality derived from its communal pro- 
perty and from any other legitimate sources, con- 
forming, for this purpose, to the following bases, 
and maximum rates of taxation, which, for said 
purpose, are declared compatible with the system of 
taxation of the state: 

(1) Tax upon the net income derived from ur- 
ban property, which shall not exceed twelve per 
cent. 

(2) Tax upon the net income derived from rural 
property, which shall not exceed eight per cent on 
estates grinding sugarcane raised on their own lands; 
six per cent on estates on which sugar cane, tobacco, 
coffee, cocoa, pine-apples or several of these pro- 
ducts are cultivated at the same time; and four per 
cent on those used for any other product or pur- 
pose. Estates which also grind cane grown on other 
lands, or only such cane, shall pay a tax not exceed- 
ing two per cent on the net proceeds of such cane; 
without prejudice to the eight per cent on their own 
cane which they grind. 

(3) Tax on the exercise of industries, commerce, 
professions, arts and trades, which shall not exceed 
the rates fixed by classes and headings in the first 
three tariffs attached to the law of municipal tax- 
ation, and which may be freely regulated by the 
municipal council as to the remaining tariffs 

(4) Tax upon the transfer of cattle, horses, 
mules and asses, which shall not exceed twenty five 
cents for the transfer of the ownership of each ani- 
nal and for the registration of live stock imported. 
Cattle under two years of age shall pay only fifteen 
cents for each transfer of ownership, 



79 



(5) Tax on water and maritime industries, 
whether relating to the interior traffic or service of 
harbors and rivers, or coastwise transportaion of 
freight and passengers. This tax shall not exceed 
the tariff rates attached to the aforementioned law. 

(6) A tax which shall not exceed five per cent 
upon the gross proceeds of cemeteries, when they 
do not belong to the municipality, after deducting 
the charges made for the religious ceremony in con- 
nection with the interment. 

(7) A tax not exceeding eight per cent of the 
not profits of companies or copartnerships doing 
business with funds contributed by the members 
thereof at one time, or at periodical or irregular in- 
tervals. When their by-laws or regulations contain 
penal clauses for non-payment, or other clauses of 
a similar character, they shall pay not more than 
eight per cent on their gross receipts. 

This tax shall be paid to the municipality in 
which the company has its legal domicile. 
The following are excepted: 

(a) Savings banks, pawnshops and mining com- 
panies; insurance companies and banks of issue and 
discount, which pay taxes to the state by virtue of 
another law. 

(b) Those companies or copartnerships which 
are comprised in any manner in the tariffs attach- 
ed to the law of municipal taxation, or in the tariffs 
freely regulated by the municipal councils, and 
which, as industrial enterprises, pay taxes to the 
municipality. 

,(8) Annual tax for a full license for the sale 
for immediate consumption of wines, liquors, and 
spirits, and in general, for spirituous or fermented 
beverages, freely regulated by the municipal council. 

(9) Tax upon the slaughter of cattle, which 
shall not exceed two dollars per head for neat cat- 
tle, and one dollar for other cattle. 

(10) Tax on the issue of permits for the con- 
struction and repair of buildings and other works, 
freely regulated by the municipal council. 

(11) Tax for the opening of non-charitable in- 
stitutions freely regulated by the municipal council. 

(12) Pee for the issue of certifications freely re- 
gulated by the municipal council. 



WATER AND 
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WEIGHTS 
AND MEAS- 
URES. 
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ATION OF 
MEAT. 
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RAILROADS 
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TAX ON 
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(13) Tax for the sealing of weights and meas- 
ures, in the form prescribed by the law of munici- 
pal taxation. 

(14) Tax on the transportation of meat, freely 
regulated by the municipal council. 

(15) Tax on land transportation industries, ex- 
cepting : 

(a) Railroads owned by corporations, which as 
such, pay taxes to the state. 

(b) Railroads belonging to the owners of es- 
tates and operated by them on said estates, for the 
hauling of their own products. 

(c) Tramways which pay taxes to the state, on 
account of operating in more than two municipal- 
ities. 

This tax shall be freely regulated by the muni- 
cipal councils, upon the basis of the unit of trans- 
portation, excepting on railroads and tramways, in 
which the kilometers of road operated in each mu- 
nicipal district shall be taken as a basis. 

(16) Tax upon articles of luxury, comfort or 
of annoyance to the neighbohood, in accordance with 
the rates fixed by each municipal council. 

(17) Tax on interments in the municipal ceme- 
teries freely regulated by the municipal council. 

(18) Tax on public spectacles and dances, freely 
regulated by the municipal cuncil. 

(19) Tax on permitted games and on wagers 
authorized in the same, freely regulated by the mu- 
nicipal council. 

Art. 217. — Every vacant lot, or a lot upon 
which there is a ruinous building shall pay a tax to 
the municipality at the rate of twelve per cent on 
the estimated income value of the land, or of the 
land and buildings, in a proper case; without pre- 
judice to what each municipal council may decide 
as to the form and time for the obligatory building 
on vacant lots or the rebuilding of ruinous struct- 
ures. 
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This tax shall not be assessed against vacant 
lots forming part of new subdivisions, (repartos) 
until five years after such subdivision shall have 
been approved by the municipal council. 

Art. 218. — All the items of taxation referred 
to must be utilized jointly by the municipal coun- 
cils, in the proportion which they may consider ad- 
visable with respect to each of them; unless in the 
judgment of the municipal council reasons of a spe- 
cial character should render advisable the contrary. 

' Art. 219. — All fines imposed and collected by 
the correctional courts shall form part of the ordin- 
ary revenues of the municipalities, and each judge 
shall turn them into the municipal treasury of the 
respective district as soon as he collects them, with- 
out prejudice to the provisions of law pertaining to 
sanitation. 
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Art. 220. — Every municipality which requests 
pecuniary aid from the state must first establish 
that, in the time and manner prescribed by this 
law, it has collected, in so far as possible, all the 
taxes it is authorized to collect up to the maximum 
amount determined in each case by article 216 of 
this law; or according to the maximum rates which 
the municipal council may have established in the 
matter of taxes left to their free regulation. Without 
those requisites, it cannot present a petition. 



WHEN STATE 
AID IS RE- 
QUIRED. 



CHAPTER V. 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS. 

Art. 221. — The municipal council may resort to 
special assessments only in urban centers and solely 
for the purpose of opening, widening, extending, 
grading, parking and beautifying the streets, ave- 
nues and alleys and for the construction of pave- 
ments, curbing and gutters, of sidewalks and sewers 
where they do not exist, or, if for any justified 
reason of public utility, their renewal, resulting in 
a change of system, may be provided for. In no 
case shall special assessments be levied for the or- 
dinary repairs of streets, avenues and alleys, nor 
will any piece of property, which has been redeemed 
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from liability for the cost of any improvement, as 
now provided by law or as herein provided, be there- 
after liable to further special assessment for the cost 
of such improvement. 

Art. 222. — Before resorting to the special as- 
sessments authorized in the preceding article, the 
municipal council shall announce its proposal to 
proceed thus by means of a resolution, describing the 
work for which said special assessment is intended, 
the boundaries of the district to be affected by and 
the estimated cost of the same. The resolution shall 
be published in the newspaper or newspapers in 
which the municipal council ordinarily inserts its 
advertisements or resolutions for a period of ten 
days, and, if there should be no newspaper, by post- 
ers fixed in the customary places for the same length 
of time. 

During the thirty days following, the owners of 
properties included in the proposed assessment may 
present petitions in writing, in which they shall 
state their objections or the particulars to which 
they are opposed. These petitions shall be decided 
by the municipal council, which shall not order the 
works to be done until all the petitions have been 
passed upon. 

If, within those thirty days, the owners of 
three-fourths of the total value of the property 
which would be included in the assessment should 
sign a petition in opposition to the same, the muni- 
cipal council shall not carry out the assessment un- 
til after six months at least have elapsed, and then 
by resolution of two-thirds of the councilmen which 
the municipal council shall have in accordance with 
this law. 

The provisions of the preceding paragraph shall 
not be held applicable to the laying of sewers. 

Art. 223. — The municipality shall be paid for 
the cost of such improvements by the owners of the 
properties included in the zone of the works, whether 
such properties belong to private parties, to the mu- 
nicipality, to the province or to the state and in the 
amount and form which this title provides except as 
to the manner of payment by the Province or State 
for which they shall make provision in their budget. 
The accounts eharged against the owners by reason of 



these expenditures shall be kno^wn as "Speeial As- 
sessments/ ' 
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Art. 224. — Special assessments may be levied 
and collected before the work is begun or as the im- 
provements are completed in front of, or along, or 
upon any lot or piece of ground, or at any time the 
improvement is entirely completed, or in the time 
and form provided in the ordinance authorizing the 
assessment. 



TIME FOB 
LEVY AND 
COLLECTION. 



Art. 225. — The municipal council may authorize 
payments of such special assessments by instalments, 
which shall always be equal as to their periods and 
amounts. 

The total cost of the improvements shall be 
levied at one time upon the property and become 
delinquent, the first payment, in thirty days after 
such levy, and the remaining payments on the re- 
spective dates provided for them, the total period of 
the collections not to exceed five years. Each of said 
instalments, except the first, shall draw interest from 
the time of the levy until the same shall become de- 
linquent, and all of the instalments, after they be- 
come delinquent, shall be governed in this and other 
applicable respects by general provisions for the col- 
lection of delinquent municipal taxes. 

In case it is necessary to contract a loan for the 
purpose of accomplishing the work in question, the 
special assessment shall be surcharged with an in- 
terest two per cent greater than that drawn by said 
loan. This two per cent shall be considered as the 
cost of collecting the respective assessments. When- 
ever a loan is not contracted for the purpose, the 
municipal council shall fix the rate of interest. 

The interest provided for in this article shall 
not operate against the imposition of surtaxes for 
delinquency. 

Art. 226. — The special assessments may be paid 
before they are due. Where the municipality resolves 
to issue bonds for the purposes of a loan in the mat- 
ter, the owner of the property liable to the assess- 
ment may, in order to avoid the payment of inter- 
est, pay the entire amount chargeable against his 
property within an appropriate time, fixed by the 
municipal council, prior to the issuance of the bonds. 
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SINKING 

FUND. 



After the issuance of the bonds property liable can- 
not be redeemed from such liability, except by the 
payment of all the instalments due and to be due of 
the assessments made, plus the interest that they 
should draw from the date of the issue of the bonds 
until the maturity of the last instalment. 

Where bonds are issued, all collections of prin- 
cipal and interest in special assessments shall be de- 
posited to the credit of a sinking fund in the pre- 
mises and shall not be used for any other purpose. 
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Art. 227. — Whenever any of the works men- 
tioned in this chapter are performed by contract, 
the municipal council may transfer the assessment 
to the contractor in payment of whatever may ap- 
pertain to him; but the collection of the same shall 
be in charge of the municipal administration, and 
the municipality shall be obliged to pay any amount 
which it fails or neglects to collect. 

Whenever bonds are issued for the execution of 
work under contract, the bonds may be transferred 
to the contractor performing the work. 
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Art. 228. — In computing the expenses for any 
work for the purposes of making special assessments, 
if said work is to be executed by contract, there 
shall be included the total amount to be paid by 
the municipality to the contractor or contractors and 
the expense of special inspection, excepting salaries 
paid to permanent employees (plantilla) of the mu- 
nicipal council; and if the work has been executed 
by the municipal administration, the computation 
shall include only the value of the materials used 
and the amounts that should be paid by the muni- 
cipality to the employees and laborers engaged ex- 
clusively on such work. 

Art. 229. — When the municipality executes the 
work, the technical official designated by the muni- 
cipal council to direct it shall prepare the estimate 
of the necessary materials and the amounts to be 
paid to the employees. Said technical official shall 
present to the mayor, within fifteen days after the 
termination of the work, a detailed account of the 
materials used and the amount paid to the employees 
engaged thereon. 
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Art. 230. — The mayor shall present to the Mu- 
nicipal council a detailed statement showing the 
totad cost of the work, whether done by the mu- 
nicipal administration or by contract. In the former 
case he shall do so within a week after the present- 
ation of the account by the technical official who 
has directed the work, and, in the latter case, one 
week after payment has been made to the contractor. 



STATEMENT 
OF COST OF 
WORK. 



Art. 231. — The cost of paving, curbing and gut- 
tering the public thoroughfares of an urban district, 
except the intersection of streets, the parks and 
portions occupied by railways or tramways, shall be 
paid in the proportion of one-third by the munici- 
pality and the balance by means of a special assess- 
ment upon the properties abutting upon the said 
public thoroughfare. 

In the division of costs for the pavement of 
such public thoroughfares, the municipality shall be 
credited with that part of the work done by rail- 
ways or tramways but shall not collect from abutting 
properties for any part of such work that may 
exceed the proportion of one-third, which the muni- 
cipality would have otherwise paid. 



PAYING. 



DIVISION 
OF COST. 



Art. 232. — When the public thoroughfare is oc- BAILBOAD 
cupied by the rails and tracks of tramway or railway AND TBAM- 
companies of whatsoever motive power or traction, WAY COMPA- 
the proper pavement and maintenance in good con- NIES « 
dition of all the space between the different rails 
and tracks and also a space of fifty centimeters out- 
side of the outer rails of the outside tracks, shall be 
required of the companies, both on their main lines 
and on their connections, switches and side tracks. 

If the company refuses to construct, renew or 
repair said pavement in the manner and with the 
materials prescribed, or fails to do so within the time 
ordered by the mayor, the work shall be done by 
the municipal administration and the expenses oc- 
casioned thereby shall be collected by a special as- 
sessment against said company immediately upon 
the termination of the work, and in the proper legal 
form, without prejudice to the imposition of a fine 
that may be provided for violation of municipal or- 
dinances. 



EEFUSAIiOE 
FAILURE TO 
PAVE. 
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For any damages or injury to persons or pro- 
perty resulting from a failure on the part of any 
such companies to keep in repair and safe in all 
Respects for the use of the traveling public the said 
tracks, or for obstructing the streets or avenues of 
the city, they shall be liable and the city shall be 
exempt from such liability. 

Art. 233. — When sidewalks, curbings or gutters 
are constructed or renewed, as provided for in ar- 
ticle 221, the space between sidewalks and the curb- 
ing graded and sodded and trees planted therein, by 
the municipal administration, according to a general 
plan for that purpose, the total expense of the con- 
struction shall be paid by a special assessment upon 
the real estate abutting thereon, dividing said cost 
among them in proportion to their lineal meters. 

Art. 234. — Whenever a municipal council re- 
solves to require of property owners, at their own 
cost, any or all of the work for which provision is 
made in the preceding article, the municipal council 
shall furnish specifications as to the class of mater- 
ials to be employed, and the width, length and height 
of the sidewalks and sodded space between sidewalk 
and curb, the class and size of trees, and other speci- 
fications which may be thought proper; and if any 
property owner fails to construct or renew said side- 
walk and sod and grade the space between sidewalk 
and curb, and plant the trees therein, within the 
time specified, the municipal council shall cause 
such work to be done and the cost shall be paid by 
a special assessment upon said property, and said 
assessment shall be due and payable immediately 
upon the completion of the work. 

If the municipal council should resolve that, for 
the sake of uniformity of construction or other good 
reason, this work should be done by the municipal 
administration, then the said property owners may 
be required to pay, in advance of the commencement 
of the work, the proper proportion of the cost due 
from them. 



SEWEB8. 



Art. 235. — When sewers are constructed, the 
proper technical officer shall cause a map to be 
prepared,' showing the whole area to be drained and 
the area drained by each main or intercepting sewer,. 



87 



as hereinafter defined, and showing all streets in 

said areas including those accepted by the City (re- 

partos). All land, other than public ways, and the P BOPEBTY 

parks lying within said area, belonging to the state, SUBJECT TO 

to the city or private parties, shall be liable to spe- ASSESSMENT. 

cial assessments for sewers, which assessments shall 

be divided among the parcels liable proportionally 

to the number of square meters in each. 



Art. 236. — The expense of sewers shall be di- 
vided into four separate parts, namely: 

1. The expense of sewage pumps and buildings, 
force mains, main outfall sewers and all storm-water 
sewers, none of which shall be included in the esti- 
mate for any special assessment. 

2. The expense of main sewers and interceptors, 
which shall include all sewers over thirty centime- 
ters in diameter. 

3. The expense of aH sewers thirty centimeters 
or less in diameter. 

4. The expense of all connections between sewers 
and the street line of abutting property. 



CLASSIFICA- 
TION OF EX- 
PENSES. 



Art. 237. — Special assessments for sewers shall 
be computed as follows, viz: 

Two-thirds of the expense of the main and in- 
tercepting sewers shall be a special assessment upon 
all the property which is or will be drained by said 
sewers directly or indirectly. 

Two-thirds of the expense of all sewers thirty 
centimeters or less in diameter shall be a special as- 
sessment upon the property abutting on the public 
way in which they are laid; and when any property 
is to drain directly into any main or intercepting 
sewer, a special assessment shall be made upon the 
property abutting upon the public way in which 
said main or intercepting sewer is laid, equal to 
two-thirds of the estimated cost of a thirty centime- 
ter sewer laid in the place where said main or in- 
tercepting sewer is. 

Two-thirds of the expense of connections be- 
tween sewers and the street line of abutting pro- 
perty shall be a special assessment on said property. 
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Art. 238. — Whenever provision is made for the CONDUIT 

paving or repairing of any street or district, it shall CONNECTIONS. 
i>e the duty of the municipal council, before the 
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PAILUSB TO 
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NEOTION& 



work is done, to require gas, sewer and other con- 
duit connections, which are necessary or will be- 
come necessary, to be made, establishing regulations 
that shall determine the distances from the street 
mains to the property line abutting upon the street; 
and shall require that the said connections as well 
as repairs and renewals necessary in the near future 
shall be made by the respective owners of the mains. 
Upon the neglect or failure of the respective water 
or gas companies to do the work within the time pre- 
scribed, the municipal council may order the same to 
be done, and the cost thereof may be deducted from 
any indebtedness accrued or accruing of the muni- 
cipality to the said companies, or be paid by the 
levy of any assessment. When the municipality owns 
the gas and gaspipe main or water and water-pipe 
main, or other public utility services, with which 
main or mains the connections are to be made, the 
municipal council may assess the cost of such con- 
nections upon the property for which the connec- 
tions are intended. 

TmTKW P0B Art. 239. — The special assessments shall agree 

SPECIAL AS- with *^ e municipal taxes as regards the precepts on 
SBS8MENT8. the legal mortgage established in favor of the muni- 
cipality by the mortgage law; and they shall be col- 
lected in the form and under the penalties provided 
by law against delinquent tax payers in country and 
city taxation. 

The special assessments provided for in this 
chapter, shall be imposed upon all property, even 
when unproductive. 

LIABILITY ^t- 240. — Whenever by the grading of any 

OP MUNICH- street, alley or other public ground in urban limits, 
PALITY POE pursuant to the action of the municipal authorities 
DAMAGES. j n changing the grade of such street, alley or public 

ground after valuable improvements have been made 
upon real property abutting thereon, such real pro- 
perty is injured or diminished in value, the owner 
of such real property or improvements may recover 
from such municipality the amount of such damage 
or diminution in value in a civil action brought for 
the purpose. The provisions of this article shall be 
held to cover and apply to all cases wherein a change 
of established grades of street, alley or public 
grounds may have heretofore been determined upon, 
but has not been carried into actual effect. 



TITLE VI. 



LOANS. 

Art 241. — The current expenses of the munici- 
pality shall be defrayed from the revenues which 
the municipal council has established with the char- 
acter of ordinary revenues. When public works or 
services are involved which cannot be carried on 
from the sources of revenue specified in article 216, 
the municipal council may contract loans subject to 
the provisions of the following articles. 

Art. 242. — The moneys proceeding from a mu- 
nicipal loan shall not be devoted to any other pur- 
poses than those specified in the resolution of the 
municipal council authorizing said loan, and shall be 
included in the respective budgets. 

Art. 243. — Whenever the municipal council re- 
solves to contract loans, it shall at the same time 
vote the necessary permanent revenues for the pay- 
ment of interest and to provide a sinking fund. 

The taxes voted by the municipal council for 
this purpose must be in accordance with the system 
of taxation of the state, for which purpose the 
sources of revenue of the state and the revenues 
referred to in article 216 shall not be charged with 
a greater per cent, than that which within the pro- 
portions therein determined, has not been already 
utilized for the ordinary expenses of the munici- 
pality. 

No loan shall be made without first paying any 
existing prior loan, either providing for its conver- 
sion or redemption. 

Before said loan can be obtained, it shall re- 
quire the approval of two-thirds of the voters of the 
municipal district. 

The ordinary revenues of the municipality shall 
not be applied to the payment of interest on the 
loan or to providing a sinking fund for the pay- 
ment thereof. 

No loan shall be made for a period of more than 
thirty years. 

Art. 244. — When the municipal council deems 
it necessary or conducive to the interests of the mu- 
nicipality to contract a loan, it shall proceed in ac- 
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cordance with the provisions of this and the follow- 
ing articles of this title. 

The motion made in favor of contracting a loan 
shail set forth the conditions upon which it is to be 
obtained, and shall contain detailed information 
with respect to the work or services to which the 
said loan is to be devoted. 

Copies of said motion shall be distributed among 
the councilmen. They shall be convened in special 
session, after an interval of at least five days, for 
the purpose of discussing the matter. 

At that session the expediency of the loan and 
the terms and conditions upon which it should be ob- 
tained shall be discussed, after which the motion 
shall either be accepted or rejected. 

Art. 246. — If it is decided to accept the motion, 
it shall be referred to the committee on treasury 
and budget for the preparation of a draft of a re- 
solution specifying all the conditions for entering 
into the loan and for the payment of interest and 
providing a sinking fund, designating the perman- 
ent revenues to be devoted to this purpose, and set- 
ting forth any other facts deemed pertinent in con- 
nection therewith. 



PL ANS AND 
BUDGETS. 



APPROVAL 
AND REFER- 
ENDUM. 



Art. 246. — When loans for public works are in- 
volved, the proper projects, plans and budgets must 
first be formulated and approved by the municipal 
council, with the formalities prescribed in the pro- 
visions in force and applicable to the subject. 

Art. 247. — The project shall be discussed at the 
special sessions which may be necessary and, after 
having been approved by two-thirds of the number 
of councilmen which the council should have in ac- 
cordance with this law, the opinion of the electoral 
body of the municipality shall be heard, as prescrib- 
ed by article 105 of the constitution, the matter 
being submitted ad referendum in accordance with 
the procedure established by the electoral law. 



KESur/r of ***• ^*^ — The P^^ent of the municipal cotin- 

THEVOTmO cil sha11 make a re P ort t0 the latter of the re ? ult of 

the referendum at a special session. If two- thirds of 

the voters of the municipal district voted affirma- 
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tively, the loan shall be declared to be constitution- 
ally approved. 

If said two-thirds should not have voted affir- 
matively, the loan shall be considered rejected, and 
it cannot be proposed again until a year shall have 
passed. 

In the event of the loan having been approved, 
the mayor shall proceed to contract it under the 
conditions agreed on, always after calling for pub- 
lic bids. 

Art. 249. — The form and amount of the bonds 
of the loan shall be fixed by the municipal council 
Said bonds and their coupons shall be signed by the 
mayor and the treasurer. The accountant of the mu- 
nicipality shall examine them and enter the date of 
the issue thereof in the register of the municipal debt 
provided for by tfie law of accounting. 
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TITLE VII. 



MUNICIPALITIES WHOSE LARGEST CENTER OP POPULA- 
TION DOES NOT EXCEED THREE THOUSAND 
INHABITANT 

Art. 250. — "Every municipality whose largest 
center of population (urban zone) does not exceed 
three thousand inhabitants, shall organize its gov- 
ernment in accordance with the provisions of this 
title. 



MUNICIPAL- 
ITIES WITH 
SMALL CEN- 
TEBS OF POP- 
ULATION. 



Art. 251, — The municipal council shall consist NUMBER OP 
of only five councilmen, in municipalities Whose COUNCILMEN. 
largest center of population does not exceed one 
thousand five hundred inhabitants, and seven coun- 
cilmen if it is over this figure but not over three 
thousand. 



Art. 252. — In cases in which this law requires 
the vote of two-thirds of the total number of coun- 
cilmen which the council should have in accord- 
ance with this law, in order that a resolution may 
be adopted, it shall be understood that the vote of 
four councilmen is required in municipalities hav- 
ing five councilmen, and of five councilmen in those 
which have seven. 



SPECIAL 
QUORUM. 
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TTo 0BaAM TOw Art# 263.— Upon the organization of these mu- 

MU^TlcncPAL n * c *P a * coun cils in accordance with the provisions of 
council. article 61, a president and a secretary only shall 

be designated. 



Art. 264. — When no officials with certificates 
can be obtained for the technical services of the 
municipal administration, their places may be filled 
by persons of acknowledged experience in the re- 
spective services, excepting in cases of physicians 

Art. 266. — The work of accounting, the minutes 
of the sessions of the municipal council, the con- 
tracts entered into, the imposition of fines., and pub- 
lications and citations shall necessarily be in writ- 
ing; but verbal petitions may be made to the mayor 
who must render decision thereon immediately, or 
not later than the following day,' if the matters in- 
volved are comprised within his own functions, 
otherwise sending them forward without delay. 

For this purpose the mayor shall fix an hour at 
which he shall daily grant public audiences, at which 
the secretary of the municipal administration shall 
be present, for the purpose of making notes of the 
petitions. 

Art. 266. — The secretary of the municipal ad- 
ministration shall discharge the duties, of the ac- 
countant-auditor of the municipality, and shall, 
therefore, be the head of both departments; but 
when the budget exceeds ten thousand dollars, the 
Municipal Council may appoint an Accountant, but 
always within the limitation established by article 
192 of this law with respect to personnel expenses. 

PE RMANE NT Art. 257. — The municipal council shall organize 

COMMITTEES, only two permanent committees, the first on the 
treasury and budget and the second, on the devel- 
opment of the moral and material interests of the 
municipality. 

Art. 268. — The second of the two committees 
mentioned shall be composed of two councilmen Mid 
two associate members which the municipal council 
shall select from among the permanent residents of 
recognized standing in the municipal district. The 
committee on the treasury and budget shall be made 
up as prescribed by article 72 of this law. 
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Art. 269. — The committee on development of DUTIES, 
the moral and material interests of the municipality, 
in addition to exercising functions of supervision 
and initiative in everything not under the jurisdiction 
of the committee on the treasury and budget, and 
rendering the reports which the municipal council 
may call for, shall submit to the latter, in the month 
of January of each year, a report on what it may 
deem advisable for the development of the common 
wealth, the improvement of the public services, 
means of communication, and progress of any kind, 
recommending the measures it may deem practicable 
in the furtherance of such ends. 

Art. 260. — 'For designation as associate mem- ASSOCIATE 
bers, the owners of urban or rural property in the MEMBEB8. 
municipal district, even though they reside therein 
temporarily, shall be placed on an equal footing with 
the permanent residents of the municipality. 

Art. 261. — Fifteen days before the opening of MEETINGS 
the quarterly sessions of the municipal council, of B A BRIO 
provided for in article 139 of this law, the municipal MAYOBS. 
mayor shall convene in his office all the barrio may- 
ors of his district, in order that they may state 
anything which they deem of interest to their bar- 
rio, which may be considered by the mayor, for the 
purposes of the message the latter, in accordance 
with article 171, is required to address to the muni- 
cipal council. 

Art. 262. — Every six months the secretary of PUBLIOA- 

the municipal administration shall prepare, in du- TIONOFSEMI- 
plicate, an abstract of the different work done by £%S2£ Ig BB " 
the committee of the municipal council filing one 
copy and sending the other for publication to the 
newspaper or newspapers in which the municipal 
administration publishes announcements, or in their 
absence, in any other form possible. 

Art. 263. — When the municipal council of any CHANGE OF 
of the municipalities comprised in this title, is of CLASS. 
the opinion that its largest center of population 
exceeds three thousand inhabitants, it may so de- 
clare, complying in a proper case, with the provi- 
sions of article 44 for the purpose of organization DATA. 
under the general provisions of this law. This decla- 
ration shall be made upon the basis of the data 
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showing that fact and by the number of councilmen 
fixed by article 252. A certified copy of the minutes 
of the session and the documents in the case shall 
be sent to the president of the Republic and to the 
governor of the province, as soon as the resolution 
becomes final. 

For the reorganization decided on, an election 
for mayor and the councilmen to which the new 
municipal council may be entitled, shall be held on 
the date on which the next renewal thereof should 
legally take place, according to the provisions of 
article 60 and related articles, and no changes in 
personnel shall be made, nor any resolution put into 
effect during the fiscal year changing the budget in 
force at the time of the reorganization. 

Art. 264. — All the provisions of this law shall 
be applicable to the municipalities which are the 
subject of this title in so far as they are not op- 
posed to the special provisions of the same. 



TITLE VIII. 

REMEDIES AND LIABILITIES ARISING FROM THE RESOLU- 
TIONS OP MUNICIPAL COUNCILS AND THE DECISIONS 
OP MUNICIPAL MAYORS AND BARRIO MAYORS. 

OHAPTEE L 



REMEDIES. 

JUBIDICAL Art. 266.-- The municipality, as a juridical per- 

PBESON. S on capable of holding rights and exercising duties, 

possesses its own patrimony and may perform acts 
and enter into contracts with respect to the same- 
It may also, as an administrative entity, take such 
steps as may be required to further the various 
public services, being denominated for this purpose 
as the "Municipal Administration." 

FINAL BE- Art. 266. — The final resolutions of the munici- 

SOLUTION& pal council put an end to the administrative proceed- 
ings, and an appeal may be taken therefrom, within 
such periods as may be prescribed by law, to the 
competent court by contentious-administrative pro- 
cedure, provided such resolutions impair rights of 
an administrative character previously acquired. 
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When the municipality acts in its capacity as a ju- 
ridical person recourse shall be had to the courts, 
through ordinary procedure, as also when the reso- 
lution impairs rights of a civil character. 

The decisions of the mayor, as the head of the 
municipal administration, shall also put an end to 
the administrative proceedings, and the same reme- 
dies hereinbefore set forth shall lie against them as 
in the cases previously cited. 

In either case, the party who considers himself 
aggrieved must previously interpose an appeal for 
reconsideration, within five days following the ser- 
vice of notice or the publication, as the case may be, 
of the resolution or decision, or within five days af- 
ter that on which the interests of the appellant are 
directly affected. This appeal shall be presented to 
the mayor or to the president of the municipal coun- 
cil, according as it involves a decision of the former 
or a resolution of the latter, and they shall render 
their decision within the period of five days. 

In proceedings conducted through contentious* 
administrative channels against a resolution of the 
municipal council, the period prescribed for this 
purpose by the law on the subject shall commence 
to run from the day following that on which the 
period of ninety days shall have expired within 
which the president of the Republic may exercise 
the power conferred upon him by the second para* 
graph of article 158. 

In the event of the suspension of the resolution 
by the mayor, the governor, or the president of the 
Republic, the proceedings shall conform to the pro- 
visions of article 162. 

Art. 267. — Municipal councils and mayors may REVOCATION 
revoke their resolutions, provided, when they do so, OP RESOLU- 
that they do not impair rights created thereby in ^ONS- 
favor of third persons, but they cannot revise re- 
solutions which, having been the subject of conten- 
tious-administrative or judicial proceedings, have VOTES NE- 
been affirmed. The resolution for revision requires CESSARY. 
a number of councilmen equal to that required for 
the adoption of the resolution. 



Art. 268.— Whenever any municipal contract, ANNULMENT 
or any resolution of the municipal council, is pre- or °°lu&soi!i[£ 
judicial to the interests of the municipality, the TION. 
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council may declare it injurious (lesivo) within a 
period of five years, even though there exist inter- 
ests of third parties ; but a contentious-administrative 
appeal must be interposed in due time and form be- 
fore the audiencia of the proper province, after 
such declaration shall have been made, requesting 
the rescission. 

Such declarations cannot be made with regard 
to resolutions which may have been confirmed by 
virtue of a judicial complaint, or appeals therefrom, 
or by a revoked suspension thereof. The injury hav- 
ing been established before the court, this contract 
shall be rescinded, or the resolution in question shall 
be revoked, whatever may be deemed proper and 
equitable as to indemnity and rights acquired by 
third persons being also determined. 

The declaration of injury (lesivo) having been 
made in the case of a contract, the persons interest- 
ed shall be notified thereof on the same day, and if 
they shall agree thereto, the declaration shall be- 
come effective without the necessity of a contentious- 
administrative appeal. If the municipal council 
should not adopt a resolution as to indemnities, they 
may be made the subject of proceedings before the 
ordinary courts. 

Art. 269. — The mayor must take the initiative 
to have the municipal council make the declaration 
referred to in the preceding article, provided he 
deems it advisable to have such action taken, and, 
to this end, he shall address the president of the 
municipal council in writing, setting forth in full 
the reasons on which he bases his opinion. 

Art. 270. — When, in an administrative contract 
with the municipality, the contractor, in the judg- 
ment of the mayor, has failed to comply with the 
conditions of the contract, he shall at once commu- 
nicate it to the municipal council, setting forth the 
facts fully, and the council may resolve on the sus- 
pension of the execution of the contract, making 
provision at the same time for the continuation of 
the work and service in question. 

Within sixty days after service of notice of the 
resolution upon the contractor, he may appeal to 
the court of competent jurisdiction for the purpose 
of enforcing any rights he believes he may have; 



97 



and, if he should fail to do so, it shall be taken 
for granted that he accepts the suspension, which 
shall thereupon be converted into rescission. 

If the contractor should institute proceedings, CLAIMS, 
the suspension of the contract shall continue during 
the hearing of such proceedings, unless the term 
stipulated for the duration of the contract should 
expire in the meantime, in which case the municipal 
council shall be at liberty to enter into a new con- 
tract for the same service or work, without prejudice 
to the result of the proceedings instituted and the 
application of the penal clauses of the contract, if 
the failure of the contractor to comply therewith is 
confirmed. 



QUESTION 
OF JUSISDIC- 
TION. 



Art. 271.— -Any question of jurisdiction, whether 
positive or negative, between mayors, or between 
municipal councils, or between the latter and the 
former, or with the provincial council, or with the 
governor, shall be decided by the contentious cham- 
ber of the respective audiencia, if the question be 
between mayors or councils of the same province, 
with an appeal to the supreme court, which shall 
have jurisdiction to decide all other cases. The su- 
preme court shall render its decision within thirty 
days after the date on which any of the parties ap- 
peal to the respective court. The court shall hear 
the adverse party before rendering decision, grant- 
ing him a period for the purpose, after which it 
shall render its decision without further proceed- 
ings. 

The municipal council and the mayor shall 
cease to act in the matter which is the subject of the 
question of jurisdiction, as soon as the other party, 
by means of the proper communication, gives notice 
that an appeal is going to be taken to the authority 
called upon to decide the matter. 

Art. 272. — No petition or request addressed to pbompt AG- 
the president of the municipal council, or to the TIONONPETI- 
municipal council or to the mayor, shall be allowed 
to remain unanswered in the manner which may be 
deemed proper, unless the reason or reasons for not 
making answer are declared. 

When a matter of routine is to be dispatched, it 
shall be done without a greater delay than three 
days. 



SUSPENSION 
OF ACTION. 



TION. 



ROUTINE. 
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The permanent or special committees, and offi- 
cials, shall submit their reports or opinions, within 
a period not exceeding ten days, unless a duly estab- 
lished cause prevents. 

The final decision on a matter shall be rendered 
within ten days following that on which the pro- 
ceedings have reached a stage where they are pend- 
ing such decision only. 

The application of this article with respect to 
municipal councils shall not be taken into considera- 
tion if they are not in session. 
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Art. 273. — Any person submitting a petition to 
the municipal council, or to the mayor, shall have 
the right to demand, and to be given at once, a re- 
ceipt describing the matter and the date and hour 
of the presentation thereof. 

Art. 274. — An appeal lies from any act of a 
mayor of a barrio within two days after receipt of 
notification thereof. The matter shall be forwarded 
to the municipal mayor as soon as reported on, with 
all documents, who shall decide within a like period 
of two days. 

Art. 275. — While appeals of an administrative 
character against any resolution or astion of the 
municipal council or the municipal mayor are being 
heard, the execution of such resolution or action 
shall be suspended, unless questions of sanitation, 
precaution or remedy against dangers of calamities 
or any other requiring peremptory execution, in the 
judgment of the mayor or the municipal council, 
respectively, are involved. In any case, measures 
shall be adopted for the purpose of insuring, in 
due time, compliance with the resolutions or action, 
if the appeals should be dismissed. 

Art. 276. — A violation of the provisions relat- 
ing to periods of time and other provisions relating 
to the appeals treated of in this title, and regarding 
the despatch of matters, shall constitute a malicious 
violation of the law, and shall be punished by the 
imposition of a fine of twenty-five dollars, by the 
proper judge or court, in addition to the indemnity 
which may lie for the loss and damage which may 
have been caused. 
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In ease of a repetition of the offense, the fine REPETITION. 
may be raised to two hundred dollars. 

Art 277. — Every appellant shall always be given RECEIPT of 
a voucher of the presentation of his appeal, stating APPEAL. 
the date and hour thereof. 

CHAPTER II. 



LIABILITIES. 

Art. 278. — The mayor, the president of the mu- 
nicipal council, the councilmen, associate members, 
and barrio mayors, as well as the officials and em- 
ployees of the municipality not included in the pro- 
visions of the civil service law, may incur liability 
of an administrative character, in addition to the 
civil and penal liability prescribed by law, for acts 
or omissions in the discharge of the duties of their 
respective offices, according to the provisions of this 
chapter. 

Art. 279. — Acts and omissions punishable ad- 
ministratively shall render the guilty parties liable 
to the penalties of reprimand, warning of fine, in 
the case of councilmen and associate members, and 
to any of said penalties, or those of suspension or re- 
moval, in the case of barrio mayors or employees. 

These penalties, with the exception of that of 
removal, shall be imposed upon councilmen, associate 
members and employees of the municipal council, by 
the president of the municipal council, and shall be 
imposed by the mayor, with the same reservation 
as above, upon barrio mayors and the employees of 
the municipal administration and those of his office. 

Art. 280. — A reprimand shall be administered 
in cases of error, omission or slight negligence, when 
the damage is easily repaired. 

A warning shall be given in case of the repeti- 
tion of the reprimanded offense, and in the event 
of power being exceeded, negligence and abuse of 
authority the consequences of which are not irrepar- 
able or grave. 

A fine shall be imposed whenever so provided 
by the laws and general regulations, and in case of 
a repetition of offenses punishable by warning, and 
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in the event of power being gravely exceeded, grave 
abuse of authority, or negligence or disobedience, 
which do not involve criminal liability, and which, 
in the case of barrio mayors or employees, do not 
require suspension or removal from office. 

Art. 281. — The fine imposed as an administra- 
tive corrective shall not exceed fifty dollars in mu- 
nicipalities of one hundred thousand or more inhab- 
itants; thirty dollars in municipalities of less than 
one hundred but more than three thousand inhabit- 
ants; and twenty dollars in. municipalities of three 
thousand inhabitants or less. 

In cases in which the amount of the fine is ex- 
pressly fixed by this law or other legislative measures 
the provisions thereof shall be adhered to. 

The collection of the fine shall be effected in 
the manner prescribed by article 78; but if the per- 
son fined receives a salary from the municipality, 
the amount of the fine may be deducted therefrom. 

In the event that a fine imposed upon a barrio 
mayor who does not receive a salairy should not be 
paid, the municipal council, upon the recommenda- 
tion of the municipal mayor, may consider the case 
as a ground for removal, in order to proceed with 
the formalities prescribed for that purpose in the 
last paragraph of article 99 of this law. 

Art. 282. — The suspension from office and salary 
or from salary alone, shall be ordered by the mayor 
in the case of employees of the municipal admin- 
istration or his office, and otherwise by the president 
of the municipal council; but always upon the in- 
stitution of proceedings at which the interested party 
is given a hearing. 

These fines may be imposed when grave acts 
are involved differing from those mentioned in ar- 
ticle 280, or in the case of a repetition of the offense 
in acts punishable by fine,or of persistency in the 
repetition of the offense in other cases. 

The penalty of removal may be imposed with- 
out having been preceded by suspension. 

Art. 283. — When the president of the municipal 
council incurs administrative liability he may be re- 
lieved of his office in the manner pointed out in 
article 67 of this law. 
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With regard to the administrative liability of MAYOR. 
the municipal mayor, it can only be enforced by the 
suspension referred to in article 99 of the constitu- 
tion, and in accordance with articles 87 and 88 of 
this law. 

The municipal council, by resolution of two- 
thirds of the councilmen which it should have in 
accordance with this law, may request the provincial 
governor to exercise his constitutional prerogative 
stating the grounds of its petition, in order that the 
governor after consideration thereof, may decide what 
he deems proper. 



Art. 284. — The municipality shall be directly 
liable for any loss or damage attributable to the neg- 
ligence of the municipality, which may be caused by 
a defect, insecurity, risk, or obstruction in the public 
road, sidewalks, sewers, or bridges of the municipal- 
ity; but it shall indemnify itself by proceedings 
against the municipal official or employee, if he, 
through failure to comply with his duties, should 
have given rise to the occurrence constituting the 
basis for the claim, and consequently be responsible 
therefor. 

In such cases, the claim must be presented in 
writing to the mayor within thirty days after the 
occurrence of the aot which gave rise thereto, and it 
shall set forth under oath or affirmation, the details 
of date, place, character, and amount of the damage 
or loss, and the estimated value thereof. 

The mayor shall make a report to the munici- 
pal council on the matter as soon as possible, and 
the latter shall render a decision within the twenty 
days following that upon which it receives the claim, 
after hearing the official or employee who may be 
charged with liability. 

Municipalities shall not be liable, however, for 
the damage or injury caused by defect, insecurity, 
danger or obstruction in the public thoroughfare, 
sidewalks, sewers or bridges belonging to the muni- 
cipality, unless the said defect, insecurity, danger 
or obstruction shall have remained for ten days after 
special notice in writing given to the mayor or mu- 
nicipal council. 

No judicial proceedings can be instituted against 
the municipality on account of such loss and dam- 
age, without proof that the claim referred to in 
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this article was presented in due time to the mayor, 
and that the municipal council failed to render a 
decision or rejected the claim, or rendered a deci- 
sion not satisfactory to the claimant, within the 
twenty days allowed for its decision. 

ADDITIONAL PROVISION. 

REPEAL. The municipal law of October 2, 1877, and other 

legal provisions governing the organization and 
functions of municipalities, are hereby repealed, as 
are any other laws or provisions referring to author- 
izations necessary to be granted by the central pow- 
er or the provincial governor to the municipality 
and laws or provisions opposed to the provisions of 
this law. 

TRANSITORY PROVISIONS. 
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I. Notwithstanding the provisions of article 178, 
municipal councils may retain in their budgets the 
amounts which appear therein by virtue of resolu- 
tions adopted prior to the promulgation of this law 
for the payment of pensions or donations to specific 
persons, but they cannot increase nor transfer them 
to other persons, although reduction therein may be 
made. 

II. The provisional governor may order the 
restoration of municipalities which may have been 
abolished, and which he considers in condition to 
exist under the provisions of this law. The said mu- 
nicipalities shall be included in their ancient limits, 
and, as far as possible, they shall have their pro- 
perty, privileges, and everything else which may have 
belonged to them. 

Until the national congress resumes its sessions, 
petitions for the creation and restoration of muni- 
cipalities shall be addressed to the provisional gov- 
ernor. 

III. Municipal councils shall include some 
amount in their regular budgets for the payment of 
debts incurred prior to 1899, which have been liqui- 
dated and acknowledged by the same municipal 
council, paying them in the order of priority and 
prorating them in the case of identity of dates. 
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IV. Should the number of councilmen be not 
strictly divisible into halves, the larger number 
shall retire from office upon the first renewal, and 
the lesser number upon the second renewal. 

The municipal council shall determine by lot, 
as soon as it is organized, the councilmen to be com- 
prised in the first renewal. 

V. The period of five years established in ar- 
ticle 184, relating to <the prescription of debts for 
municipal taxes, shall begin to be counted from the 
date of the promulgation of this law, with regard 
to credits pending collection at the time of its pro- 
mulgation, and likewise with regard to the prescrip- 
tion of rights of action to collect credits against the 
municipality, in its capacity as an administrative 
corporation. 

VI. It shall be understood that the present 
secretaries of the municipal councils become secret- 
aries of the municipal administration and that in 
such capacity they are protected by the permanency 
of position referred to in the transitory provisions 
of the Civil Service Law. 
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Removal of : 99 39 

Salaries of, as collectors of taxeB: 103 40 

Secretary: when entitled to: 100 39 

Substitutes of: appointment and removal of: 100 39 

To be located by municipal council: 97 38 

In municipalities of not exceeding three thousand inhabit- 
ants: 

Meetings of: 261 93 

Municipal districts to be divided into: 22 19 

Rules for: 23, 24 19 

Suburbs to form: 22 . 19 

BATS: 

Jurisdiction over: 25 20 

BENEFITS of Municipalities: 

How divided in case of annexation or segregation: 19 18 

BEVERAGES: 

May be taxed by Municipal Council: 216 (8) 79 

BOILERS: 

Regulation by municipal councils of installation of, etc.: 126 (21) 50 
BONDS: 

Cancellation or return of: 

Of persons who must render accounts: 212 77 

Of contractors: 212 77 

Issue of to secure loan for public works: 226 84 

May be transferred to contractor ot work, in payment thereof: 

227 84 

To be furnished by employees, contractors and grantees: 112. . 42 

Not *o be personal: 112 42 

BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS: 

May be examined by municipal councils, when: 123 46 

BOUNDARIES: 

Of municipal districts: 

Confusion between two or more, how determined: 15 17 

BRIDGES: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (4) 48 

BUDGETS, MUNICIPAL: 186, 205 70-75 

Appropriations to be annulled at end of year when not used: 
204 75 

Consideration, approval and formation of, pertains to municipal 
councils: 186 70 
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BUDGETS, MUNICIPAL (continued): 

Expenditures to constitute first part of: 189 71 

Cannot exceed revenues established: 190 71 

Failure to approve by July 1: result of: 203 74 

Form and contents of: 186 70 

Former budget to continue in force: when: 203 75 

Incidental revenues not applicable to ordinary services, etc.: 205 75 

Initiation of, to be entrusted to accountant auditor: 186. ... 70 

Liquidation of: 204 75 

Modifications in, when inadmissible: 191 71 

• Parts of: 189 70 

Personal expenses: 72 

Defined: 193 72 

Limitations as to: 192 71, 72 

Printing of: 74 

Number of copies to be printed and disposition thereof: 200. 74 

Prohibition as to creation, abolition, etc., of municipal services 

in: 187 70 

Proceedings in case same budget has been in force two years: 

203 75 

Penalties and indemnities incurred by fiscal in case of non- 
compliance with law: 203 75 

Project of: 

Approval or veto of, by mayor: 199 73 

Consideration of, by municipal council: 198 73 

Publication of condensed statement of: 196. 73 

Of comparative statement with prior budget: 196 73 

Quorum of council necessary for consideration of: 198. ... 73 

Ratification of, by municipal council: 199 74 

To be presented to mayor, when: 195 72 

To be submitted to council by mayor: 173 67 

To be transmitted to municipal council: 197 73 

Treasurer to report on: 195 72 

Votes necessary for adoption of: 198 73 

Resolutions in re change in services, receipts or expenditures, to 

be communicated as basis for preparation of: 188 70 

Revenues: 
Of previous years not applicable for payment of obligations 

of current year: 205 75 

To constitute first part of : 189 70 

Special: 

When permissible: 202 74 

Requisites of: 202 74 

Suspensions of: 

Rules to be observed: 201 74 

Unforeseen expenses: 72 

What are not to be so considered: 194 72 

When previous budget applies: 188 70 

BUILDING PERMITS: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (10) 79 

BUILDING REGULATIONS: 

To be issued by municipal council: 126 (6) 48 
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BURIAL PERMITS: 

Barrio mayors to issue: 101 (9) 40 

BPnriTMHa COMPANIES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (7) 79 

Exceptions: 216 (7) , 79 

CASH BALANCE: 

Of municipal funds to be prepared: 150 60 

CATTLE AND HOB8E8, TRANSFEB OF: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (4) 78 

Slaughter of: 216 (9) 79 

CEMETERIES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (6). 79 

CENSOS: 

See Bent charges. 
CEBTIFICATIONS: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (11) 79 

CHARixmS: 

Powers of municipal councils as to: 125 47 

CLAIMS: against municipality: 

Cannot be acquired by municipal employees: 208 76 

COLLECTION: 

Of taxes and revenues to be in charge of treasurer: 207. ... 76 
To be made by municipal officials: 206 75 

COMMERCE: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (3).' 78 

COMMITTEES: 

Of municipal councils: 

Associate members of: to form part of committees: 70. . . . 31 

Disqualifications of: 75 33 

Excuses of : 75 33 

Foreign, number of: 70 31 

Guilds, etc., may recommend persons for: 70 31 

Incompatibilities of : 75 33 

May be citizens or foreigners: 70 31 

Non-attendance of, must be for good cause: 77 33 

Penalties for: 78 33 

Appeal from imposition: 78 34 

How collected: 78 34 

To be imposed by president of municipal council: 78. 34 
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COMMITTEES, (continued): 

Office of, is obligatory and gratuitous: 70 31 

Removal of: 75 33 

Bight of to vote: 70 31 

Term of office: 76 33 

To be designated by municipal councils: 70 31 

Vacancies to be reported: 79 34 

Duties of, character of: 69 30 

Initiative of: 69 30 

Members of, to be designated by municipal councils: 69. . . . 30 
On taxation of industries, commerce, professions, arts and 
trades 

Duties of : 74 33 

On territorial tax: 

How constituted: 73 32 

On treasury and budget: 

Associate members may be citizens or foreigners, etc.: 72. 32 

How constituted: 72 31 

Municipalization of public services to be referred to: 130. 54 

Action of council on report of committee: 131 55 

Number of members and associate members: 72 31, 32 

Organization of : 69 30 

Permanent: 
In municipalities of not exceeding three thousand inhabit- 
ants: 

Associate members of: 260 93 

Duties of: 259 93 

Formation of: 258 92 

On development of moral and material interests: 257. . . 92 

Treasury and budget: 257 92 

Number and election of persons to compose same: 71. . . . 31 

Purpose of : 69 30 

Special: 69. ... 30 

Number and persons to compose the same: 71 31 

CONCESSIONS: * 

Municipal employees not to be interested in: 113 43 

CONDUITS: 

Regulation of by municipal councils: 126 (19) 50 

Connections, rules governing: 238 87, 88 

CONGRESS: 

Powers of, as to change in limits of municipal districts: 13. . . 17 

Consolidation of municipalities: 15 17 

CONTRACTORS: 

Bonds of: 212 77 

CONTRACTS: 

Bids to be called for, before entering into: 121 45 

Default of contractor, effect of: 270 96 

Municipal employees cannot be interested in municipal: 113. . 43 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to approve: 154 43 
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CONTRACTS, (continued): 

Rescission of municipal, by council: 268, 270 95, 97 

Declaration of leeivo: 268 95, 96 

Procedure to make: 268* 96 

Initiative of mayor to secure declaration: 269 96 

Suspension of: 270 96 

CONVEYANCES: 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to approve: 154. ... 61 
CORPSES, ABANDONED: 

Barrio mayors to take charge of: 101 (10) 40 

COUNCTLMEN: 

Absence of, on session days: 53 27 

Leaves of: 53 27 

Alternates: 

Taking possession of office: 60 28 

Biennial renewals: 52 27 

Discontinuance in office, when to take place: 49 27 

Loss of residence: 50 27 

How established: 50 27 

Disqualifications: 46 25 

Bight to act on, vested in council: 57 28 

Proceedings for, may be instituted by permanent residents: 57 28 

Elections of, to take place every two years: 60 28 

Excuses: 48 26 

Time for presentation: 48 26 

Incompatibilities: 47 26 

For office created during his term of office: 68 30 

Initiative of permanent residents in: 57 28 

Option in case of: 47 26 

Right to act on, vested in council: 57 28 

Leaves of absence: 53 27 

Liability of, for acts performed in the discharge of their 

duties: 58 28 

Number in municipal councils: 43 24 

Change of : 44 24 

Increase, method to be employed: 44 24 

Decrease, method to be employed: 44 24 

Office of: 

Term of : 51 27 

Obligatory, etc.: 55 27 

Taking possession of : 60 28 

Installing in: 61 28 

Of municipalities of not exceeding three thousand inhabitants, 

Number of: 251 91 

Qualifications necessary to be: 45 25 

Removal of, when permissible: 59 28 

Resignations and acceptance of : 56 27, 28 

Right to act on vested in municipal council: 57 28 

Retirement of, if number not divisible into halves, IV 103 

Term of office: 51 27 

To be elected by direct suffrage: 42 23 

Vacancies, how filled: 54 27 
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COUNCILS, MUNICIPAL: 

Animals, keeping and care of: duties of council as to: 126 (13). 49 

Transit, sale, impounding, etc., to be regulated by: 126. . . . 49, 50 

Boilers: regulation of installation etc. of: 126 (21) 50 

Books and documents may be examined by, when 123 46 

Bridges, jurisdiction of over: 126 (4) 48 

Budgets to be transmitted to and considered by: 197, 198. . . 73 

Building regulations to be issued by: 126 (6) 48 

Charities: powers of, as to: 125 47 

Committees of: 

Associate members of: to form part of committees: 70. . . . 31 

Disqualifications of: 75 33 

Excuses of : 75 33 

Foreign, number of : 70 31 

Guilds, etc., may recommend persons for: 70 31 

Incompatibilities of : 75 33 

May be citizens or foreigners: 70 31 

Non-attendance of, must be for good cause: 77 33 

Penalties for: 78 33 

Appeal from imposition: 78 34 

How collected: 78 34 

To be imposed by president of municipal council: 78. . 34 

Office is obligatory ana gratuitous: 70 31 

Removal of : 75 33 

Right of to vote: 70 31 

Term of office: 76 33 

To be designated by municipal councils: 70 31 

Vacancies to be reported: 79 34 

Duties of, character of: 69 30 

Initiative of: 69 30 

Members of to be designated by municipal councils: 69. . . 30 
On taxation of industries, commerce, professions, arts and 
trades: 

Duties of : 74 33 

On territorial tax: 

How constituted: 73 32 

On treasury and budget: 

Associate members may be citizens or foreigners, etc.: 72. 32 

How constituted: 72 31 

Municipalization of public services to be referred to: 130. 54 

Action of council on report of committee: 131 55 

Number of members and associate members: 72 31,32 

Organization of: 69 30 

Permanent: 
In municipalities of not exceeding three thousand inhabit- 
ants: 

Associate members of: 260 93 

Duties of: 259 93 

Formation of: 258 92 

On development of moral and material interests: 257. . . 92 

Treasury and budget: 257 92 

Number and election of persons to compose same: 71. . . . 31 

Purpose of: 69 30 

Special: 69 ; 30 

Number and persons to compose the same: 71 31 

Constitution of, how effected: 65 29 

Contracts: bids to be called for, before entering into: 121. . . 45 
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COUNCILS, MUNICIPAL, (continued): 



Default of contractor, effect of: 270 96 

Municipal employees cannot be interested in municipal: 113. 43 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to approve: 154. . . 43 

Rescission of municipal, by council: 268, 270 . . 95,97 

Declaration of lesivo: 268 95, 96 

Procedure to make: 268 96 

Initiative of mayor to secure declaration: 269 96 

Suspension of: 270 96 

Docks: jurisdiction of, over: 126 48 

Duties of: 114, 126 43, 47 

Education: duties of, as to: 128 (11) 49 

Electric current rates to be regulated by: 126 (28) 51 

Expenses to be provided for by: 126 47 

Fairs: duties of , as to: 126 (8) 48 

Fire department to be maintained by: 126 (26) 50 

Fire limits to be fixed by: 126 (20) 50 

Food: inspection of articles of, by: 126 (25). 50 

Funds of municipality to be under control of: 126 47 

Gas rates to be regulated by: 126 (28) 51 

Government of municipality vested in, and mayor: 2 15 

Investigations: special, which may be ordered by: 123 45, 46 

Administration of oaths by commission conducting: 123. . . 46 

Examination ot books and documents: 123 46 

Report of commission conducting: 123 46 

Resolution adopted by commission conducting, is administra- 
tive only: 123 46 

Suspension of officials during: 123 46 

Witnesses may be subpoenaed: 123 46 

Judicial proceedings: formalities necessary for institution of: 

118 44 

Licenses to be regulated etc. by: 123 47 

Markets: duties of as to: 126 (8) 48 

Members of, how called: 42 23 

Number in: 43 24 

Morals, public and customs: duties of as to: 126 (10) 49 

Nuisances: duties of as to: 126 (27) 50, 51 

Oaths may be administered by when: 123 46 

Ordinances to be issued by: 126 (30) 51 

Parks: jurisdiction of, over: 126 48 

Police Department to be maintained by: 126 (26) 50 

Powers or, general: 114 43 

Special: 126 47 

President of: 

Casts deciding vote: 67 29 

May be relieved, when: 67 29 

Represents the council: 67 29 

To discontinue in office if he loses office of councilman: 67. 29 

Public meetings etc.: regulation of: 126 (24) 50 

Questions of jurisdiction: how decided: 271 97 

Quorum necessary for any action: 153 60, 61 

For payments and contracts: 154 61 

For alienations, leases and encumbrances: 154 61 

Railroads: duties of ; as to: 126 (18) 50 

Ratification of municipal budget, by: 199 74 

Regulations to be issued by: 126 (30) 51 

Reorganization of, in case of change of class: 44 24, 25 
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COUNCILS, MUNICIPAL, (continued): 

Resolutions: 
Appeals from: 

By inhabitants of municipality: 33 22 

Of residents from: 164 64 

Approval by mayor: 156 61 

Certifications of: 163 63 

Copies to be furnished President and governor: 161 6ft 

Dating of: 164 64 

Execution of: 157 62 

Date for: 157 62 

Pinal: 

Appeals from: 266 94 

Stay proceedings: 275 98 

Violation of provisions relating to: 276 98 

Put an end to administrative proceedings: 266 94 

Revocation of: 257 94 

Votes necessary: 267 94 

Ten days' from presentation: 156 62 

Passage of, over veto: 156 61 

Proceedings to restrain execution of, inadmissible: 163. . . 63 

Publication of: 164 68 

Submission of to mayor: 156. 61 

Suspension of: 
Appeal in case of unconstitutionality of resolution suspend- 
ed: 159 62 

Contentious-administrative appeal from: 159 62 

Council may admit, or revoke resolution: 159 62 

Implied consent to: 159 62 

May be suspended by mayor, provincial governor or Pre- 
sident of the Republic: 158 62 

Notice of: 160 62, 63 

When permissible: 158. . 62 

Remedies to private individuals prejudiced by: 162. ... 63 

Veto by mayor: 156 61 

Roads: jurisdiction of, over: 126 48 

Sanitation: duties of, as to: 126 (16) 49 

Powers of, as to: 124, 125 47 

Sea walls: extent of jurisdiction of, over: 126 (7) 48 

Secretaries: assistant: provisions regarding: 149 60 

Duties of: 147 59 

Permanency of positions of: VI 103 

To be first and second: 62 29 

Sessions: attendance of mayor at: 170 66 

Seat of mayor: 170 66 

Calls for: 142 57, 58 

Deliberative periods: 139 57 

Extension of: 144 58 

Minutes of: 145 58 

To contain minority opinions: 145 58 

Signature of: 146 58 

Book of, to be under custody of secretary: 148 59 

Non-attendance at: penal liability for: 140 57 

Pines for: 140 57 

Secret, when to be: 165 61 
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COUNCILS, MUNICIPAL, (continued): 



Special: 

To be called on initiative of major: 169 66 

When null: 144 58 

To be public: 155 61 

To be held in town hall: 155 61 

Withdrawal of eouncilmen from, when necessary: 141 57 

Sewers, etc. duties of, as to: 126 (14) .* j 49 

Squares, public, jurisdiction of, over, 126 (4) 48 

Streets: naming of: 126 (23) 50 

Street cleaning: duties of, as to: 126 (12) 49 

Structures, dangerous: duties of, as to: 126 (15) 49 

Suburbs: duties of, as to: 126 (9) 48 

Telegraph and telephone poles, conduits, etc. regulation of by: 

126 (19) 50 

To be represented by the president thereof: 67 29 

Tramways: duties of, as to: 126 (18) 50 

Transportation rates to be regulated by: 126 (29) 51 

Vacancies in, how filled: 54 27 

Vacancies: duties of, as to: 126 (18) 50 

Vehicles: duties of, as to: 126 (18) 50 

Voting in, when by ballot: 63 29 

Scrutiny: 64 29 

When by roll call: 151 60 

When to be secret: 151 60 

Members cannot abstain from: 152 60 

Water fronts: jurisdiction of, over: 126 (7) 48 

Water rates to be regulated by: 126 (28) 51 

Weights and measures, regulation of: 126 (22) 50 

Wharves: jurisdiction of, over: 126 (7) 48 

In municipalities of not exceeding three thousand inhabitants: 

Quorum necessary to transact business: 252 91 

To have president and secretary only: 253 92 

CREDITS: 

Application of : 177 67 

Consolidation of in ease of several creditors: 181 69 

How divided in case of annexation or segregation: 19 18 

In favor of municipality: prescription of action to recover: 184. 69 

Prescription of right of action for collection of: 184 69 

CUBBING: 

Kules for levying assessment for construction of: 233 86 

DAMAGES: 

Liability of municipality for: 284 101 

Damages caused by grading of streets, etc.: 240 88 

DANCES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (18) 80 

DEBTS, MUNICIPAL: 

Consolidation of credits, in case of several creditors: 181. . . 69 

Distribution of payments: 181. 69 



I 
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DEBTS, MUNICIPAL, (continued): 

For taxes: prescribe when; 184 69 

Judgment against municipality for, procedure: 181 68 

Of municipalities incurred prior to 1899, disposition of: III. . . 102 

Preference of claims: 181 68 

Prescription of: 

For taxes: 184 69 

From when to be counted: V 103 

DECISIONS 

On matters to be rendered within certain period: 272 98 

DEPARTMENTS OF MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION: 

A counting and auditing: 

Organization of: 92 37 

Administrative functions of municipality to be divided into: 92. 37 

Chiefs of: 92 37 

Salaries to be fixed by municipal council: 93 37 

Heads of, to hold meetings with mayor: 94 39 

Number to be fixed by municipal council: 92 37 

Must be at least three: 92 37 

Organization of, etc., under charge of municipal council: 93. . 37 

May be recommended by mayor: 93 38 

Records of, to be public: 95 38 

Reports of, % monthly: 96 38 

To be forwarded to proper committee, for report: 96 38 

Taxation: 

Organization of 37 

Treasury and collections: 

Organization of: 92. 37 

DISQUALIFICATIONS: 

Of associate members of committees of municipal councils: 75. 33 

Of councilmen: 46 25 

Right to act on, vested in council: 57 28 

Proceedings for, may be instituted by permanent resi- 
dents: 57 28 

Of mayors: 84 35 

DISTRICTS, MUNICIPAL: 

Annexation of : 13 17 

Method of: 17 : 18 

Consequences of: 19 18 

Barrios: division of into: 22, 24 19 

Suburbs of district to form: 22 19 

Rules for: 23, 24 19 

Boundaries of: 

Confusion between two or more, how determined: 15 17 

Consolidation of in the event of confusion of boundaries: 15. 17 

Initiative for: 16 17 

Procedure if located in more than one judicial district 

through: 21 19 

Creation of : 13 *. . • 17 

By segregation: 18 18 
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DISTRICTS, MUNICIPAL, (continued): 

Inhabitants of : 26, 34 20, 22 

Division of : 26 20 

Limits of, changes in: 20 19 

Must be in a single province and judicial district: 21. . . . 19 

Powers of Congress as to change in limits of: 13 17 

President of the Republic may institute proceedings for sup- 
pression of: 14 17 

Residents. 

Division of : 26, 27 20 

Domiciliary: 26, 27 20, 21 

Permanent: 

Declaration of : 30, 31. . . 21 

Appeal from decision denying: 32 22 

Emancipated Cubans to be declared: 31 22 

Petition for: 32 22 

Equal rights of: 34 22 

Foreigners as: 28 21 

Registration of: 29 21 

Who are: 26, 27 20 

Segregation of: 13 17 

Method for: 17 18 

Consequences of: 19 18 

Suburbs of, to form barrios: 22 19 

Suppression of: 13 17 

Proceedings for: 14 17 

Transients defined: 26, 27 20 

When organization of proper: 11 16 

DOCKS: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (7) 48 

DOCUMENTS: 

May be examined by municipal councils, when: 123 46 

DONATIONS: 

By municipality, prohibited: 178 67 

Existing, to be respected: Transitory provisions 1 102 

DUTIES: 

Of accountant-auditor: 110 42 

Of committees of municipal councils: 69 30 

Of mayors: 165, 175 64,67 

Of municipal councils: 114, 126 43, 47 

EDUCATION: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (11) 49 

ELECTRICITY: 

Rates for current to be regulated by municipal councils: 

126 (28) 51 
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ELECTIONS: 

Municipal: to be held every two years: 60 * . . 28 

Of councilman: 

To be by direct suffrage: 42 23 

Of mayors: 

How conducted: 81 34 

EMPLOYEES, MUNICIPAL: 

Appointment of: 104 40 

Appointment and removal of by mayor: 165 (3) 64 

Bonds must be furnished by: 112 42 

Cannot acquire claims against municipality: 208 76 

Cannot be interested in certain services, contracts, etc.: 113. 43 

Liabilities of: 278 99 

Removal of: 104 40 

Suspension of, may be decreed by mayor: 105 41 

ENCUMBRANCES: 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to approve: 154. ... 61 

EXCUSES: 

Of associate members of committees of municipal councils: 75. 33 
Time for presentation by councilmen: 48 26 

EXECUTION: 

Revenue* of municipality not subject to: 182 69 

EXECUTIVE POWER: 

Municipal government as agent of : 3, 5 15 

Municipal government subordinate to, when: 5 15 

Organization of municipal: 80, 96. 34, 38 

EXPENDITURES: 

To constitute second part of municipal budgets: 189 71 

Cannot exceed revenues established: 190 71 

EXPENSES: 

Of municipalities: 

Of personnel: limitations in municipal budget as to: 192. . 71, 72 

Defined: 193 72 

To be defrayed from ordinary revenues: 241. 89 

To be provided for by municipal councils: 126 47 

PAIRS: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (8) 48 

PINES: 

Imposed by correctional courts, form part of ordinary rev- 
enues: 219 81 
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FINES, (continued): 

Imposition of by mayors: 166 65 

Procedure for imposition of: 167 65 

In case of non-payment of: 167 65 

Final disposition of: 168 66 

When to be administered: 280 99 

Amount of: 281 100 

Collection of: 281 100 

FIRE DEPARTMENT: 

To be maintained by municipal councils: 126 (26) 50 

Fire limits to be fixed municipal councils: 126 (20) 50 

FISCAL YEAS: 

Begins first day of July: 176 67 

FOOD: 

Inspection of, by municipal councils: 126 (25) 50 

FOREIGNERS: 

As permanent residents of municipal districts: 28 21 

M?ay be associate members of. committees of municipal coun- 
cils: 70 31 

May be associate members of committee on treasury and 
budget: 72 32 

FUNDS, MUNICIPAL: 

Cash balance of, to be prepared: 150 60 

Not subject to attachment or execution: 182 69 

Under control of municipal council: 126 47 

GAMES AND WAGERS, PERMITTED: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (19) 80 

GAS: 

Rates for, to be regulated by municipal councils: 126 (28). . . 51 
GRANTS: 

Of land by municipality to be considered private property: 116. 44 
GUTTERS: 

Rules for levying assessment for construction of: 233. ... 86 
HIGHWAYS AND RIGHTS OF WAY: 

Jurisdiction of barrio mayors over: 101 (6) 39 

INCOMPATIBILITIES: 

Of associate members of committees of municipal councils: 75. 33 

Of councilmen: 47 26 

For offices created during their term of office: 68 30 
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INCOMPATIBILITIES, (continued): 

Initiative of permanent residents in, 57 28 

Option in case of: 47 26 

Bight to act on, vested in council: 57 . 26 

Of mayor, on account of interest: 175 67 

Of office of mayor with other offices: 85 35 

Of secretary of municipal administration: 107 41 

INDUSTRIES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (3) 78 

INHABITANTS: 

Defined: 26 20 

Are residents or transients: 26 20 

Right of appeal against resolutions of municipal councils: 33. 22 
Register of: See REGISTER. 

INTERMENTS: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (17) 80 

INVESTIGATIONS: 

Special, which may be ordered by municipal council: 123. . 45, 46 

Administration of oaths by commission conducting: 123. . 46 

Examination of books and documents: 123 46 

Report of commission conducting: 123 46 

Resolution adopted by commission conducting, is administra- 
tive only: 123 46 

Suspension of officials during: 123 46 

Witnesses may be supoenaed: 123 46 

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS: 

Formalities necessary for institution of by municipal coun- 
cils: 118 44 

JUDGMENTS: 

Against municipality for debts, procedure: 181 68 

JURIDICAL PERSON: 

Municipality as: 115 43 

JURISDICTION: 

Of municipal government: 6 15 

Questions of, how decided: 271 97 

LAND GRANTS: 

Of municipality, to be considered private property: 116. . . 44 

LEASES: 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to approve: 154 61 
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LEAVES OF ABSENCE: 



Of councilmen: 53 27 

Of mayor: 

With and without pay: 174 67 

Limitation: 174 67 

LESTVO: 

Declaration of contracts to be. See CONTRACTS. 
IaETTEB OF TRANSMITTAL: 

Of project of Municipal Law: 1 1-11 

LIABILITIES: 

Administrative, of mayor, how enforced: 283 101 

Administrative penalties: 279 99 

Of councilmen: 

For acts performed in the discharge of their duties: 58. . 28 

Of municipal officials and employees: 278 99 

Of municipality for loss and damage: 284 101 

Removal and suspension of president of council: 283 100 

Removal, when admissible: 282 100 

Reprimands, warnings and fines: when to be administered: 280. 99 

Amount of fines: 281 , 100 

Collection of fines: 281 100 

Suspension from office and salary: 282 100 

LICENSES: 

Barrio mayors to issue: 101 (3) 39 

To be regulated, etc., by municipal councils: 126 47 

LIQUORS: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (8) 79 

LIVE STOCK: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (4) 78 

LIVE STOCK REGISTER: 

To be in custody of barrio mayors: 101 (2) 39 

LOANS: 

Bonds of, form and amount of, to be fixed by municipal coun- 
cil: 249 91 

To be signed by mayor and treasurer: 249 91 

Conversion of prior loans before contracting new: 243. ... 89 

Disposition of money derived from: 242 89 

For public services: 

Sinking fund for payment of: 135 56 

Interest: 

Revenues must be provided for payment of: 243 89 

Municipality may contract, when: 241 89 

Period of, not to exceed thirty years: 243 89 
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LOANS, (continued): 

Procedure to contract: 244, 248 89,90 

Requisites for negotiation of: 179 68 

Revenues of municipality, ordinary, not to be applied to in- 
terest or sinking fund: 243. 89 

Revenues, permanent, must be voted before contracting: 243. 89 
Sinking fund: 

For payment of: 135 56 

Revenues must be provided for creation of: 243 89 

Taxes for payment of, must accord with State system: 243. . 89 

To be submitted ad referendum: 243 89 

LOTS, VACANT: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 217 80 

When not assessable: 217. 80 

MARITIME INDUSTRIES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (5) 79 

MABKBT8: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (8) 48 

MAYOR: 

Administrative functions of: 165 (2) 64 

Administrative liability of, how enforced: 283 101 

Appointment and removal of employees by: 165 (3) 64 

Approval or veto of resolutions of council by: 165 (4) . . . . 64 

Attendance of at sessions of municipal council: 170 66 

Chief of the Executive Power: 80 34 

Decisions of: 

Put and end to administrative proceedings: 266 95 

Revocation of: 287 95 

Delegate to the central power: 165 (7) 64 

Disqualifications: 84 35 

Suspensions of by reason of: 86 36 

Duties and powers of: 165, 175 64, 67 

Election of, how conducted: 81 34 

Execution of resolutions by: 165 (1) 64 

Fines: imposition of, by: 166 65 

Functions of, developed separately in municipal government: 7. 16 

Municipal administrative: 68 30 

Government of municipality vested in municipal council and: 2. 15 

Incompatibility of, on account of interest: 175 67 

Incompatibility of office of, with other offices: 85 35 

Suspension of, for: 86 36 

Installation in office of: 66 r 29 

Leaves of absence of: 174 67 

With and without pay: 174 67 

Limitation: 174 67 

Messages to be sent to council by: 171 66 

Of municipalities of not exceeding three thousand inhabitants: 

To give public audiencias: 255 92 

Payments to be ordered by: 165 (9) 65 

Project of budget to be submitted to council by: 173 67 

Public order to be maintained by: 165 (6) 64 
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MA YOB, (continued): 

Qualifications necessary to be: 83 34 

Reports to be made to council by: 172 66 

Representative of the municipality: 165 (8) 65 

Salary of: 82 34 

May be changed at any time: 82 34 

When change in, to go into effect: 82 34 

Special sessions of council to be called on initiative of: 169. 66 

Substitute: salary of during substitution: 91 37 

Substitution of: 90 36 

Suspension of: 

For disqualification or incompatibility: 86 38 

Term of office: 81 34 

MEAT, TRANSPORTATION OF: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (14) 80 

MEDICAL ATTENDANCE TO POOR: 

Jurisdiction of barrio mayors over: 101 (7) 39 

MORALS, PUBLIC: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (10) 49 

MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION: 

See Administration, Municipal. 

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT: 

As agent of the executive power of the Nation: 3, 5 15 

Autonomy of, extent of: 4 15 

How affected when State furnishes funds towards works, 

etc.: 8 18 

Auxiliary to State: 3 15 

Dual capacity of: 3 15 

Jurisdiction of: 6 15 

Offices of: 

Organization of to be effeced by municipal council: 68. . . . 29, 30 

Limitations as to personnel, etc.: 68 30 

Organization of: 42 et seq 23 

Powers of: 3, 6 15 

Separation of: 7 16 

Subordinate to Executive Power of Nation, when: 5 15 

MUNICIPALITY: MUNICIPALITIES: 

Administrative functions of to be divided into departments: 92. 37 

As a juridical person: rights of: 265 94 

Classes of : 9 16 

Credit and money of: application of: 177 67 

Credits of: 

How divided in case of annexation or segregation: 19. . . 18 

Not subject to attachment or execution: 182 69 

Prescription of action to recover, 184 69 
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MUNICIPALITY: MUNICIPALITIES, (continued): 

Debts of: 

Consolidation of credits, in case of several creditors: 181. 66 

Distribution of payments: 181 68 

Incurred prior to 1899: disposition of: III 102 

Judgments against municipality for: procedure: 181. ... 68 

Not subject to compulsory process, 180 68 

Preference of claims: 181 68 

Definition: 1 15 

Donations by, prohibited: 178 67 

Exceptions and limitations: 178 68 

Expenses of: 

To be defrayed from ordinary revenues: 241. 89 

To be provided for by municipal council: 126 47 

Finances of: See Be venues; Expenditures; Payments, etc. 
Funds of: 

Not subject to attachment or execution: 182 69 

Under control of municipal council: 126. 47 

Government of, vested in council and mayor: 1. 15 

Juridical personality of: 115 43 

Land grants of, to be considered private property: 116. ... 44 
Liability of: 

For damages caused by grading of streets, etc.: 240. ... 88 

For loss and damage: 284 101 

Loans: 

Requisites for negotiation of: 179 . 68 

Money or credit of: application of: 177 67 

Objects of: 6 16 

Pecuniary aid to: rules governing: 220 81 

Powers of Congress as to consolidation of: 15 17 

Property of: 

Application of proceeds from sales of: 119 45 

Encumbrance or alienation of, procedure for: 117 44 

How divided in case of segregation or annexation: 19. . . 18 

May be ceded to Province or State for public uses: 116. . 44 

Sale of: 116 * 44 

Under control of municipal council: 126. 47 

Rent charges of, application of proceeds from redemption of : 119 45 

Restoration of abolished: Transitoty provision: II 102 

Petitions for, to be addressed to Provisional Governor: II. 102 
Revenues of: 

Not subject to attachment or execution: 182. ....... 69 

Works: which may be undertaken by cooperation of several 

municipalities: 122 45 

Estimate of cost of: 122 45 

MUNICIPALITIES: 

Of not exceeding three thousand inhabitants: 

Accounting: 255 92 

Barrio mayors: 

Meeting of: 261 98 

Change of class: procedure for: 263 92, 94 

Committees, permanent: 257 98 

Treasury and budget: 257 92 

On development of moral and material interests: 257. . 92 
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MUNICIPALITIES, (continued): 

Formation of: 258 92 

Duties of: 259 92 

Associate members of: 260 93 

Council, Municipal; 

Quorum necessary to transact business: 252 91 

To hare president and secretary only: 258 92 

Counclhnen: 

Number of: 251 91 

Documents: 255 92 

General provisions relating to: 264 94 

Mayors of: 

To give public audiencies: 255 92 

Offices, consolidation of: 256 92 

Organization of: 250 91 

Publication or reports: 262 93 

Technical services: bow to be furnished: 264 92 

MUNICIPAL LAW: 

Procedure to modify: 127 51, 52 

MUNICIPAL REGISTER OF INHABITANTS: See Register. 
MUNICIPALIZATION: 

Of public services: 

See Services, public. 

NOTARIES: 

Cannot be secretaries of municipal administrations: 107. . . 41 
NUISANCES: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (27) 60, 51 

OATHS: 

When to be administered by municipal councils: 123 46 

OFFICIALS, MUNICIPAL: 

Liabilities of: 278 99 

ORDINANCES, MUNICIPAL: 

•Barrio mayors to execute: 101 (5) 39 

To be issued by municipal councils: 126 (30) 51 

ORGANIZATION: 

Of committees of municipal councils: 69 30 

Of municipal districts: 

When proper: 11 . . 17 

Economic requisites: 12 17 

Of municipal government: 42 et seq 22 e* acq. 

Of offices of municipal government: 

To be effected by municipal council: 66 29, 80 

Of Department of Accounting and Auditing: 92 37 
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PARKS: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 48 

PAVING: 

Division of cost of: 231 85 

Railroad and tramway companies: responsibility for: 232. ... 85 
Liability of for damages, for failure to maintain in good 

condition: 232 86 

PAYMENTS: 

Quorum of municipal council necessary to pass resolutions 

for: 154 61 

To be ordered by mayor: 165 (9) 65 

Unauthorized: 

To be made good by treasurer: 213 77 

Without vouchers, are prohibited: 214, 77 

Exception: 214 77 

PENALTIES: 

Administrative: 279 99 

For non-attendance of associate members of committees or 
municipal councils: 

How collected: 78 33 

To be imposed by president of municipal council: 78 34 

Appeal from imposition: 78 34 

PENSIONS: 

Existing, to be respected: Transitory provision 1 102 

PERSONNEL: 

Expenses of, defined: 193 72 

Limitations in municipal budget as to expenses of: 192. . . •. 71, 72 
Of offices of municipal government: 

Limitations as to, etc.: 68 30 

PETITIONS: 

To be promptly acted on: 272 97 

Receipt of, to be acknowledged: 273. 98 

PIERS: 

Jurisdiction over: 25 20 

POLICE DEPARTMENT: 

To be maintained by municipal councils: 126 (26) 50 

POLICE FORCE: 

In the capital of the Republic, to be provided by central 
power: 124 47 
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POETS: 

Jurisdiction over: 25 20 

PRESCRIPTION: 

Of debts for taxes: 184 69 

Of right of action for collection of credits in favor of muni- 
cipality: 184 69 

PRESIDENT: 

Of municipal council: 

To represent council: 67 29 

Removal and suspension of: 283 100 

Of the Republic: 
May designate committee to investigate municipal finances: 215 77 
May institute proceedings for suppression of muncipal dis- 
tricts: 14 17 

May suspend resolutions of municipal council: 158 62 

PROFESSIONS, ARTS AND TRADES: 

May be taxed by municipal councils: 216 (3) . 78 

PROPERTY: • 

Municipal: 

Application of- proceeds from sales of: 119 45 

Encumbrance or alienation of, procedure for: 117 44 

How divided in cases of segregation or annexation: 117. ... 44 

May be ceded to province or state for public uses: 116. ... 44 

Sale of: 116. 44 

Under control of municipal council: 126 47 

Private: • 

Land grants of municipality to be considered as: 116 44 

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION: 

Powers of municipal council as to: 125 47 

PUBLIC MEETINGS: 

Regulation of by municipal councils: 126 (24) 50 

PUBLIC ORDER: 

To be maintained by central power in capital of the Republic: 124 47 

PUBLIC WORKS: 

See Works. 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

Necessary for eouncilmen: 45 25 

mayor: 83 34 

secretary, of municipal administration: 106. • • 41 
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QUORUM: 

Of municipal council necessary: 

For consideration of budget: 198 78 

For passage of resolutions: 153 0t\ tl. 

For approval of alienations: 154 61 

Railroads: 

Cannot to taxed by municipal councils: when: 216 (15). . . , SO 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (18) 96 

RAILROADS: 

Cannot be taxed by municipal councils: when: 216 (15) 80 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (18) 69 

REAL PROPERTY: 

Taxes on, constitute preferred lien on property affected: 183. . 69 

RECORDS: 

Of departments of municipal administration: 

To be public: 95 38 

REGISTER OF INHABITAN13B: 

Closure of : 41 S3 

Details to be set forth: 35 22 

Eliminations: declarations necessary for: 37 83 

Inspection of to be open: 89* » 23 

Is a formal, public and authentic instrument: 36 22 

Period for preparation ef new: 37 22 

Preparation of : 35 22 

Protests, action on: 39 23 

Decision of to be made by the mayor: 39 23 

Appeals from: 40 23 

Revision of: publication of corrections: 38 23 

When to be made: 39 23 

Statement to be sent to President etc.: 41 23 

REGISTRATION: 

Of permanent residents: 29 21 

REGULATIONS: 

For municipalization of public services, to be provided: 134. . 56 

To be issued by municipal councils: 126 (30) 51 

REMOVALS: 

Of associate members of committees of municipal councils; 75 . . 33 

Of councilmen, when permissible: 59 28 

Of employees: 104 40 

By mayor: 165 (3) 64 

When admissible: 282, 283 100 

RENT CHARGES: 

Of municipality: 

Application of proceeds from redemption of : 119 45 
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BBOBGANIZATION: 

Of municipal council: 

In case of change of clan: 44 24, 25 

REPEAL: 

Of conflicting laws, etc. Aditional Provisions 102 

BEPOBT8: 

Of departments of municipal administration: 

To be forwarded to proper committee, for report: 96 38 

Periods for rendition of: 272 98 

To be made to council by mayor: 172 66 

BEPRIMANDS: 

When to be administered: 280 99 

DESIGNATIONS: 

Of councilmen: 56 27,28 

Right to act on vested in municipal council: 57. ...... . 26 

RESOLUTIONS OF MUNICIPAL COUNCILS: 

Appeals from: 

By inhabitants of municipality: 33 22 

Of residents from: 164 64 

Approval by mayor: 156, 165 (4) 61,64 

Certifications of: 163 63 

Copies to be furnished President and governor: 161 63 

Dating of: 164. . . 64 

Execution of: 157 62 

Date for: 157 62 

Final: 

Appeals from: 266 94 

Stay proceedings: 275 98 

Violations of provisions relating to: 276 98 

Put an end to administrative proceedings: 266 94 

Revocation of: 257 94 

Votes necessary: 267 94 

Ten days' from presentation: 156 62 

Passage of, over veto: 156 61 

Proceedings to restrain execution of, inadmissible: 168 63 

Publication of: 164 63 

Submission of to mayor: 156 • 61 

Suspension of: 

Appeal in case of unconstitutionality of reaohrtions sus- 
pended : 159 62 

Contentious-administrative appeal from: 159 62 

.Council may admit, or revoke resolution: 159 62 

Implied consent to: 159 62 

May be suspended by mayor, provincial governor or President 

of the Republic: 158. . 62 

Notice of: 160 62,63 

When permissible: 158 62 

Remedies of private individuals prejudiced by: 162 63 

Veto by mayor: 156, 165 (4). . 61,64 
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REVENUES, MUNICIPAL: 

Incidental, not applicable to ordinary services, etc.: 205. . . 75 

Not eubject to attachment or execution: 182 69 

Office of collection of, in barrios, to be situated in office of 

barrio mayor: 211 77 

Of previous years not applicable for payment of obligations 

of current year: 205 75 

To be collected by officials of municipal administration: 206. . 75 

To constitute first part of municipal budgets: 189 70 

Which may be established by municipal councils: enumeration 

of: 216 78,80 

BIVEB8: 

Jurisdiction over: 25 20 

ROADS: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 48 

RURAL PROPERTY: 

May be taxed by municipal councils: 216 (2) 78 

SALARIES: 

Of barrio mayors as collectors of taxes: 103 40 

Of chiefs of departments of municipal administration: 93. . . 37 

Of mayors: 

May be changed at any time: 82 34 

When change in, to go into effect: 82 34 

Of substitute mayors: 91 37 

SANITATION: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (16) 49 

, In the capital of the Republic, to be provided for by the 

central power: 124 47 

Powers of municipal councils as to: 124, 125. . 47 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE: 

To be enforced by barrio mayors: 101 (14) 40 

SEA WALLS: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (7) 48 

SECRETARY: 

Of municipal administration: 

Cannot be a notary: 107 41 

Duties of: 108, 109 41,42 

Functions of: 108 41 

Incompatibilities of: 108 41 

Persons ineligible for office of: 107. 41 

Qualifications necessary to be: 106 41 
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SERVICES, PUBLIC: 



Method of selection of manner of providing: 128 52 

If concession or contract is let therefor: 129 52 

Requisites and conditions: 128 52,54 

Municipalization of: 

LosseB, how to be covered: 136 56 

Municipalized service to be entrusted to special department: 133 55 

Profits, disposition of: 135 56 

Rates of service to be reduced in case of profit: 135 56 

Regulations to be provided: 134 56 

Requisites to be filled: 130 54,55 

Reserve fund: 135 56 

Submission of proposition ad referendum: 131 55 

Supression of, method for: 137 56 

Supression of obligatory, when: 137 56 

Sinking fund for payment of loans contracted for: 135 56 

To be referred to committee on treasury and budget: 130. . 54 

Action of council on report of committee: 131 55 

Procedure if municipality owns and leases: 138 57 

Right of supervision of State over: 8 16 



SESSIONS: 



Attendance of mayor at: 170 66 

Seat of mayor: 170 66 

Calls for: 142 57,58 

Deliberative periods: 139 57 

Extension of: 144 58 

Minutes of: 145 58 

To contain minority opinions: 145 58 

Signature of: 1461 ..".'." 58 

Book of, to be under custody of secretary: 148 59 

Non-attendance at: penal liability for: 140 57 

Pines for: 140 ' 57 

Secret, when to be: 155 61 

Special: 

To be called on initiative of mayor: 169 66 

When null: 144 58 

To be public: 155 61 

To be held in town hall: 155 61 

Withdrawal of councilmen from, when necessary: 141 57 

SEWERS: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (14) 49 

Computation of special assessments for: 237 87 

Expenses of: 

'io be divided into four parts: 236 87 

Preparation of plan of proposed: 235 86,87 

Property subject to assessment for construction of: 235 87 

SIDEWALKS: 

Rules for levying assessment for construction of: 233, 234. . . 86 
SINKING FUND: 

Establishment of when bonds for works are issued: 226 84 

For payment of loans contracted for public services: 135. ... 56 
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8PIBXT8: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (8) 79 

8QUABE8, PUBLIC: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils over: 126 (4) 48 

STATE: 

Bight of supervision over works or services: 8 16 



Cleaning of: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (12) 49 

Liability for damages caused by grading, etc.: 240 88 

Naming of, by municipal councils: 126 (23) 56 

STBUOTUBES: 

Dangerous: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (15) 49 

SUBSTITUTIONS: 

Of mayors: 90 36 

STJBTJBBS: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (9) 48 

Each to form a barrio: 22 19 

SUOAB ESTATES: 

May be taxed by municipal councils: 216 (2) 78 

SUPPLIES: 

Bids to be called for furnishing of, when: 121 45 

Municipal employees cannot be interested in furnishing of: 118. 43 

SUSPENSIONS: 

From office and salary: 282, 283 100 

Of mayors: 

Appeal by mayor from order of : 89 36 

For disqualification or incompatibility: 84, 86 35,36 

For violation of Constitution, laws, etc.: 87 36 

Hearing of mayor against order of: 88 36 

Order of, to set forth cause therefor: 88 36 

Procedure after order of : 88 36 

When converted to removal: 89 36 

Of municipal budgets: 201 74 

Of municipal employees: 

May be decreed by mayor: 105. . , 41 

Of officials during special investigations by municipal 

councils: 123 46 

Of resolutions, by mayor: 165 (5) 64 
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TAXATION, DEPARTMENT OP: 

Organization of: 

In municipalities with center of population of over 10,000: 92. 37 

TAXES: TAXATION: 

Collection of: to be in charge of Treasurer: 207 76 

To be made by officials of municipal administration: 206. . 75 

When to be collected by barrio mayors: 101 (13) 40 

Debts for prescribe, when: 184 69 

How divided in cases of segregation or annexation of muni- 
cipalities: 19 18 

Items of, to be used jointly by municipal councils): 816 81 

Jurisdiction over: 25, 126 20,47 

Of industries, commerce, professions, arts aafl trades: 

Duties of committee on: 74 33 

On real property: 

Constitute preferred lien on property affected: 183 69 

Prescription of debts for: 184 09 

Remissions or rebates in, forbidden: 185 69 

When permissible: 185. 69 

Which may be imposed by municipal council: 

Articles of luxury: 216 (16) 80 

Beverages: 216 (8) TO 

Building permits: 216 (10) 79 

Business companies: 216 (7) 79 

Exceptions: 216 (7) 

Cattle and horses, transfer of: 216 (41) 78 

Slaughter of : 216 (9) . 78 

Cemeteries: 216 (6) 79 

Certifications: 216 (11) 79 

Commerce: 216 (3) 78 

Dances, etc.: 216 (18) 80 

Games and wagers, permitted: 216 <10) 80 

Industries: 216 (3) 

Interments: 216 (17) 86 

Liquors: 216 (8) 79 

Live stock: 216 (4) 78 

Lots, vacant: 217 80 

When not assessable: 217 

Maritime industries: 216 (5) 79 

Meat, transportation of: 216 (14) 80 

Professions, arts and trades: 216 (3) 78 

Rural property: 216 (2) 78 

Spirits: 216 (8) 79 

Sugar estates: 216 (2) 78 

Tobacco plantations: 219 (2) 78 

Transportation industries, land: 816 (IS) 80 

Exceptions: 216 (15) 
Urban property: 216 (1) 

Water industries: 216 (5) 79 

Weights and measure, sealing of: 216 (13) 80 

Wines: 216 (8) 79 

TELEGRAPH POLES: 

Regulation of, by municipal councils: 1B6 (19) 50 
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TELEPHONE POLES: 

Regulation of, by municipal councils: 126 (19) 50 

TEBM OF OFFICE: 

Of associate members of committees of municipal councils: 76 . 33 

Of councilmen: 51 27 

Of mayors: 81 34 

TERRITORIAL TAX: 

Committee on, how constituted: 73 32 

TOBACCO PLANTATIONS: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (2) 78 

TBAMWATS: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (18) 50 

TRANSMITTAL: 

Letter of 1-11 

TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRIES, LAND: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (15) 80 

Exceptions: 216 (15) 80 

TRANSPORTATION RATES: 

To be regulated by municipal councils: 126 (29) 51 

TREA8URER, MUNICIPAL: 

Bonds of, amount of: 209 76 

To report on municipal budgets: 195 72 

Vacancy in office of, bow filled: 210 76 

TREASURER COLLECTOR: 

To be at head of department of treasury and collection: 111. . 42 
Powers and duties of: 111 42 

TREASURY AND BUDGET: 

Committee on: 

How constituted: 72 31 

Number of members and associate members: 72 31,32 

Associate members may be citizens or foreigners, etc.: 72. . 32 
To report on method of furnishing services of public 

character: 128 52 

TREASURY: 

General provisions: 176, 185 67,69 

To be located in town hall: 211 76 

TREASURY AND COLLECTIONS: 

Organization of department of : 92 37 
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URBAN PEOPEBTY: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (1) 78 

VA0ANCTE8: 

In office of associate member of committee of municipal council: 

To be reported: 79. ... . 34 

In office of councilman, how filled: 54 27 

VEHICLES: 

Duties of municipal councils as to: 126 (18) 50 

VETO: 

By mayor: 

Of municipal budget: 199 73 

Of resolutions of municipal council: 156, 165 (4) 61, 64 

VOTING: 

For councilmen, to be by direct suffrage: 42 23 

In municipal councils: 

Members cannot abstain from: 152 60 

Scrutiny: 64 29 

To be by ballot: 63 29 

To be by roll call: 151 60 

When to be secret: 151 60 

WARNINGS: 

When to be administered: 280 99 

WATEB FRONTS: 

Jurisdiction of municipal councils oyer: 126 (7) 48 

WATEB INDUSTRIES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (5) 79 

WATER RATES: 

To be regulated by municipal councils: 126 (28) 51 

WATERS: 

Jurisdiction over: 25 20 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES: 

Regulation of by municipal councils: 126 (22) 50 

8ealing of: may be taxed by municipal council: 216 (13). . . 80 

WHARVES: 

Jurisdiction over: 25, 126 (7) 20, 48 

WINES: 

May be taxed by municipal council: 216 (8) 79 
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WITNESSES: 

May be subpoenaed for special investigation* ordered by mumi- 
cipal councils: 123 46 

WORKS: 

Estimate of cost of: 122 45 

Right of supervision of State over: 8 16 

Supervision of central power over public, in capital of Re- 
public: 124 47 

Which may be undertaken by cooperation of several munici- 
palities: 122 45 






